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REPORT ON THE STATE OF THE SAL? MARKET FOR THE 
SECOND QUARTER OF 1895-96, 


No. 1042B,, dated Oaloutta, the 14th November 1895. 


From—E. H. Watsu, Esa., Offg. Secretary to the Board of Revenue, L.P., 
To—The Secretary to the Government of Bengal, Financial Department. 


I am directed to submit the following report on the state of the salt 


Rien market for the second aggre of 1895-96, com- 
Tue Hon’atx Mn. D. R. Lani, c.8.1. est Ane months of Ju y August ’ and Septem- 


2, The quantity of salt of every description cleared durin the 
under report aveceeri to 26,12,380 maunds paren 28,04,085 sant tala is 
previous quarter and 27,54,188 maunds in the corresponding quarter of the — 
previous year; and the net amount of duty levied thereon was Rs. 61,10,917 
against Rs, 66,34,015. in the previous quarter and Rs, 63,79,206 in the corre- 
sponding X paid of the previous year. In all cases fractions are omitted. 
ee 8. , he mia of ti we a removed from the golas in Orissa 
uring the quarter under review and’the quantity which remained in «ta 
the close of the quarter are shown in table i — © a er ‘ 
Tasie I. 


















Puri. 
Balance at the close of the 
Manufactured or added daziog the quarter ‘ "paaan 
i ae : _ Dotal r ‘ 3,382,814 
ge. Bales daring'the quarter © SA 
ee eS 
Be | eae 24,958 
; Balance at the close of the quarter .., we] 8,07,856 
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The total sale of locally-made salt during the quarter under review 
amounted to 22,180 Seu eet 17,932 ks 8 : 
12,023 maunds in the corresponding quarter of 
paid during the quarter on the full amoant sold. | 
4, The subjoined table shows in detail the importations into the port of 
Calcutta and the total clearances of sea-imported salt during the quarter under 
. sous compared with the figures of the corresponding quarters of the previous 
wo years :— ; 







y 


the previous year. Duty was 


Tasre Il. Ly 
on a a 
WUENCE IMPORTED. Second quarter. Second quarter, Second quarter. 


I United Kingdom oe 


Imported. | Cleared, | Imported. | Cleared, | Imported. | Cleared, 
1 | 8 | 3 4 5 6 7 
« _ Mads. Mads. 
87 18 M001 4,309,808 
2,847 1 


Hamburg rmany) ... a 47,674 
Ser ae no 
Muscat ks pa 7: “SSi700 
i 2 oe oe a iis 
IV \jeddah ss. ee zs i 
Aden rt es se 165,446 
Madras Me ose eseese 
v { rutsoorin @ = pert 
VI Bomtmy  .. oe nai Usé's87 
Total ai 25,25,110 





5. Table III shows the quantity of the sea-imported salt remaining in the 
warehouses at the close of the quarter under review compared with the 
results of the previous four quarters :— 

Taste III. ' 


bd rter | Third quarter [Fourth quarter| First quarter Becond 
WHERE STORED. | Ot 185-85. | of 160886, roa | of 1808-00, | Time 
3 


1 | 2 | | 4 | 5 | 6 
a 
; Mds. M 


Mads. 
25,35, 











Scere ORNS reser RAR RL Aen Gai mS MEME ES ee 

The stock in bond ut the close of the quarter has risen by a little above 3 
lakhs of maunds over that at the close of the previous quarter, and the ship- 
ments of salt, noted in paragraph 9, also show a marked advance. 

6. The despatches of salt from Calcutta by water and the three railways 
passing the several pass stations into the. interior of the country both east 
and west of the river Hooghly, as well as the despatches by steamers and 
flats during the quarter under review and the corresponding quarters of the 
previous two years, are shown in the table below:— 





in the previous quarter, and 


a 





7. The’ quantity of salt despatches ast Indi i 
Bigs e Mas. s. the stations beyond Buse quarter under 
panei _ i 28880 review amounted to 11,616 maunds 20 seers, asnoted 
- Beptember ... "6,995 10 in the margin, against 5,622 maunds 10 seers 
lil in the previous quarter and 2,248 maunds 20 seers 
11,616 20 in the corresponding quarter of the previous year. 
'8. The quantity of saltpetre-salt removed from the refineries on pay- 
ment of duty amounted to 5,033 maunds against 12,557 maunds in the previous 
quarter and 6,238 maunds in the corresponding quarter of the previous year. 
9. The shipments of Liverpool salt for the port of Calcutta according 
_ to published market reports were as follows :— 












Tons, 

July my a oe 83,380 
Augus' Ben eee coe) eae 

_ September Bes eis a 10,990 
Total ... 72,820 


Four vessels are also reported to haye arrived at the port of Calcutta during 
the quarter under review with salt from Hamburg, amounting approximately 
to 11,380 tons. 

~10. Table V shows the ave wholesale price per 100 maunds of 
Liverpool and other descriptions of salt during each fortnight of the quarter: — 
Taste V. : 


Fortnight 
uly 1895. July tooo 


bi they, 
Description oF SALT. _ Sth 





11. The following table shows the quantity of sea-imported salt admitted 
into bond and cleared from bond and shipboard at Chittagong, Narayanganj, 
Khulna, Balasore, and Bhairab Bazar (Mymensingh) during the quarter under 
review and the corresponding quarter of 1894-95 :— 

Taste VI. 





Port on STATION, Description of salt. 








arene 


No transactions of sea-imported salt have been reported for the quarter — 
from the ports of Cuttack and Puri, ial 





For the week etiding the 18th November, 1895. tae 

‘Burdwan.—No rain. Weather very hot for the time of year. Rabi crops are bei ; 

sown. Prospects of winter rice oie at Sugarcane doing well. Fodder and water suffi- 
Uo 


cient. Condition of cattle good. mmdn rice sells at an avera ge price of 154 seers a rupee. 


i —Rainfall nil all over the district. Prospects of paddy continue good in the 
Sada - cee oat Tamluk subdivisions. In Ghatal the outlook is gloomy. Indigo is 
being sown. Sugarcane doing well. Fodder and water sufficient. Rico is selling at— 


. Srs. * 
eae ish eae cae Se = 
tai eee eer “- eee y 
Tamluk RY, i Se sss Nb to 264 PE FUP 
Ghatal ues Sr ate «. =l4o0r 1d 


24-Parganas.—Rainfall nil. Weather seasonable. Prospects of aman crop unfavourable, 
except in low lands and in the south of the district. Saperene doing well. Sowing of rabi 
crops going on. Fodder and water sufficient. No cattle-disease. ice sells at— 


Sadar vn ose oe 12 to 14 seers per rupee. 
; Brs. o. : 

Barasat Seo ies we 13 12 

Basirhat see ee ove 15 33 >} per rupee. 

Diamond Harbour 33 sia se 16 0 


Murshidabad.—No rain. Weather scasonable. Condition of kalai good. Sowing of 

_ indigo and radi crops still continues. State of aman not good; estimated outturn eight annas. 

Rain much wanted. Cutting of sugarcane going on. Fodder and water sufficient. Com- 
mon rice sells at 14 seers per rupee. 


, Khulna.—No rain. Weather warm. Sowing of radi crops still going on at Sadar an 
Satkhira. Prospects of crops good. Fodder and water sufficient. No cattle-disease. Prices 
of common rice — 


Srs. 
Sadar ie a sks ww»  B7to21 
Bagerhat oe due ous ase is| per rupee. 
Satkhirs oe bee oad tee 16 
Dinajpur.—No rain. Mornings and evenings cool. Hot during day. P. of 


standing crops continue good. Outturn of winter rice is estimated to be 18 annas. Common 
rice selling from 13 to 15 seers per rupee. No cattle-disease reported. Fodder and water 
sufficient. ‘ 


Rangpur.—Rainfall nil. Weather seasonable. Washing of jute finished. Harvesting 
of aman commeneed in places. Sowing of winter crops going on. Rain wanted for aman 
ae: Prospocts generally good. Common rice selling from 12 to 14 seers per rupee. 
Fodder sufficient. 3 

Pabna.—Rainfall nil. Weather hot at =r but cool at night. Prospects of aman 
good, but more rain is wanted. Common rico at Sadar 16 seers and Sirajganj 14 seers 
per rupee. 3 

_. Dacca.—Rainfall -18. Weather sultry. Prospects of standing crops fair. Fodder 
available. No cattle-disease, Common’rice sells at 18 seers per rapes. 


Chittagong.—Rainfall ‘10. Weather hot. Harvesting of aman continues, Prospec 
of winter rice indifferent. Rabi sowings in progress. Water end fodder plentiful. Rive 


selling at 17 seers pér upée. 
Patna.—No rain. Paddy on high lands suffering for want of rain, ‘Harvesting of 
black paddy commenced in places. Rabi and Gil being sown ; the latter had to be 


Tesown In many cases owing to the season being abuormally hot, Common rice selling from 
16 to 21 seers per rupeo. Condition of cattle good. F and water sufficient. 


Gaya.—No rain. Prospect of winter rico crop continues as bad as before. . 
tolerably fair. About $ of Poppy sown; germination fair. Price of common rice at 
14} seers against an averago of 16} seers per rupee. : 

Champaran.—No rain. Rabi being sown. Aghani being harvested with an 
outturn of 12 annas. Paddy on QM suffered for oe rain. Sosl-ar: 

Recihs, 1 









’ 


_ eattle is reported from thana dder and water for cattle suflicien’ 


a ; > ine 





* __Darbhanga—No rain. Rico crop approaching maturity. Rain badly wanted for ral 

_ sowings. Prices almost stationary. eda cation * , 

-_ Bhagalpur.—No rain. Weather continues warm during day. Winter rice has near! 
- ripened and us Be commenced in some places; the yield is not expected to exceed 10 anu 

_ Rabi sowings continue. Sugarcane is being pressed. Common rice sells at 17 seers 10 chitaks 

-perrupee. Fodder and water sufficient. 


Purnea.—Rainfall -08. Paddy on ‘high Iand suffering badly for want of rain. abi 


80 ing on and prospects fair. Fodder and water sufficient. Oattle-disease reported 
from a. Common rice selling at 16 to 21 seers per rupee. im 


Cuttack.—Rainfall nil. Weather seasonablo. Harvesting of laghu sarad continues, 
— sarad maturing. Oondition of cattle good. Fodder ient. Common rice sells 
a 


Srs. oc. 
ajpur oon toe ove 914 
Kendrapara ve ie eve: HBL Bt PH FepOe, 
Banki 


ere eon eee 31 8 
Soe esaribagh.— Rainfall nil. Weather aa. : Harvesting of petiy commenced in 
8; are not as as expec abi prospects good. Poppy sowings in 
. Yates doing wa Fodder and water suflicien:. Common rice selling ~ 12 
to 14 seers per rupee. 


General Summary.—Thore was light rain in Dacca and Ohit mg during the 
but practically none in the other Pg districts. Except in Northern and parts 
Eastern Bengal and in Orissa, the state of the winter rico crop is not satisfactory owing to 
the early cessation of the rains. The sowing of indi in Lower Bengal and of the rabi 

8 in cor and Bihar has commenced. In Patna district the first we of poppy have 

iled from the unusual heat, and in Darbhan the rabi is suffering from a ck of moisture, 

Sugarcane is doing well, and tho pressin, ta begun in some intsddie Cattle-disease is 
reported from Champaran and Purnea; elsewhere the cattle are in good condition. The 
price of common rice is generally steady. 


By order of the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, 


Revenve Department, C. E. BUCKLAND, 
The 19th November, 1895, Secretary fo the Government of Bengai, 
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Station Bar of of the Districts of Bagelon @ 15th November 1895. 
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0) Bankura, 
0) Midnapore, 
0, Hooghly, 
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0) 24-Parganas, 
0; Calcutta. 
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0) Jessore, 


0 Khulna, 
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Darjeeling. 
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6} Pabna. 
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’ a N BENGAL FOR | 
1éru OF NOVEMBER 1895. 
_ Fine settled weather has prevailed throughout the week, but with one very marked 
peculiarity in the unusually high temperature for the season of the year. The pressure 
peeng ess, though not differing much from the normal over the province, has not shown 
very decidedly the features characteristic of the cold weather. This is due to the rather 
large pressure excess in the south of the Bay, in consequence of which the winds instead of 
being northerly have been either irregular or with a tendency to become southerly. In the 
early part of the week, when in addition to the excess in the south, there was defect in the 
western districts of Bengal, the wind circulation, though very light, resembled in its general 
features that which obtains during the south-west monsoon period ; that is, directions were 
south or south-west in Lower Bengal, and easterly in the northern districts. The differences 
from the normal in pressure at that time varied from excess of ‘05 inch ia the south of 
the Bay to defect of ‘07 inch in the west of Bibar. The variation in mean temperature’ 
“yi from defect of 3° in Arakan and part of East Bengal to excess of 5° in the west of 
ihar. : 

Pressure rose slowly for some days; the defect in temperature at eastern stations almost 
entirely disappoared and the wind circulation in Bengal remained southerly, but over the 
Bay winds wore northerly though light. In the middle of the week pressure fell slowly, 
then a brisk rise followed on the 14th, and readings were over 30 inches in the northern 
and western districts. ‘Though, with the increasing pressure in the north-western districts, 
northerly winds became more general, temperature remained very high, and on the 14th excess 
in mean temperature was at many stations over 5°. ‘The brisk rise of pressure continued on 
the 15th, and readings on that day varied from 39°09 inches in North Bengal to a little under 
80 inches in the south-west of the Bay. As this arrangement showed a gentle gradient from 
north to south over the whole area, the northerly winds which hitherto had been fairly 
regular over the Bay set in at the inland stations also, but with very little strength. Tem- 
perature remained practically unchanged, excess averaging 5° except in E.st Bengal, where 
it was about 3°. On the 16th, the last day of the week, the pressure distribution had not 
changed, but temperature had increased over the western half of the province, where excess 
was about 6°. er 

Owing probably to the southerly winds in Lower Bengal, humidity was high in the 
eastern and northern districts. The sky was more cloudy in Kast and North Bengal than is 
usual in the middle of November, and a few light scattered showers fell chiefly in the 
Darjeeling hills and in parts of East Bengal. In the western districts the skies were 

‘cloudless with an entire absence of rainfall. 

Pressure, a8 stated above, was very nearly normal over the province. At first there was 
a small defect, but the steady rise resulted in a moderate excess towards the end of the week. 
Mean pressure is in excess everywhere by small amounts varying up to ‘04 inch in East 
Bengal. 

SPinperiiurs having been high throughout the week both during the day and the night, 


there is a large excess in mean temperature in all districts. For the large divisions average 
excess varies from 2°'2 in Hast Bengal to 5°1 in Bihar. 





a 


Table showing the excess or defect of the actual mean temperature from the normal for the week 
ending Saturday, the 16th November 1895. 
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Rainfall.—Showers fell in the Darjeeling hill districts during th 
week and at a few scattered stations x Bast Dinas In cab ibe Svciots — miata 
occurred. The average fall in East Bengal is ‘16 inch and in North Bengal 14 inch, 
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South-West Bengal ...| 90°3| 44 | 871 68°6 | 77'8 
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Merrsgoro.toaicst, Orrice, Brnea., 


The 19th November 1895. 


Average mean of week above or 


low normal mean of week, 


+42 
+36 
+2°2 
+51 
+36 
+a'a" 





Of week, 


Averase, 


Nil 
O14 
018 
Nil 
Nil 
Nil 


Normal! averege, 


* Daltonganj not included. 
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Offg. Meteorologioal Reporter to the Govt. of Benga. 








Results of the Barometrical and Thermometrical Observations taken at the Meteoro- 
logical Office, Chowringhee, from 10th to 16th November 1895. 





Phe 18th November 1895. 


For Meteorological Reporter to the Govt. of 
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The mean 10 a.m, pressure of the sevendays ... * ove 

The mean temperature of the seven days soe ove oe 

The extreme variation of temperature obe aaa oe 

The maximum temperature ie 3 sae) ave 

The mean 10 a.m. relative humidity of the seven days I a a Je 

The total fall of rain from 10th to 16th November 1895... to, 

The daily mean tomperatures are the crude means of maximum and minimum temperatures. 

Mareonowocteat Orricn, Inu, ; J. H. @rumanp, - 


India, 
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FLUSHING OF THE MOATS AND THE LALDIGHI IN THE TOWN 
OF NATOR BY THE INTRODUCIION OF WATER 
FROM THE RIVER GODAL PF 


MUNICIPAL DEPARTMENT—MUNICIPAL. 
Caleutta, the 25th November 1895. 
RESOLUTION—No. 4083M. » 





Rrap— 

A memorandum, No. 600Mct., dated the 21st September 1895, from the Commissioner 
of the Rajshahi Division, forwarding a copy of a letter, No. 953 -» dated the 12th 
September 1895, from the Magistrate of Rajshahi, re rting that the Hon’ble 
Maharaja Jagadindra Nath Roy and Kumar Jogendra Nath Roy of the Nator Raj 
have approved of tho arrangement made for the supervision by the District * 
a of Rajshahi of the periodical flushing of the moats around their residence > 
at Nator and of the big tank in the town, known as the Laldighi, and have agreed 4 
to bear the cost of the periodical flushing, which is estimated at Rs. 275 a year. : 

A memorandum No. 214M., dated tho 30th September 1895, from the Commissioner a 
of Kajshahi, intimating that the Distriot Board of Rajshabi have a to the 
services of the District Engineer being utilised for this purpose when he visits 
Nator in connection with his own duties and to the payment of a small 

honorarium 
Read also— 


The previous correspondence on the subject. 


_ The town of Nator, in the district of Rajshahi, has long beon notorious for 
its unhealthiness, which was reported to be due, among other causes, to the filthy 
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state of the tanks and the extensive mouts around the residence of the Nator 
Raj family, on which nearly the whole population of the town depend for their’ 
supply of drinking water. The condition of the town has been condemned by 
successive Sanitary Commissioners; and, so far back as the year 1880, Dr. 
Lidderdale pointedly drew attention to the necessity for cleansing these moats, 
which were aad to be “reservoirs of sewage” into which the surface 
drainage of the greater portion of the town and the sewage from many private 
latrines were allowed to be discharged. 

2, From time to time attempts were made to improve the condition of the 
moats, and in 1881 the Subdivisional Officer of Nator applied to the representa- 
tives of both branches of the Raj family, for permission to flush them at the 
cost of the Municipality by letting in fresh water from the river Narad, which 
flows past the town—a project which was recommended by the District Engineer 
and the Divisional Superintendent of Works, While acknowledging the value 

_of the scheme, the Raj family declined to give their consent to it from the 
apprehension that the silt deposited by the river water might, in course of 
time, block the moats, and thereby cause a scarcity of water. The District 
Magistrate, however, sanctioned the project, a cut was made, and a culvert 
constructed and communication between the river and the moats established on 
the 15th September 1881. Kumar Jogendra Nath Roy, on the 12th October 
1881, presented a memorial to Government, complaining of the action of the 
local officers ; but as it appeared on enquiry that the cut was not intended to be 
kept open, except occasionally for letting in fresh water, and that conse- 
quently there was no ground for apprehending that the moats would become 
blocked by silt, the Kumar was informed that he had no cause of complaint. 
he Kumar subsequently brought a civil suit against the Municipality, 
and obtained a decree and an injunction restraining them from opening this cut. 
Although the decree was obtained in January 1884, the cut was actually kept 
open from 1881 to 1886, and fresh water let in during each of those years. In 
1887 the Kumar closed the cut and built two huts on its site, thereby stopping 
all flow of fresh water from the river into the moats. 

4. In March 1888, the Sanitary Commissioner brought to the notice of 
Government the evils resulting from the closing of the cut, and in July 
1888 the Commissioner submitted a report from the Magistrate of Rajshahi on 
the same subject. The Inspector of Local Works and the Sani Commis- 
sioner were accordingly asked to visit the town, and to submit to Government 
their opinion in the matter. 

5. The Inspector of Local Works recommended the original project of 
flushing the moats by water from the Narad, which had always received the 
strongest official support, but had been opposed by those representing local 
interests. The Sanitary Commissioner, on the other hand, condemned the 
Narad scheme on the ground that the water supplied would be unwholesome, _ 
and suggested that flushing should be effected Wy means of a cut from the river 
Godai. This latter proposal seemed to the Lieutenant-Governor to be the 
only one which was both practicable and likely to put a stop to further litiga- 
tion and dispute; and in October 1889 His Honour gave it his general approval, 
and urged the local officers to attend to its execution. 

6. In July 1890 the Commissioner of the Division reported that both 
branches of the Raj family had formally agreed to a rough scheme, prepared by 
the District Engineer, and estimated to cost Rs. 6,000, for flushing the moats 
and the Laldighi by water from the Godai, and that the Kumar had agreed to 
bear all the expenses connected with it. ‘I'he scheme was approved by Govern- 
ment, and a sum of Rs. 300 required for the preparation of the detailed project 
was sanctioned from the Provincial revenues. 

7, Later on, however, the Kumar withdrew his original offer, and declined 
to contribute more than half the estimated cost, and then only on condition that 
the other branch of the family should first. deposit the remaining moiety. 
During the visit of the Lieutenant-Governor to Rampur Boalia in August 1891, 
the Maharaja expressed his willingness to bear his share of the cost, but nothing 
was done until in September 1893, after being required by the rng 
under section 200 of the Bengal Municipal Act, 1884, to cleanse the moats, the 
proprietors paid to the District Magistrate the sum of Rs, 7,200 required for 
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the works. Detailed pus and estimates were then prepared by the District 

Engineer and approved by the Superintending Engineer, and Rs project was 
eventually taken up by the District Engineer under the orders of the Magis- 
trate, Mr. J. C. Price. It was completed in November 1894, and the Inspector 
of Local Works reported that the scheme had been satisfactorily carried out, 
but that the works could not be maintained in good order without professional 
superintendence. It has, therefore, been arranged, with the consent of the 
District Board and of the Raj family, that the District Engineer shall supervise 
the maintenance of the works for a small honorarium of Rs. 100 a year, which 
sum, as well as the cost of the maintenance of the works, estimated at Rs. 175, 
will be paid by the Nator family. 

8. The Lieutenant-Governor is gratified to find that this troublesome 
and delicate question, which has been under discussion for many years, has at 
last been brought to a satisfactory conclusion. Sir Charles Elliott congratulates 
the Raj family and all concerned in the matter upon the execution of an im port- 
ant sanitary project, which, if properly maintained, with due precautions against 
the pollution ef the water by surface drainage, will, no doubt, greatly benefit 
the health of the residents of Nator. 


Orper.—Ordered that this Resolution be published in the Caleutta Gazette, 
and that copies of it be communicated to both branches of the Nator Raj family, 
and to the Commissioner for information and communication to the Magistrate 
and the District Board. 


By order of the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, 


H. H. RISLEY, 
Secretary to the Government of Bengal. 
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Burdwan.—No rain. Weather cloudy. Prospect of the aman crop is very alarming. 
Rabi crops are being sown. Sugarcane pretty good. Fodder and water sufficient. Con- 
dition of cattle good. Common rice sells at an average price of 15} seers a rupee. Thre 
Midnapore.—Rainfall nil. Paddy is being reaped; prospect good, except in Ghatal, 
where it is gloomy. ‘Lands are being prepared for radi crops. Indigo has been sown. 
Sugarcave doing well. Fodder and water sufficiont, Prices of common rice:— 


Srs. 
Midnapore... tee ses ave 16 
Contai a8 abs ua ots 22 
Tawluk ese si Be vad 16;¢ RETIRE 
Ghatal Se ye. oe ... 14 and 15 


24-Parganas.—Rainfall nil. Weather seasonable. Prospect of aman unfavourable, 
except in low lands and in the south of tho district. Harvesting of aman commenced. 
Sowing of radi crops almost over. Sugarcane doing well. No cattle-disease. Fodder and 
water sufficient. ice sells at— 


Srs. c. 
Sadar ae. in te ay ae 0 
Barasat 4 “sf oe 13 12 
Basirbat uly ash ea 1s are oe 
Diamond Harbour... see Peg 16 0 


Murshidabad:—Rainfall nil. Stato of Aalai good. Harvesting of aman commenced ; 
estimated outturn 8 annas. Cutting of sugarcane going on. Sowing of rab: crops still con- 
tinues. State of indigo and mulberry seems good. Fodder and water sufficient. Common 
rice sells at 14 seers per rupee. 


Khulna.— Rainfall nil. Weather cold. Prospects of amon rice continue to be good. 
Rabi sowings still going on in the Sudar subdivision. Fodder and water sufficient. Common 
rice sells at— 


Sra. 
Sadar < és or =F 17 to 21 
Bagerhat ey wea aoe eee 18 r rupee. 
Satkhira we ses ie hes 16 <ialae 


Dinajpur.—Rainfoll nil. Weather rather warm during day. Prospects of standing 
erops continue good. Common rice selling from 12 td 16 seers per rupee. No cattle- 
disease reported. Fodder and water sufficient. 


Rangpur.—Rainfall nil. Weather seasonable. Harvesting of aman commenced. 
Sowing of winter crops going on. Kain wanted. og oe generally good. Oonimon rice 
selling at 12 to 13 seers per rupee. Fodder sufficient. No cattle-disease. 


Pabna.—Rainfall nil. Cold weather has begun very late. Prospects of aman rico 
good on the whole. Rain required. 


Dacca.—Lainfall nil. Weather seasonable. Harvesting of aman paddy commenced ; 
prospects fair. Fodder available. No cattle-disoase. Price of common rice 17 seers per 
rupee. , 


Chittagong.—No rain. Weather hot and oocasionally cloudy. Harvesting of early 
aman nearly finished. Prospects of winter rice indifferent. Rabi sowings continue. Fodder 
and water suflice.t. Common rice sells at 16 seers per rupee. 


Patna.—No rain. Paddy harvest commenced in places. - and rabi sowings nearly 
odd: 


finished. Common rice selling from 16 to 19 seers per rupee. er and water for cattle 
sufficient. 


Gaya.—Still no rain. Winter rice crop will not be above nino annas. Harvesting 
begun. Kali suffering for want of moisture. Poppy had to be resown in many places, but 
is doing fairly well. Price of common rice at Sadar 14} seere against an average of 164 seers 
per rujee. 


Champaran.—No rain. Rabi being sown. Aghani being harvested ; 12 annas outturn 
estimated, Fodder and water doe cattle Sandia. c : 















7 commenoed in pices 
rice selling at 16 soers 





 Darbhanga.—No rain. Winter rice nearly ripo and harvestin 
Rabi and poppy doing fairly well, but eho, ella Oigwaioas 
per rupee. Hodder sufficient. i ha 


3 Bhagalpur—No rain. Weathor seasonatle, wit is being sown, Paddy is being cut. 
- Bugarcane is being pressed. Oommon rice at 17 seers itaks per rupee at Sadar. N 
cattle-disease. Fodder and water sufficient. eee " 


-* : ‘ ‘ 
Purnea.—No rain. Harvesting of aghani paddy commenced. Rabi sowin ing on 
ed fair. Cattle-disease reported fiom eae thana. Fodder and wae. Sofivient 
on rice selling from 16 to 21 seers a rupee. 


- Cuttack.—Rainfall nil. Weather soasonable. Harvesting of laghw sarad in progress. 


_e sarad maturing. Oondition of cattle good. Fodder sufficient. Common rice sells 
at— 


Srs. o. 
vn my eee re ere 23 10 
ajpur ee rr int 29 14 
Kendrapara i sie soo ML, BE IE 


Banki ‘ 31 8 


Hazaribagh.— Rainfall nil. Weather much cooler and more seasonable. Paddy being 
harvested ; outturn 8 to 12 annas. Prospects of rabi good, but rain wanted. Poppy sowin 
completed ; outlook promising. Fodder and water sutlicien:. Prico of common rice 12 to fs 
seers per rupeo. 


General Summary.—There was no rain during the week. Tho harvesting of winter 
rico has begun. Owing to the early cessation of the rains the outturn will probably be 
below the average, except in Northern Bengal and Orissa. The sowing of the rabi crops is 
in Progress, but complaints come from Gaya, Darbhanga, and Hazaribagh of a lack of mois- 
ture. oppy is coming on well, though the recent heat in Bihar has necessitated resowings in 

laces. Sugarcane is a good crop and is being harvested in some districts. No cattle- 
isease is reported except from the Sadar thana of Purnea. The price of common rice 
continues generally steady, but the slight upward tendency continues. 


By order of the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, 


Revenve DeparrMent, C, E. BUCKLAND, 
The 26th November, 1895, "Secretary to the Government of Bengal, 







JOR 


Att OBSERVATIONS 


ND 
EK. ENDING, 8 A.w., SATURDAY, 





_— PAKEN IN BENGAL FOR THE W 
THE 2327 OF NOVEMBER 1895. © 





ther generally prevailed over the province, 
edly abnormal, and on Sunday, the 17th, the 


_ Ar the commencement of the week fine 
_ but the conditions as to temperature were decide 
first day of the week under review, the maximum or day temperatures registered were usually 
from about 2° to 7° in excess of the normal, while in the night temperatures the excess was 
generally between 4° and nearly 9°, Pressure was also slightly to considerably above the 
normal, and either calms or very light and rather variable winds were reported over the 
rovince. Oonditions over North-Western India, however, indicated a change in the weather, 
for & barometric depression which had appeared in the Southern Punjab on the 16th con- 
tinued to exist, while a cold wave of air had commenced in Baluchistan, which appeared to be 
spreading eastwards. On the 18th the centre of the depression was situated near Meerut, 
and the feeble storm was breaking up against the Himalayas, giving snow and hail in the 
hills and rain in the adjacent plains, while the cold wave had advanced over the Panjab ow | 
the 18th, and on the'19th it was advancing over the North-Western Provinces. During this 
time the changes of temperature and pressure in Bengal were small and unimportant, but 
from the 20th the cold wave commenced to affect Bengal, and from the 19th to the 20th ther 
had been a fall in the mean temperature of about 1°, and on tho 21st of about 1° to 8°, while — 
the fall was of a rather smaller amount on the 22nd. On this last date also pressure had 
decreased rather briskly and the distribation had become nearly normal, On the 22nd.also the | 
maximum temperatures reported were usually still from 1° to 8° in excess, though the night 
or minimum temperatures were nearly normal. On the 23rd temperature had again fallen 
at the majority of stations, and the mean temperature had become not very far from the 
normal, while the pressure changes were small and the distribution also fairly normal. The 
northerly winds characteristic of the cold season had become more strongly developed, and 
steady cool northerly winds of light to moderate force had established themselves over the 
whole province. 
Pressure was at the commencement of the week very decidedly above the normal, while 
at its close it was practically normal. Hence the mean for the week has been in distinct, ~ 
though small, excess, the usual variation being about 0°05” to 0°06,” | 
Lemperature.—The principal meteorological feature during the week has been the steady ° 
fall of temperature from about the 20th. On the last day of the week the mean for the 
province had become almost normal, but for the whole week ‘the average mean temperature ° 
was 3°2° in excess, the largest excess having been registered in Chota Nagpur, where it hag 
equalled 4°4°. The variation of the average temperature from the normal at certain selected © 
stations in different districts of the province is shown in the following table :— 


Table showing the excess or defect of the actual mean temperature from the normal for the week 
ending Saturday, the 28rd November 1895. 
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N Gs iptast «bon Gites cn 82° 83 | +14 63'8 €6°7 +2°9 73° 75) 492. 
Doréeen ws ww eo 8 81'8 864 +46 622 645 +2'3 720 154 +3" 
Patne ai ahsiie 80°1 889 | 49°8 58'0 6S | +35 691 m7 | y 
Gays " on . 815 87°2 +5°7 oT 600 +32 69°6 741 +45 
Purnea eos ae 810 84'5 +56 670 589 +19 69°0 17 427° 
Been Ai a, we ee 16°9 80°7 +48 063 60°7 +44 66°1 70°7 +46 
Darjeoting be 53'8 46 | 408 40°7 23 | +16 473 45 | 419 





Rainfall_—Light local showers have been received at one or two stations in and near the Pa 
hills of North Bengal, and also at two or three stations in Orissa, but with these oxcepigns A 
the whole province has been practically rainless. r 





~ Since 1st —_ 16th 








ae Avorages for week. H Ot week. Rainy days. | of mouth. | Ustober 
rir |. 3 ; ? 
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0°10)—0°10) Nil} 0°26) 1°31) 1°87 


‘Bouth-Weat Bengal .,. | 89°3| 56°6 | 85°6 | 645 | 751) +82) Nil ores | 0-08 0°00 





Nofth Bengal .. ... | 862] 583 800! os2| 78¢| +81 | 0-02| O01 | +0°01| 0-04 | 0-05 |—o101| O17 | 014) OB) 1°47 
East Bengal oe «. | 86%] 596 | 843] 644] 744] 41°8| Nil | 0°81 |—0'21] 0°00 | 0°31)—0'S1) 0°21) 0°69) O61 | 2°59 
> Bina wow | 89°8| 49°4| 850 | 50°8| 72S} 49:0) Nil] 0-01 |~o-01] 0-00 | 0°05|—o-05| O01) o-c8| O15 | 0-8 
Orira oo w. | S82) B76 | 855) O74] 764 | +3°5 | Nil | 0°31 | 031} 0°00 | 0°40 aia O61 | 1°10) 294) 3°36 


: @ Chota Nagpur .. «a | 87°9*| 632") 82°5*| GOO 712") +4°4*) Nil | 0°02 | —O'02) 0°00 | 010) —010 Nil | O21) 1°82 | 0% 





————— __-—_—— 


* Daltonganj not included. 


Merroroteaicat Orrick, BENGAL, A. Pepuzr, 
‘ The 26th November 1895 Meteorological Reporter to the Govt. of Bengal. 
_* 


pene of the Barometrical and Thermom etrical Observations taken at the Meteoro- 
sii Office, Chowringhee, from 17th to 23rd November 1895. 































a3 TEMPERATURE. | Hyarometry. E 
of 8 3 5 a 
Mowrn, | Date, | 4 au | 3 . z 
es a | te} 2 | g 
E Be | 3 | ga | § 
& 5s BS i 3 
Inches. 
87°8 16% Nil 
87°8 18:0 Nil 
863 165 Nil 
86°3 17°4 Nil 
84'8 209 Nil 
841 | 242 Nil 
835 24°6 Nil 







; Inches. 

The mean 10 a.m. pressure of the seven days... oes oe wate 

The mean temperature of the seven days eee eas tee 76-0 

te The extreme variation of temperature eee ite « =: 289 

th _. The maximum temperature oe oe ve ary 

: | The mean 10 a.m. relative humidity of the seven days one oe oi 
Bae The total fall of rain from 17th to 23rd November 1895  ... Sa ae : 

28 _ The daily mean*temperatures are the crude means of maximum and minimum temperatures, 
rzoroLocicaL Orricr, xvi, C. Larrie, 4 
De 25th November 1895. For Meteorological Reporter to the Govt, of India, 
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Les. s N 0. Mads. 2 

© Riwe and paddy Pe B 4st | 65,600 418 

De Se Jute au an 645 | 1,90,160 444 ' C3 

‘ae ‘ 2 ag A Firewood oe - lll 62,000 148 Ng 

- Other articles ad se 878 | 2,524,025 "17 

nae 8) Total | 2,081 | 6,81,826 1,727 | 6,768,976 

: ay * - 

z 2 WA 
* Weekly Return of Traffic Receipts on Indian Railways. capo a 









EAST INDIAN RAILWAY. 
mate Return of Traffic for the week ended 16th November 1895, on 1,698'79 miles open. 






Approzi 





MERCHANDISE AND MINERAL 
COACHING TRAFFIC, TRAvFI 











Other earnin; : 
(entimated). Total earnings, 








Number of Weight 
paneugers. Receipts. . Receipts, 












Rs, A. P. Mops, 8. Rs, a.P 
201,470 | 3,61,306 11 0 86,83,419 30 7,606,748 5 0 
vi211 0 451 67 









of railway ... ose 
18} weeks of hali- 
5,005,045 |*58,62,914 8 0| +5,52,82,286 10 |f1,10,54,000 0 0 $8,02,630 15 0 /1,72,10,545 7 0 


ee 
i 9 Total for 10}-wocks oe 5,706,515 | 62,24,221 8 0) 5,80,15,656 0 1,18,20,748 6 0) 818,904 1 0 |1,83,63,963 9 0 1,680,309} 
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$20,8724 | 3,656,001 6 2 83,653,563 10 | 7,35,214 8 1 11,08,518 9 
aoe 218 15 1h senene 41156 0 6 5 665 5 ree ect) oot 
5,654,678 | 68,654,616 11 3| 5,54,17,658 0 1,16,71,418 12 5] 8,33,009 9 4 /1,78,58,0s 1 








es wel Bett and Tat fon account of diforence botwoen the approximate and audited figures for the week ended Sth October 
TARKESSUR BRANCH RAILWAY. 
Approximate Return of Traffic for the week ended 16th November 1895, on 22°28 miles open. 
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RESOLUTION REVIEWING THE REPORTS OF COMMISSIONERS OF 
DIVISIONS ON THE WORKING OF DISTRICT AND LOCAL BOARDS. 
IN BENGAL DURING THE YEAR 1894-95, 


MUNICIPAL DEPARTMENT—LOCAL SELF-GOVERNMENT. : i 
Calcutta, the 8rd December 1895, 
RESOLUTION. 


Reap— 
The Reports from the several Commissioners of Divisions on the Working of District 
Boards in Bengal during the year 1894-95. 
Read again— Sag 
The Resolution reviewing the Divisional Reports on the Working of District Boards in 
Bengal during the year 1893-94. ) 
Aut the reports were received on or about the prescribed date (81st J y) 
with the exception of those from the Burdwan and Rajshahi Divisions, whick 
did not reach Government till the 19th and 26th August, respectively, = 
2. The year under review was the ninth in which the Bengal Local Self- 
Government Act, III of 1885, was in operation. The number of District Boards 
remained unchanged during the year, but the number of Local Boards was 
increased from 102 to 103, owing to the establishment of a new Board at 
Thakurgaon, in the district of Dinajpur. The statistics furnished for the — 
Rajshahi Division show a decline of 24 square miles in the area and of 41,349 in, ~ 
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the population subject to the control of District Boards, but the cause of this is 
not explained, nor is there a corresponding increase in the statistics of Wes other 
Division. ‘l'rifling variations in the area and population of the Hooghly 
and Howrah districts and of several Local Boards appear to have been caused 
by unimportant transfers from one subdivision to another. 
* 8, Constitution of District Boards—The number of members of District 
Boards was the same as in the previous year, yiz. 794. Of this number, 172 
held their seats ex-officio, against 171 in the previous year 293 were nominated, 
as compared with 314, and 829 were elected by Local Boards, against 309 in 
1893-94. Classified on another principle, 247 members were officials and 547 non- 
officials, against 242 and 552 respectively in the previous year. The European 
and Eurasian members numbered 196 against 200, and the natives of the country 
598 against 594. The variation in the number of nominated and elected 
members was due principally to the fact that in Saran, where in 1891 the 
District Board elections were held too late and the members thus informally 
elected were appointed by Government, 15 members were duly elected by 
the Local Boards during last year. In every instance the Magistrate of the 
district was re-appointed Chairman, under section 24 of the Act, on the expiry 
of his term of office. 
4, The total number of meetings held by the District Boards was 571, or 
51 less than in 1893-94, The District Board of Puri heads the list with 24 meet- 
ings; ecg! Se comes next with 22 meetings; and the District Boards of 
Mymensingh, Backergunge, and Gaya each held 20 meetings or more. In 
Khulna and Shahabad the Boards held less than one meeting’a month. As 
compared with the figures of the previous year, the falling off in the number of 
meetings was considerable at Bhagalpur, Champaran, Dinajpur, Darbhanga, and 





» Patna, while Monghyr, Bankura, and Midnapore show a satisfactory increase. 


In Khulna the decrease is said to have been due to lack of business to 
occupy the Boards—an excuse which the Commissioner is not disposed to 
accept. In the case of the other districts mentioned, no attempt has been 
made to explain why so few meetings were held. The Lieutenant-Governor’s 


- views as to the duties of District Boards in this matter were stated at length in 


the Resolution on last year’s report, and he desires to impress upon the Chair- 
men of Boards that the rule of holding at least one meeting a month should 
only be departed from under very exceptional circumstances, 

5. The number of meetings that had to be adjourned, together with those 
that were entirely abortive, owing to the absence of a quorum, amounted to 89, 
or 5 less than in the previous year. Although this shows some improvement on 

the record of the previous year, the number of 


District. shestive ai ed these failures. was still unduly high in the districts 
Dinajpor yo" ~— moted in the margin. In Muzaffarpur the adjourn- 
Muzaffarpur. ° ments are ascribed to the death of two of the 

p Mymensingh oa z European members, and also to the apathy of 


certain native members in attending meetings, 
while in Puri the increase in the total number of meetings is the cause assigned, 
As regards the other districts, no explanation has been offered. ‘The Lieutenant- 
Governor again draws attention to this important matter, and trusts that both 
Chairmen and members of Boards will endeavour to manage better.in future, 
and will bear in mind that every meeting that fails for want of a quorum causes 
sg and discouragement to the members who do take the trouble to 
attend. 

6. Taking all the Boards together, the average attendance of members at 
each meeting was the same as in the previous year, viz. 9°8, or less than half 
of the average strength of the Boards. It was best in Nadia, Saran, Bhagalpur, 
and Mymensingh, and worst in Malda, Dinajpur, and Jalpaiguri, where more 
than two-thirds of the members were usually absent. No explanation i 
the small. attendance, in. Malda has: been forniahod. In regard to the sm 
attendance of members in Dinajpur, the Chairman observes. that ‘this is 
due more to apathy. on: the part of the members than any other cause.” In 
Jalpaiguri the bad. attendance is:attributed to the diffieulty of travelling during 

n it is 


the rains andto.want of:interest in the work of the Board. In Cham 


explained that. some of the members had left the district for England, and had — 



















not resigned their seats before being? ing. The attendance of official members _ 
shows a slight advance, but there is still room for improvement. nen 
Constitution of Local Boards.~The 103 Local Boards had a total 
strength of 1,231 members, or nine more than in the previous year. Of these, 
47 were ez-oficio members, 744 were nominated, and 440 elected. There were 
156 officials and 1,075 non-officials on the Boards; and classified according to 
their nationality, 115 members were Europeans or Kurasians, the rest being 
natives of this are 
8. The Local Boards held 1,146 meetings, or 33 meetings more than in 
1893-94, Of this number 227, as compared with 164 in the previous year, had 
to be adjourned or proved abortive owing to failure to form a quorum. Only 
26. Boards, as against 33 in the previous year, held more than 12 meet- 
ings. The highest number (30) was attained by the Local Board of Jessore. 
The Sadar Board of the Howrah district comes next with 24 meetings, none 
of which were abortive or adjourned. No less than 63 Local Boards failed to 
meet once a month. The following statement, comparing the results of the 
last two years, shows a slight falling off in the attendance of non-oflicial 
members :—~ 








AVERAGE ATTENDANCE. 


Average percentage of 





Year. 





, Non- attendance. 
Official. official. | Total. 
1 | 2 | 3 4 | 5 
1898-94 9 46 55 459 
1894-95 9 4:4 53 443 

















9. Llections.—No general elections were held in sod apa during the 
a Three bye-elections took place in the Presidency Division—one in the 
ushtia subdivision of Nadia, and two in the Magura and Narail subdivisions of 
Jessore. In Kushtia no candidate was even nominated, and the vacancy was 
filled up by appointment under section 10 of the Local Self-Government Act. 
The bye-elections in the other two subdivisions were not contested. In the 
Burdwan Division two out of four bye-elections failed for want of voters, and 
the vacancies had to be filled up by appointment. The bye-elections in the 
Rajshahi and Dacca Divisions were successful, and in the latter case the voters 
are said to have taken considerable interest in the proceedings, 
10. Occupation of members of District and Local Boards.—The following table 
classifies the members of the several District and Local Boards according to 
their professions and occupations :— 
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There has been no material change in the composition of the Boards. 

11. Powers of Local Boards.—Comiparatively few changes have been made 
in the powers exercised by Local Boards, as summarised in paragraph 12 of the 
Resolution on last year’s reports. With certain exceptions, they continue to 


administer the grants for village roads, pounds, ferries and primary education 
while in some districts the supervision of dispensaries, village sunitation and 
district roads has also been entrusted to them. 








--Notwithstanding the remarks on this subject in last year's movin : 
‘District Board of Burdwan decided to maintain the arrangement under which, 
while the control of secondary education rests with the District Board, the 
Local Boards undertake the payment of grants to the schools. Even this 
mechanical function, however, is stated to have been irregularly exercised, and the 
Commissioner has asked the District Board to reconsider their decision, which 
ars to have been arrived at in opposition to the advice of their Chairman. 
In Birbhum the management of pounds and of certain scheduled roads in the 
‘Rampur Hat subdivision was made over to the Local Board; and in Bankura 
‘ands and ferries were similarly transferred. The control of primary education 
was entrusted as an experiment to the Local Board of ‘Tamluk in Midnapore, 
and also to the Local Boards in the district of Howrah. The Magistrate of the 
latter district, however, who was on leave when the transfer was sanctioned, 
remarks that these bodies do their other work so badly that he has little 
expectation of their succeeding in the supervision of education. Mr. Grierson’s 
opinion on this point is to some extent borne out by the statement of the 
‘rector of Public Instruction that the Howrah Local Boards rarely consulted 
the Deputy Inspector, and appear to have failed signally in conducting the 
examinations ot lbwer primary schools. In Birbhum and Midnapore the Local 
Boards are said to have done fairly well; in Bankura and Hooghly they 
managod education and village roads in a satisfactory manner; but their 
administration of pounds was weak. ' 


In the Presidency Division no change was made in the duties delegated to 
Local Boards, and the genéral character of their work is unfavourably reported 
on. The Diamond Harbour Local Board failed to spend their allotment for village 
roads, and resorted to the irregular, expedient of drawing out the balance ina 
lump sum at the end of the year. None of the Boards managed the pounds under 
their charge efficiently, nor did they kee in good order the district unmetalled 
roads entrusted to robe In Nadia these bodies did not take the trouble 
to distribute their allotments for village roads in time for repairs to be done, 
and although their management of pounds and ferries showed a slight improve- 
ment, they took no interest in primary education, dispensaries or sanitation. 
Tho Murshidabad Local Boards are described as taking no interest in village 
roads and primary education, and the Chairman reports that it would be 
better if they were absorbed in the District Board. In Jessore the state of 
the village roads is said: to be discreditable to the Local Boards, and in more 
than one instance heavy loss was sustained owing to their lax administra- 
tion of pounds. A similar complaint is made from Khulna, where the District 
Magistrate reports that the incompetence of the Satkhira Local Board led to 
consideruble embezzlements by their clerk. 


In Rajshahi and Rangpur the Local Boards are said to have done fairly 
well; the only Local Board in Dinajpur was created during the year; at 
Sirajganj, in Pabna, the Local Board is said to have proved inefficient, and it 
was necessary to curtail its powers. The Commissioner remarks that when 
the Subdivisional Officer is not a member of the Local Board, much of the 
experience gained by him when on tour cannot be brought to bear directly on 
the Board's business, and recommends that in Sirajganj and elsowhere Sub- 
divisional Officers should be made members of the Local Boards. ‘This, however, 
is not desirable unless the Board apply to have the Subdivisional Officer 
appointed Chairman. 

‘The Commissioner of Dacca reports that the Local Boards of that Division 
worked well “ within their still very limited s here.” In -Mymensingh their 
management of primary education has resulted in a considerable increase both 
of schools and pupils; and in Faridpur, Mr. Herald, the Magistrate, expresses 
a hope that the addition of primary education to their duties will result in a 
oop improvement in their work. On the other hand, Mr, LeMesurier, the 

agistrato of Backergunge, says that the Local Boards of his district “do not 
appear anxious to have their field extended, and are too apt to ask the District 
Board to take over from them any road or other work likely to need money 
or trouble to build or to keep up.” Me, LeMesurier thinks this is due in part 
to the difficulty of getting about during half the year. 
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The duties of Local Boards 








| in the Chittagong Division were increased 
eo control of the grant for Primary schools. The Commissioner 


that dispensaries might properly be made over to them, but that the Civil 
Surgeon, who is a member of the District Board, and can easily get what he 
wants from that body, would find a difficulty in carrying on communication 
with Local Boards. 

In Shahabad, an important change was introduced by the District Board in 
the system of allotments to the Local Boards for works, A lump grant was 
made, and the Local Boards were empowered to distribute it at their discretion 
under original works or Tepairs; at the same time, they were authorised to pass 
their own estimates up to a limit of Rs, 300 without ‘reference to the District 
Board. The Saran District Board proposed to vest in the Local Boards the duty 
of carrying out petty repairs of bridges and ordinary repairs of all district roads, 
Neither of these proposals commend themselves ‘to the Commissioner, who 
considers that the fret can only succeed if the Subdivisional Officer is Chairman 
of the Local Board, and has sake the District Board to reconsider the second. 

No changes were made in the powers of the Local Boards in the Bhagalpur 
Division. 

The only change that occurred in Orissa was that the Local Board of 
Bhadrak, in awe was relieved of the management of district roads, In 
Balasore and Cuttack the Local Boards are said to have worked well; but in 
Puri the Chairman of the District Board complains that the Khurda Local 
Board neglected the collection of receipts from pounds and ferries, and that the 
Puri Local Board never visited the village roads under their charge, and failed 
to spend their allotment. 


13. Union Committees.—1t was ori inally intended that the village union 
i Peover iment in this Province, and the 

Bill which passed into law as Bengal Act III of 1885 was at first draited on this 
rinciple, Later on, however, a change was made by which the District Board 
me the unit of administration with Local Boards under it, while the 
Union Committees were relegated to a position of such minor importance 
that it was not thought worth while to attempt to work the provisions of the 
law dealing with them. The Government of India, however, having expressed 
a desire that the system,of village unions should be introduced ex erimentally 
into selected rural areas in Bengal, the Lieutenant-Governor decided to con- 
stitute Union Committees in those localities only where the experiment seemed 
likely to succeed. Accordingly, since the close of the year, sanction has been 
i f 24 unions in the Presidency Division, 15 in 


working of the Committees will be carefully watched with reference to the 
possibility of gradually extending the system. 

15. The following statement compares the income and expenditure of 
the District Boards for 1893-94 and 1894-95 — 


INCOME. 
1893.94, 1894.95, 
Rs, Rs. 
I.—Land Revenue te see see 1,18,278 : te0eee 
VI.—Provincial rates ... ate + 85,97,417 " $5,60,402 
XII.—Interest oe ind any 674 37,616 
XVII.—Police (including pounds) ... +++ 4,560,009 4,36,693 
XIX.—Education ee tee eee 45,561 54,95 
XX.—Medical aee “** ee 14,015 28,930 
XXI.—Scientifio and other Minor Departments ... 4,689 5,425 
XXII.—Receipts in aid of superannuation and com- 
passionate allowances _,., a 638 asses 
XXV.—Miscellaneous BR de eee tee 1,81 ;080 1,99 5526 
STE rinotion—Minor Works and Navigation 225 14,475 
XXXIT.—Oj Works (including ferries) «+»  11,46,828 10,438,708 
Contributions Sa e+ 4,579,149) 5,02,999 
Debt et a +» 6,97,994 7,90,264 


Total =... 66,85,552 — 66,74,080 















Bie 16 titans insleis F S as 
1.—Refunds yO. 1. Saas agit wagner: Oe ans 


18 —Administration «-. © aed a, 2,98,493 2,94,974 
20 —Police (pounds) ... ra ie 27,475 27,215 
22.—Education as Pa . 10,838,144 11,28,359 
24.—Medical ws x08 ste 1,29,911 1,51,912 
26.—Scientific and other Minor Departments —.. 7,082 9,075 
29,—Superannuation allowances and pension ... 5,217 2,978 
30,—Stationery and printing = --- S 45,446 50,632 
32.— Miscellaneous eee oo - 63,644 53,319 
38.—Famino Relief --. aM ey 2,649 26,621 

ecmipensedalg ee ; wn 358 bzees 
43.—Minor Works end Navigation we 10,257 8,782 
45.—Civil Works -. coe sw. 48,22,384  . 41,72,578 

Contributions ..- si oP 4,196 sevens 
Debt a Sais ad 6,99,726 7,24,120 
Interest on Debt ... Lee a 10,282 26,702 
Total ve. 67,10,295 66,77 ,267 


—_ -_———— ——_— 


14. Credit balance.—The year 1893-94 closed with a credit balance 
of Rs. 17,34,464 (corrected figure), which was reduced to Rs, 17,32,181. b 
the close of 1894-95, Out-of this sum, however, more than three and-a-halt 
jakhs consisted of deposits, which were not at the disposal of the, Boards. The 
actual balance was Rs. 18,79,500, or an average of rather more than Rs. 36,000 
r Board, The closing balances amounted to more than half of the year’s 
income in Bogra, Tippera, Noakhali, and Malda, and to more than one-third in 
the three districts of the Chittagong Division, Gaya, and Bhagalpur. The 
district fund of Murshidabad closed with a deficit of Rs. 7,297, owing to the 
budget allotments for the year having been fully spent, while the actual 
receipts on account of cesses fell short of the estimate. The a plication for 
a loan of Rs. 15,000, made by the District Board to establish equilibrium 
between the receipts and expenditure, has since been sanctioned by Govern- . 
ment, and the usual preliminary notification published in the Calcutta Gazette. 
In the cases of Gaya, Tippera, and Noakhali, the large balances are ade- 
quately accounted for, but in Chittagong, Bhagalpur, and Malda there seems to 
have been no proper reason for not § ending a large proportion of the balance 
during the year. ‘The practice which prevails in some districts of District 
Engineers delaying their certificates of work done until so late in March that the 
contractors cannot be paid until after the close of the year should be put a 
stop to, as it falsifies and disarranges the budgets of both years, and involves 
the submission of revised budgets and reappropriation statements, 


INCOME. 
15. Zand Revenue.—Agreeably to the instructions issued last year, the 


income previously shown under this head on account of sale- roceeds of trees, 
&c., recoveries of the cost of collecting road-cess arrears, an fees, fines, and 
forfeitures, has been transferred to head XXV—“ Miscellaneous:” consequently 
the head of land revenue will in future disappear from the accounts. 

16. Provincial rates (Rs. 35,60,402,.—'Lhe amount shown under this head 
represents the receipts of the road-cess in each district, which are credited 
to the District Board, after deducting the cost of collection and revaluation. 
Compared with the figures for the previous year, the income derived from this 
source shows a decrease from Rs. 35,97,417 to Rs, 35,60,402; the decrease 

_ being largest in Champaran, where heavy arrears were collected in the previous 
year, and in Patna, where the cost of revaluation was deducted fromthe amount 
credited to the District Board. 

17. Interest.—The increase under this head, from Rs. 674 in 1893-94 to 
Rs. 37,616 in 1894-95, is mainly due to the transfer of the interest on arrears of 
road cess from “‘ Provincial rates” to this head, under the instructions issued by 

the Accountant-General, Bengal. 2 









> laxity in collecting, to the introduction of new pound forms and more stringent 
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8. 4,50,009, showing a net decr 
ng off is variously ascribed to 
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supervision, which tended to reduce competition and lowered auction-prices, 
to the fact that speculative bids were refused, and finally to the acceptance of 
bids which led to defaults and re-sales at much reduced rents, In these 
i. there is clearly a large clement of guess-work, and all of them can 
hardly be correct. It seems, however, likel enough that the prospect of having 
to —t up more elaborate forms and to undergo more frequent supervision may 
have deterred some of the old farmers from coming forward to bid, and that 
their places have not yet been filled. 

19. The system of farming pounds has been introduced everywhere, and 
only a few sore are managed direct. In Champaran, where direct manage- 
ment had long been in force, the receipts have steadily declined, owin 
to the dishonesty of the pound-keepers, séveral of whom were prosecuted an 
convicted diring the past year. The Board have now resolved to adopt the 
farming system. Attempts have been made throughout the province to 
improve the management of pounds by grenting leases for three years to 
respectable men living in the neighbourhood of the pounds, and a fair measure 
of success has been attained, though in some districts it is said to be difficult to 
find suitable lessees. 

20. The new pound forms prescribed in Government circular No. 3T.M., 
dated the 22nd "48 1893, were introduced in almost all the districts. It is 
reported that this has been imperfectly done in the Howrah and Midnapore 
districts on account of the apathy and mismanagement of the Local Boards. 
Steps have, however, been taken’ by the Chairmen of the District Boards 
concerned to remedy the defect. In some of the districts complaints 
have been made that the forms are too elaborate for an illiterate pound- 
keeper, but, as was observed last year, pounds should not be let to illiterate men. 
In most districts, however, they appear to have worked well, and tic farmers 
will no doubt soon get used to them. Any change of the kind is sure to be 
unpopular at first, but if the farming system is to be maintained, it is essential 
that effective control should be exercised, and this end can only be attained 
by means of well-devised receipts and forms, which render it possible to trace 
the individual cattle impounded. 

21. The year under report shows an outstanding balance of Rs. 52,501, 
which indicates considerable mismanagement. If a deposit of a quarter’s rent 
is taken and collections made regularly, there ought to be no difficulty in attain- 
ing as good results as in Monghyr and Birbhum, where the entire demand was 
collected, or in many other districts where only nominal balances remained 
outstanding. During the yearregular inspections of pounds were made by officers 
of Government and of the District Boards. In Howrah these inspections 
disclosed serious neglect of rules, and the Chairman of the District Board has 

ranted a couple of months’ time to the Sadar Local Board to rectify these defects. 
Ta Rajshabi a member of the Board brought to notice the conduct of a pound- 
keeper in taking more than the authorized fines, and the offender was prosecuted » 
and fined. Eight farmers of pounds in Dinajpur were prosecuted for neglect of 
duty during the year, and all of them were convicted. Some of tho pound- 
keepers in Champaran were prosecuted to conviction for embezzling pound 
collections. The Chairman of the District Board of Saran finds that cattle- 
lifters in some cases use the pounds as a safe means of returning stolen cattle 
after black-mailing the owners. Some farmers of pounds in Puri were fcund to 
have entered false dates in their receipts, and were fined. One of them was 


' prosecuted and was punished for having misappropriated impounded cattle, 


22. Hducation.—The total receipts under this head increased from Rs. 45,561 
to Rs. 54,953. To this increase all the District Boards have contributed except 
those of Hooghly, Jessore, Khulna, Bogra, Faridpur, Chittagong, Patna, Gaya, 
Shahabad, Saran, Muzaffarpur, Bhagalpur, Purnea, Malda, Cuttack, and Balasore. 
Compared with the previous year, the receipts in the Darbhanga, Champaran, 
Mymensingh, Dinajpur, Rangpur and Pabna districts show a considerable 
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~~ increase, due to ibutions from private persons and frdin Government, sale 
of manufactures turned out by the technical schools, and inereased fees. A hand- © 
some subscription of Rs, 1,00 was paid by Raja Govinda Lal Bahadur to the 
Rangpur Technical School. ‘The fluctuations in the other districts call for no 
remarks. 

25. Medical.—Compared with the previous year, the total income under this 
head shows an increase, which occurred in all the divisions rite Rajshahi 
The decrease in the Rajshahi Division is due to the fact that the hahazadpur 
dispensary remained closed throughout the year in consequence of the building 
occupied by it having been burnt down. 

26. Scientific and other Minor Departments.—The income under this head 
was Rs. 5,425, against Rs. 4,689 in 1893-94. Receipts are reported from 
four districts only, viz., Birbhum, the 24-Parganas, Dacca, and Saran, and were 
on account of conservancy and sanitary arrangements made at various fairs in 
those districts. 

27. Miscellaneous.—Tho income under this head amounted to Rs. 1,99,526, 
against Rs. 1,31,080 in the previous year. The increase, which occurred in every 
division aT Rajshahi, is chiefly due to the inclusion for the first time under 
this head of the income previously shown under the head “ Land Revenue” 
from sale-proceeds of trees, recoveries of cost of- collecting road-cess arrears, 
and fees, fines and forfeitures. The decrease in Rangpur is considerable, and is 
due to the fact that Rs. 16,757, being the balance of the drainage fund formed 
by public subscription and lodged in the Postal Savings Bank, was credited to 
the district fund as miscellaneous receipts during the year 1893-94. There was 
a decrease of Rs. 1,729 in the receipts from staging bungalows, which was 
shared by all divisions except Dacca and Patna. 

28, Minor Works and Navigation.—There was no income under this head in 
any division except the Presidency and Chittagong. In the former the receipts 
represent rents for a fanery in’ a drainage channel, and in the latter receipts 
hitherto shown under Land Revenue have, under the orders of the Accountant- 
General, Bengal, been transferred to this head. _ 

29. Civil Works, including Ferries.—The income under this head amounted 
to Rs. 10,43,703, against Rs. 11,45,828 in 1893-94. The receipts are chiefly com- 

sed of tolls on ferries andcontributions by Government or private individuals 
or the execution of particular works. These contributions amounted to 
Rs. 6,389,133, against Rs. 7,52,311 in the previousyear. All sums granted for 
the execution of particular worksto be carried out by local officers have been 
entered in column 36 of Statement IJ, column 67 being thus left to those con- 
tributions which are yearly allotted to balance receipts and expenditure. 
The receipts from ferries increased from Rs. 3,83,158 to Rs. 3,94,072. 
In the 24-Parganas the revenue from this source has fallen off continuously 
since 1890-91, although the number of ferries has increased. In anticpation 
of an increase in traffic, the Mymensingh District Board have taken up no less 
than 62 ferries, and the Commissioner suggeststhat, in order to bring a ferries 
in the district under the same management, they should also rent the ferries 
a A to Government. In the Dacea and Chittagong Divisions attempts 
were made to lease ferries for longer periods than one year, but a difficulty was 
found in inducing suitable lessees to come forward. All the districts of the 
Patna Division show an increase except Patna itself, where the abolition of 
the Panapur ferry on the completion of the bridge and the —— of 
ferry deposits, wrongly credited as rent, produced a decrease 0 Rs. 9,483. 
In Muzaffarpur the causes which contributed to the improvement of revenue 
under this head were the establishment of eight now ferries, the transfer of 
a ferry from the charge of the Magistrate to that of the District Board, better 
settlements and more punctual collections. : 

30, In most districts attention has been paid to the instructions issued in 
last es Resolution in regard to the inspection of ferries, the condition of boats, 
lan ng stages and approaches, and the conduct of farmers and their employés. 
The Commissioner of the Rajshahi Division has advocated the use, 1 
ordinary rivers, of floating platforms on which a loaded cart can be driven, 
and in all parts of his division, except Rangpur, this system has been more oF 
less adopted, The inspection of ferries in Dinaipwr resulted in the prosecution 
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of pounds and ferries was appointed, and abuses in connection with ferries 


_ have to a certain extent been checked thereby. The Lieutenant-Governor 


desires that in future every district officer will note how the system of unex- 
pected inspection of ferries has worked. 

29.  Contributions—The contributions to District Boards from Provincial 
revenues to maintain equilibrium between the receipts and expenditure of those 
bodies amounted to Rs. 5,02,999, against Rs. 4,79,149 in 1893-94. The 
increase was due to the special grants made for the promotion of primary 
education. 

30. Deposits and Advances.—The sums deposited as security for payment 
of revenue by ferry farmers, coutractors, and others, and the recoveries and 
adjustments on account of advances made trom the. District Fund, increased 
from Rs. 6,47,994 in 1893-94 to Rs. 7,20,26¢ in 1894-95. During the year under 
report the Dinajpur District Board drew the last instalment, Rs. 40,000, of 
the loan of two lakhs which they obtained from Government in 1890-91 
for the construction of permanent bridges on the more important roads of 
the district, ‘The sum of Rs. 30,000 shewn against Chittagong represents the 
loan taken by the District Board from the Court of Wards’ Estates at 5 per cent. 
interest to meet the cost of the General Hospital to be constructed jointly by the 
Municipality, District Board, and the Port Trust. 


EXPENDITURE. 


31. Administration—The expenditure under this head amounted to 
Rs. 2,94,974, against Rs. 2,98,493 in 1893-94. In the Presidency Division, the 
falling off is slight, and is Pina due to a decrease in the travelling allowance 
granted to the members of the Jessore District Board. In the Patna Division, 
whero the decrease is largest, it occurred chiefly under audit and treasury estab- 
lishments, and the charges on account of travelling allowances paid to District 
Board members, but it is also partly due to the saving in the salary of the 
Secretary to the District Board, Patna, and to the abolition of pound 


muharrirs in Saran. ‘The rise in expenditure in the other divisions calls for no . 


remarks, being mainly due to the grant of annual increments to employés, 
the payment of increased charges for establishment in offices of accounts, 
control and audit, and increased charges on account of travelling allowance 
to members of District Boards. 

89. Pension and Provident Fund Rules.—As remarked in last year’s Resolu- 
tion, the rules for the management of a Provident Fund have been adopted by 
all District Boards. Pension rules for the benefit of those employés who have 
been transferred from Government service, or from service under the Road Cess 
Committees, have also been adopted in all districts, except in Bankura and 
Faridpur. The Lieutenant-Governor trusts that theso two Boards will, without 
further delay, follow the example of the majority. 

33. Pounds.—The expenditure on cattle jpounds amounted to Rs. 27,215, 
being Rs. 260 less than in the pay year. The decrease is inconsiderable, 
except in Cuttack, where it fell from Rs, 4,961 in 1893-94 to Rs. 353, and was 
caused by the introduction of the farming system into the district. In the 
Patna Division there was a falling off of Rs. 1,783, which was due to reduction in 
charges for establishment in Saran, and also to the charges for the construction 


‘ and repairs of pounds being less in several districts than in the previous 


year. In the Rajshahi Division the expenditure was Rs. 634 less than in the 
revious year, and was due to the abolition of the post of one of the two — 
‘Inspectors of pounds and ferries in Rajshahi district. Dacca is the only Division 
where the expenditure on pounds shows a considerable increase over the figures 
this divisional increase of Rs. 5,490, the district of» 
Mymensingh alone is responsible for Rs. 5,049, which was spent on erecting © 


for the previous year. O 


cattle pound sheds, and in providing the pounds with tariff boards. The flue- 


tuations in the other districts do not call for special notice. 


$4. Education —The expenditure on education amounted to Rs, 11,28,359, 


against Rs. 10,883,144 in the previous year, showing an increase of Rs. 45,215. 
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the preparation of which was prescribed by the Hicutenant-Governor in 1893, 
The reasons for the difference are the same as those mentioned in last year’s — 
Resolution. Kay vai 
Se, Hixemininy the statistics in Statement III, it is found that there — 
was an increase in the educational expenditure of 
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the year, as the results of the examinations were only published just before 
the close of the year. The decrease in Tippera was caused by the transfer 
of the Elliott Artizan School with its grant to the control of the Artizan 
School Committee. In Noakhali it was due to the abolition of the technical 
school from Ist April 1894, as well as to reduced expenditure on the 
repairs of those model school-houses which had to be rebuilt after the cyclone _ 
of October 1893. Taking the expenditure on education by Divisions, it is 
noticed that there was an increase in all the Divisions, with the exception of 
Burdwan, In the Presidency Division the increase is marked in all districts 
except the 24-Parganas, and is chiefly due to the special grants made by 
Government during the year for the expansion of primary education in Nadia, 
Murshidabad, and Jessore, and in Khulna to the payment of the salary of 
inspecting pandits for the whole year, and not for a part of the year only, 
as in 1893-94, and to the payment of arrear bills of the grant-in-aid middle 
‘schools during the year. In the Bhagalpur Division it is said to be due to 
larger expenditure under the head of primary education. In ‘the Orissa 
Division the slight increase in expenditure is the result of an increase in 
¢miscellaneous scholarships and primary schools. ee 

36. Taking, next, the figures of Appendix B, which give a more accurate 
record of the educational 
expenditure of the District 
Boards, the abstract in the 
margin shows for the past 
two years the expenditure 
under the various sub- 
heads given in'that state- 
ment. From this it 
appears that out of the 
total expenditure, 47°7 
per cent. was spent on 
primary schools, 22°04 


per : 
schools, and 21*1 on in- 
spection. A comparison 
of the figures of the year 
under review with those 
of the previous year 
shows that there has 
Qatar i gasiy =| moe | S| ean) m8 | hoon am increase under 
eee ame epememsomales om pace all the heads, with the 
exception of “High 
schools.” The increase 
der “In ion” is 
common to all the Divisions excepting Bhagalpur “nd Orissa. In the Burdwan 
Division the increase in inspection charges amounted to Rs. 1,535, and was due 
dit in Birbhum, to grade incro- 
ments earned by Sub-Inspectors, and to imcreased travelling allowance drawn 
by Sub-Inspectors and inspecting pandits. In Bankura it is due to the classi- 
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. The increase in the expenditure on grants-in-aid to primary schools is 
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aj ridpur, Mymensiggh, Darbhanga, Balasore, and Pu 
The in Burdwan is reported to have been due chiefly to pa ‘ 
made on account of cheques amounting to Rs. 11,033 which were issued in 
ing ni but no explanation has been given in the ease of the other 
istricts referred to. The increaso under the sub-head “ Miscellaneous” is due 
to the inclusion for the first time of Payments to abolished schools and 
Examination prizes and rewards under this head. . 
37. ‘The following statement compares, for the past two years, the expen- 
diture of each District Board on primary education and on education asa whole, 


and the percentage that the expenditure bears to the ordinary annual income :— 
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Board of Bankura, which spent 43°2 of its income on this purpose. Balasore, 
Pabna, Dacca, Cuttack, Mowrals and Puri devoted 30 per cent. or more 
of their income to this purpose, while nineteen: other districts show an 
expenditure of 20 per cent. and over. In Gaya, Shahabad, Muzaffarpur, and 
Darbhanga the proportion was below 10 per cent. of income. Turning to the 
proportion spent on primary education ankura has a ratio of 30 per cent., 
while in seven districts the expenditure was 20 per cent. or more. In Gaya, 
Shahabad, Muzaffarpur, Darbhanga, and Bhagalpur it was below the prescribed 
minimum of 10 per cent., although the first four districts show a little advance 
when compared with the results of the previous year. In Bhagalpur, although 
the amount actually spent on primary ¢ ‘acation is larger, the proportion which 
it bears to total income is less than in 1893-04. ‘Vhe Lieutenant-Governor has 
now sanctioned a permanent increase, uggregating Ks. 31,000, to the grants of 
the most backward districts, which will place them in a position to do more . 
for the advancement of primary education and which will be set apart for this 
urpose. 
: P38. On the formation of District Boards in Bengal, the control over 
middle and primary education, which had hitherto been exereis d by Govern- 
ment, was transferred to those bodies; and in order to secure the satisfactory 


oma of the duty thus imposed upon them, the services of 183 Sub- 
n 


tors of Schools of the Government establishment. were placed at the 
disposal of the Boards, while at the same time grants sufficient to meet the 
charges on account of the pay and travelling allowances of those officers 
were allotted to the District Roards concerned. Schools within municipal- 
ities and cantonments were not affected by this order: the control of those 
institutions remained as before in the hands of the Educat on Department, and 
25 Sub-Inspectors were ré tained in the Department for this work. Experience 
has now shown that the consequent separation of schools into two classes, and. 
the maintenance of a double inspecting agency, which that separation entailed, 
led to waste of time, money, and power, as two different sets of officers have 
frequently to travel over the same ground. Moreover, the existence of this 
double agency has been found to militate against the successful working of the 
system of payment by results, now widely established in Bengal, for the com- 
lete success of which it is desirable that as large a number of schools as possible 
should compete for the available grants. The only possible solution of the 
difficulty was to bring the entire establishment of the Sub-Inspectors in the 
districts in which the Bengal Local Self-Government Act, 1889, is in force 
under one control, and it was obvious that this result could be secured in either 
of two ways—viz., (1) by the retransfer to the Education Department of the 
Sub-Inspectors of Schools transferred to the service of the District Boards, or 
2) by the transfer to the District Boards of the remaining Departmental Sub- 
nspectors. Having regard to the general consensus of opinion of the officers 
consulted, the Lieutenant-Governor came to the conclusion that the latter 
course was the more satisfactory one, and accordingly, the remaining Sub- 
Inspectors of Schools were transferred to the District Boards, with effect from 
the Ist April 1893, subject to the conditions (1) that the Boards must arrange 
for the inspection of schools within municipalities, cantonments, and Govern- 
ment estates by their Sub-Inspectors without further charge to the State, and 
(Il) that the services of one Sub-Inspector should be lent to the Deputy Inspector 
in cach district for a fortnight, or any longer period that might be necessary, 
after the Ist April in each year, to assist the latter in the compi'ation of his 
annual returns, Grants were also made to the District Boards concerned in 


_ order to enable them to meet the cost of salary and travelling allowances of the 
"8 Sub-Inspectors of Schools thus transferred to their service. 


39. There has been no change in the educational fanctions delegated to 


» District Boards. The relations of the Boards with the Deputy Inspector © 
“Schools have, on the whole, been cordial, and complaints against their actiot 


tend to decrease. It is, however, reported that the Howrah Board offere 























for. r of the ; °8 are saic 
< ave occurred in eehet* biota Phe Li or trusts that no 
more be#heard of this,wand that the District Bo 





ards will be ul to 


_ act up to the arrangement made when the services of the Government Sub- 


Inspectors were transferred to them. ‘The Darbhanga, Cuttack and Puri 
Boards were late in submitting their reports. In Khulna there was delay in 
passing bills and in disposing of correspondence. The Burdwan Board is report- 
ed to keep no separate record of educational expenditure, which caused t 
difficulty in adjusting the accounts. The Director of Public Instruction wil 1 be 
asked to report more fully on this subject with a view to the amendment of the 
rules if necessary. Rule 91 of the education rules under the Local Self-Govern- 
ment requires the Boards to submit to the Inspector a uarterly statement of all 
educational expenditure, and it is obviously essential that they should keep 
whatever books and registers may be necessary to enable this statement to be 
“og peat and avcurately prepared. In Rajshahi objection was taken by 
r. Martin to the appointment of a Sub-Inspector on Rs. 40 on the ground that, 
before the passing of the Local Self-Government Act, the Department employed 
no Sub-Inspector on less than Rs, 50, and that this rule should bo enforeed 
even now, as the work of Sub-Inspectors requires experience and their pa 
should be sufficient to induce them to remain in their posts. Sir Alfred Croft 
observes that there is much force in these remarks and adds :—I¢t should 
be staied that two of the Sub-Inspectors under the Rajshahi Board used 
to get Rs. 100 and Rs. 73, erporerely, and that their places are now 
being filled by-two men on Rs. 50 and Rs. 40, so that the Board could 
have still effected a saving without reducing the initial pay to less than 
Rs. 50.” ‘The Lieutenant-Governor has directed the Board to carry out this 
suggestion. The Local Government cannot, under financial rules, create a new 
grade of appointment on Rs. 40 or any such figure without the sanction of 
the Government of India, and the same principle applies to the District Boards. 

40. Tho details of the expenditure incurred by District Boards on primary 
education will bo found in Appendix C. Taking the province as a whole, it will 
be seen that, out of the total of Rs 7,99,170 spent by District Boards on pri 
education in 1894-95, Rs. 5,12,294, or 64°10 of the whole, were paid direct to 
the schools; Rs. 1,19,517, or 14°95, were expended on the salaries of Sub- 
Inspectors, and Rs. 82,832, or 10°36 per cent., on the remuneration of the sub- 
ordinate inspecting agency, while Rs, 33,716, or 4°21 per cent., were devoted 
to examinations, prizes, and rewards. 

41. The Lieutenant-Governor regrets to have again to complain of diserep- 
ancies between the statistics contuined in Statement B and those contained: in 
the General Report on Public Instruction. The form given in Appendix B 
was devised for the special purpose of bringing the two sets of figures into 
accord. Although the Deputy Inspectors of Schools supply both sets of 
- statistics, and elaborate instructions were issued by the Director with the object 
of vendering it impossible that any discrepancies should occur, these have 
failed to produce the desired effect, and the subject will have to be reconsid- 
ered in communication with the Director, 

42. Spectral schoo’s.—Tho Burdwan District Board continue to maintain 
a technical school at Burdwan, assisted by a contribution of Rs, 240 
from the local municipality perine the year under review a propssal 
was set on foot to re-open the industria 
The District Board have guaranteed a subscription of Rs 600 per annum, 
and the municipulity has been asked to contribute Rs. 400, The Rangpur 
technical school is said to be making fair progress, and the average num- 
ber on the rolls rose from 73 to 90. The Board propose to have it 
affiliated to the Sibpur Enginecring College. The District Board of Pabna 
maintain a technical school with a workshop attached to it, where practical 
instruction is given in carpentry and blacksmiths’ work. At the Mymensi 
school the numbers declined from 21 to #6 and the Chairman explains that 





school formerly existing in Bankura, 
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absence of any definite prospects for the boys after leaving the school has “ 


hindered pupi!s from joining. An application has accordingly been made to the 
Director of Public Instruc:ion, through the Principal of the Sibpur Engineering 
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is glad to learn that the Committee have resolved to modify the rules with” 
reference to his remark, when he visited the jet that Higiomst we be | ts 
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in the Patna Division, as well as those of Malda and ane in the Bhagal- — 


re have offered scholarships tenable at the Bi 
ive special schools were opened for the Kharwars on the Rhotas plateau, in 
the district of Shahabad. ‘ho District Board of ‘the 24-Parganas maintain 
a model school for teaching carpentry at Sonarpur. Tho technical school 
at Purnea was, during the year under review, ced under the supervision 
of the District Engineor. The Elliott Artizan school at Comilla, which was 
formerly managed by the District Board, was transferred with its grants to the 
control of a separate Committee. The technical school in Noakhali was abolished 
fromthe Ist April 1894, Tho Balasore District Board contributed Rs. 120 
to the Industrial School at Alipore. The District Boards of Howrah, Noakhali, 
Tippera, Backergunge and Puri granted scholarships for the education of 
students at the Sibpur College. The Midnapore Board offered a prise noe 


- tothe most proficient pupil of the Moisadal Raja’s technical school who shoul 


join the Sibpur College after passing the Entrance Examination, but no one 
took advantage of the offer. The Noakhali Board has founded a scholarship 
tenable for two years at the Calcutta Arts School. The Outtack District Board 
paid for three boys who are learning at the J obva Workshops. On the whole, 
considerable progress scoms to have been made towards imparting technical 
education to the masses. In districts where such schools have not yet been 
started, a beginning might be made on a small seale, keeping, however, 
always in view the principle that such institutions are intended for the boys of 
the artizan castes, and not for pupils from the ordinary educated classes, who 
are not likely to follow these trades when they grow up. 

43, Female Medical Bducation,.— Scholarships were granted to female medi- 
eal students by the District Boards of the 24-Parganas, Birbhum, Mymensingh, 
Faridpur, Backergunge, Patna, Shahabad, Saran, Champaran, and Cuttack. 
In Jessore, Burdwan, Chittagong, and Puri scholarships were offered, but no 
candidates came forward. ‘The Gaya District Board spent Rs. 491 on the 
training of dais. The Lieutenant-Governor accepts these arrangements as 
evidence that the Boards realise their obligations in the matter of female medical 
education. 

44, Medical.—The total outlay under this head amounted to Rs. 1,51,912, 
being Rs. 22,001 more than in the previous year. The excess occurred chiefl 
under the head of hospitals and dispensaries, and was distributed over all 
districts, except Bankura, Midnapore, Murshidabad, Khulna, Dinajpur, Bogra, 
Pabna, Backergunge, ‘Tippera, Patna, Shahabad, Malda, and the districts of 
the Orissa Division. In none of these, however, except Murshidabad, Pabna, 
Tippera, Patna, and Cuttack, was the reduction of expenditure material. The. 
decrease in Murshidabad was due to the fact that the Board paid in 1893-94 
arrears of salary due to the Assistant Surgeon attached to the Jangipur 
Dispensary, while in the year under report no such payment was made. In 
Pabna the falling off was due to the Shahzadpur Dispensary having remained 
closed throughout the year, as it was destroyed by tre in April 1894, The 


_ decline in expenditure in Tippera oceurred under the head of repairs, as a large 


sum had to be spent on this account after the cyclone of October 1893. The 
decrease in Patna has not been explained, and that in Cuttack is said to be 
due petty to the abolition of the Jagatsingpur Dispensary and partly to delay 
in the supply of English medicines. Al divisions, except the Presidency, 
Chittagong, and Orissa, show increased expenditure on hospitals and dispensaries. 
The proportionate increase is largest in the Burdwan Division, where 

gy District. Board opened two new dispensaries, contributed Rs. 1,000 to 
the Branch Dufferin Hospital at Chinsura, and also hel ed to maintain the 
‘Mondlai Dispensary built from the bequest of the late Be: Bholanath Basu, 


© Two dispensaries were opened in the Howrah district, at Amragori and Syam- 


te and adonation of Ks. 200 was made to the Howrah General Hospital. 
‘Phe Lieutenant-Covernor is glad to notice that Babu Iswar Chandra Hazra of 


ar Industrial School. — 
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‘Rajshahi, an he District Board of Bogra, which also 
constructed a new building for eusary at Buriganj. In the Daeea 
_ Division new dispensaries were upened the Boards of Mymensingh, Backer- 
gan} and Faridpur, but the Dacea Boa ent only Rs, 477, or” 39 per cent. 6f 
_ their income, on all medical purposes, which is by far the smallest sum expended * 
mi ‘any Board in the province, No sufficient explanation is given of this 























! t of an obvious duty, and the Lieutenant-Governor trusts that the Board 
will take steps to increase their contributions under this head. ‘The Chittagong 
Board opened a new dispensary at Satkania, and contemplates establishing three 
more. A new dispensary was opened during the year by the Noakhali Board, 
and two others are under construction. ‘Two new dispensaries were opened in the 
Monghyr district, and the Board took over the sole management of the indoor 
dispensary at Beguserai. During the year under report the District Board of 
Puri was relieved of its contribution to the Satpara Dispensary, which exists 
chefly for ‘the benefit of the Salt Department, and the contribution paid by it was 
refunded by Government. The Board has since taken over the dispensary at, 
Pipli. Altogether there were during the year 67 dispensaries maintained chiefly 
from District Funds at a cost of Rs. 55,194, without counting those institutions 
which are chiefly maintained from other sources, but which receive help from 
the District Funds. ra 

45.. The District Boards of Rangpur, Pabna, Gaya, Mymensingh, Noakhali 
and ‘Chittagong retained the services of midwives in thoir districts, and the District 
Boards of Burdwan, Rajshahi, Jalpaiguri, Shahabad, and Faridpur contributed 
towards the pay of the midwives entertained by the local municipalities. In 
Tippera the District Board contributed Rs. 50a month to the Faizunnissa 
Zenana flospital for a lady-doctor; in Mymensingh, a lady-doctor, trained at the 
cost of the Board in'the Campbell Medical Schoul, was placed in charge of the 
Female Hospital at the head-quarters station ; a lady-doctor on Rs. 40 and a 
house allowance of Rs. 15 was placed by the Shahabad District Board under 
the orders of the Civil Surgeon; Rajshahi gave a monthly allowance to a lady- 
doctor practising at Boalia, and Burdwan contributed half the pay of the 
lady-doctor attached to the Municipal Dispensary. The Bankura District 
Board paid Rs. 275 to the Bankura branch of the Countess of Dufferin’s Fund 
for the maintenance of the zenana hospital at the head-quarters of the district, 
and the Hooghly Board also contributed Rs. 1,000 for the maintenance of the 
Branch Dufferin Hospital at Chinsura. 

46. Sanitation.—The total expenditure on sanitation rose from Rs. 84,166 

1893-04. 189495. in 1893-94 to Ks. 86,585 in the year 
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Ditto "village sites wa 870 3693 margin show how these amounts were 
Conse llages oe ° . 

Benttation ot faire vee WSS 927,500 apportioned among the various sub- 

Other sanitary expenditure ... ... 82,175 12,802 heads of expenditure in both years, 


47. From these statistics it appears that a substantial advance has been made 
during the year under report towards the improvement of water-supply. The 
largest expenditure under this head has been incurred in the Presidency and the 

_ Patna Divisions, where the amounts allotted were more than double those of the 
previous year. Rajshahi is the only Division where there hasbeen a decrease 
gree this head. It is, however, reported that the Rajshahi Board provided 










8.6,000 in the budget for sinking wells, and estimates for three wells were , 


sanctioned, but the expenditure was small, as the works could not be completed 
during fhe year under report. . 
48. e figures of the Chittagong Division are misleading. In State- 
ment IV only Rs. 27 has been shown as the amount spent by the Chittagong 
‘Board in the improvement of water-supply, although, asa matter of fact, Rs. 5, 
‘was actually spent during the year in forming reservoirs for drinking-water, 
This amount was not included in the aceounts, as, under the advance system 
followed in the district, the sums expended had not then been adjusted, 
In point of fact excellent work has been done in the Chittagong Division 
in the way of improving the water-supp'y. In Chittagong itself the Distriet 
Board have drawn up a comprehensive scheme for the construction of reservoirs 


4 


a 
e 


$e a rs nl ee 
sole object of keeping particu nr “ta ks 
many cases this is done free of cost, and the. 









ate oy or wate 


is therefore no index of the amount of improvement effected. The example 


of Noakhali is one which may well be*followed in other districts. The forma- 
" tion of voluntary Committees is probably the best means by which to. bring home 
to the people the advantages of pure water and clean surroundings, and to pre- 
re the way for a further extension of Union Committees. The main ct 
im the existing methods of providing for rural water-supply seems to be the 
great variations in the expenditure of different districts and of the same district 
in different years. Thus, during the past year, Bankura, Howrah, Jalpaiguri, 
Malda, and Puri spent absolutely nothing on this object, while the expenditure 
in Rajshahi, Dinajpur, Bogra, Tippera, Shahabad, and Balasore was less than 
Rs. 500. The Shahabad District Board, besides spending Ks, 425 on improve- 
ment of water-supply, contributed Rs. 4,000 towards the maintenance of the Arrah 
water-works. Under the special orders of “ar. Forbes, the Commissioner, 
Rs. 17,160 was spent by the Boards.of the Patna Division in constructing 24 
roadside wells, in repairing 362 similar wells, and in providing 50 wells with 
buckets, chains, and lifts for drawiug water. Absolute uniformity in a matter of 
this kind is of course out of the question, and the Lieutenant-Governor equally 
‘recognises the impossibility of expecting District Boards to devote a large propor- 
tion of their incomes to this purpose. In order, however, to secure that some- 
thing, however little, should be done every year, it seems to His Honour that every 
District Board might properly set apart at least the sum of Rs. 5,000 a year for 
the improvement of water-supply to be spent either in the digging or improve- 
ment of wells, or in the excavation or restoration of tanks to be reserved for 
drinking purposes only. ‘I'he amount suggested is rather more than double the 
amount actually spent during the past year; but it is very small when compared 
with the urgency of the want and the extent of the area to be served. The 
Boards will doubtless find means of making the money go as far as possible by 


enlisting the aid of voluntary Committees, as is done in Noukhali, or by distri-- 


buting their allotments in the form of small grants in aid of village funds, as is 
suggested by the Commissioner of the Presidency Division, 

49. ‘I'he expenditure incurred on other sanitary objects amounted to 
Rs. 12,201, against Ks. 32,175 in the et year, when the Mymensingh 
District Board contributed Rs. 20,000 to the Rajeswaii water-works at Nasirabad. 
The amount spent in the past year includes Rs. 1,992 laid out on drainage works 
in Rangpur, Rs. 928 for the clearance of the Santi nadi in the 24-Parganas, 
Rs. 1,209 for drainage in Dinajpur, and Rs, 2,284 paid as subsidy to the steamer 
services between Malda and Rajmahal and Rampur Boalia, ’ The last item, 
though legitimate enough in itself, should not have been shown under tho head 
of sanitation. 

50. Stationery and Printing.—There was an increase of expenditure under 
this head, amounting to Rs. 5,186, which was largest in the districts of 
Shahabal, Purnea, and Cuttack. In the case of the first two, the increase was 
due to the introduction of the new pound forms, and in that of the latter to the 
receipt during the year of forms which were indented for in the previous year, 


which largely swelled the expenditure. The fluctuations in the other districts’ 


do not cal] for any special notice. 

D1. Miscellancous.—The expenditure under this head fell from Ra, 63,644 
to Rs, 53,319 in the year under report. The outlay on serais and dik bungalows 
decreased by Rs. 393, while Provident Fund contributions increased by Rs. 3,362. 
The decrease in the 24-Parganasis due toa change in the classification of charges 

or planting trees on the sides of district roads. In Bankura the decrease is 
ed, because expenditure incurred in 1893-94 on account of fees on 
‘processes issued from the revaluation office did not recur. In Burdwan the cost 
of acquiring a site for and constructing a dék bungalow at Asansol, 
led to extraordinary expenditure in 1593-94, which was not repeated in 
1594-95, Similarly in Chittagong, the apparent saving of Rs. 7,063: is due 
‘to the payment of Rs. 9,000 the year be ore to a contractor under a decree, 
while ro such charge was incurred uring the yearunder report, The decrease 
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‘Provident’, aving been in abeyance. 
_-  62.. Famine Relief—Vhe bas at ev relief amounted to 
Rs 26,621, of which Rs. 16,113 was spent under Public Works by the Darbhanga 
District Board. No particulars of this are given‘in the report, and the Commis- 
sioner says that no relief works were found necessary during the year ; it is 
peteiy a charge on account of works executed in 1892 or 1893 and not 

co ee to account at the right time. In Cuttack Rs. 5,179 was laid out on 
_ Yelief in the north-eastern part of the district on account of the high floods 

in July 1894. At first a food-kitchen was opened, but was soon closed, and 
gratuitous relief given in mohey and grain doles, work being also provided on 
certain roads. The District Board of Tippera distributed Rs. 3,553 to distressed 
persons during the late scarcity, and the Faridpur Board advanced Re. 1,568 
to certain philanthropic persons in the Madaripore subdivision for the relief 
of special cases of distress. It was mostly: used for the employment of dis- 
tressed women on didn husking. Relief works were also undertaken in 
Monghyr on account of the flood of the river Ganges, which caused heavy loss, 
and scarcity was also felt in some parts of the Gogri and Sadar thanas of that 
district. Relief works were started on roads and charged to civil heads of the 
budget; the Collector gave out tacccavi advances to the 
and Rs, 213 was spent on gratuitous relief. 

68. Civil Works.—The following statement compares the expenditure 
under the head of civil works during the past two years :— 
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1 | 3 8 | 4 5 6 | vi 8 9 
Ra, Rs, Rs. Rs. Re, Rs, Ra. Rea, 
1808-940 ws 48,568 13,009,189 21,77,116 5,968,491 24,600 1,565,699 8,674 48,22,984 
1894-05 ope) | ans 38,608 12,238,763 22,00, 255 6,27,780 26,144 40,725 7,303 41,72,578 
Difference... ... 0,955 —85,419 + 32,140 +29, 289 | +484 | —1,14,974 1,871 1,489,806. 








_.The total expenditure shows a decrease of Rs. 1,49,806, to which all the 
heads in the table contribute, excepting repairs, establishment and contingencies, 
and tools and plant. The largest decrease is noticeable under “water-su 1 
and water-works,” and is due to there having been no expenditure under this 
head during the year under report comparable to that of Shahabad, of which in 
1893-94 contributed Rs. 1,00,000 for the Municipal Water-works at Arrah. 
The expenditure on original works and repairs (columns 3 and 4) is divided 
thus between Communications and Buildings :— 





CoMMUNICATIONS. Burvpres. 
- Kemeny FT 
Original works. Repairs. Original works, Repairs. 
Rs. Rs. , Rs. Rs. 
1893-94 is 10,29,188 20,22,672 2,79,994 1,541,453 
1894.95 ‘> 10,08,267 20,42,791 2,15,496 | 1,66,464 


Under both heads the expenditure on original works is less and that on repait 
Rs, more than in the preceding year. Under 
Momeeseh eS) SUN” wrote: the Btoes expenditure on which has fallen off 
Backergunge ... ; 


Ba ir ‘Rs, 85,419, the largest'expenditure was incu 
Saran e618 the districts nanied in the margin. In the 24- 
Dinajpur oa nasthe metalling of the road between Barasat a 
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noe 56,168 re was neatly completed, the amount o 
expenditure during the year being Rs. 9,830, In Murshidabad and Khulna the 
expenditure was more than double that of the previous year, and comprised 
in the former district the raising of certain mam roads and the eonstruction 
and repair of bridges, and in the latter the making of light iron bridges over 
several khals. The Victoria bridge on the road from Burdwan to Katwa was 
completed and opened for traffic. The expenditure in Midnapore shows an 
increase of Rs. 17,829, which is reported to have been spent for the most 





jotthe Boaid’s “coutributions tolthe 


e extent of Rs, 17,000; . 



















in replacing the wooden superstructures of some of the important bridges , 
ry fou girders, and in ree Bae house for the District Bows office. In — 
Rajshahi office buildings for three Local Boards were constructed, two of 
which were completed during the year, The thatched boarding-houses 
attached to the Technical School having been burnt, substantial corrugated- 
iron sheds were constructed at a cost of Rs. 2,837. In Pabna the con- 
struction of two wings to the zilla school building was completed during the 
year. In Dacca the new female cottage ward at the Mitford Hospital was 

constructed, and a considerable sum was spent in constructing and bridgi 
the district roads, In the Mymensingh district important works were carri 
out on behalf of Government in the shape of fiew cutcherry buildings at 
Jamalpur and Kishoreganj, and several roads and bridges were constructed. 
In Backergunge the quadruple munsifi at Patuakbali was completed, and the 
subdivisional residence at Patuakhali has been in progress. Several bridges 
were also constructed during the year. In Saran the expenditure on original 
works, as compared with last year, has nearly trebled, Several roads have 
been raised, metalled and bridged, and a bridge at Mushruk has been finished 
since the close of the year, supplying a link in the traflic between the grain- 
roducing districts of Nepal and Chapra. The important bridge across the 
npun river in Patna was completed and opened. to traffic during the 
ar, and two bridges were constructed on the Bakhtiarpur-Bihar road. 

Gaya the Ghanghar bridge is in hand. Owing to the unwillingness 
of the District Board of Monghyr to contribute more than Rs. 5,000, the’ 
important project for a bridge at sf amuia over the stream dividing the districts 
of Monghyr and Gaya had to be abandoned. The Lieutenant-Governor trusts 
that the Monghyr Board will reconsider the matter, for, if this river is 
spanned, there will be direct communication between Gaya, Nawadah, 

ecundra, and Jamui onthe East Indian Railway. The Champaran Board 
constructed some bridges on the Motihari-Dhaka road, which was partly 
carried away in last ly flood. In Muzaffarpur, where the expenditure 
was highest under this head, the District Board have taken over the Municipal 
road from the station of Muzaffarpur to the Korlahiaghat bridge, which was 
washed away in the heavy fiosie of 1892-93. This road has been raised 
and metalled throughout, and it is proposed to construct a pontoon bridge 
over the Little Gandak, for which the Board have taken a loan of Rs, 80,000 
from Government. Several other important bridges have also been constructed. 
The district of Darbhanga is graduaJly recovering from the former drain 
upon its resources; but as the District Board has to repay annually a large in- 
stalment ofthe loan granted to it, it will be unable to carry out any 
original work of importance for some time tocome. The Board has, nevertheless, 
constructed several bridges, among which the one over the Dhoi nala has been 
altered and renewed at a cost of Rs. 22,750. 

54. An examination of Appendix D shows the following results:—The 
mean provincial percentage of cost of civil works on total expenditure (column 9) 
is 62°8, the maximum (67°5) occurring in the Bhagalpur Division, and the 
minimum (50°5) in Orissa. Among districts Muzaffarpur shows the highest 

entage (76°6), while Shahabad and Monghyr come next with 71-6 and 

14 respectively. Turning next to the of cost of establishment 
on total expenditure (column 10), the rate fr the whole province is 9°2, against 
8°8 of the last year, but in 13 districts the proportion exceeds 10 per cent. 
and in Bhagalpur, stands as high as 148. Again, while from column 11. it 
8 that the provincial average is 48:5, in Hooghly, Jessore, Rajshahi, 
* , Champaran, and Muzaffarpur the District Engineer receives ‘as salary 
more than half the total sum shown as cost of establishment for the year. In 
. Champaran his salary comes to 73°] per cent. of the whole, and in Cuttack 
and Balasore the ratio is nearly 60 per cent, Incolumn 12 of the statemen 
the provincial mean ratio of cost of establishment to expenditure on origi 
works and repairs is shown to be 17-9, but it is ome in.21 districts, the 
ps, cna lace being taken by the Puri District Board (36:77 per cent.). Lastly, 
column 13 shows the provincial mean ratio of the District eh ei to 


expenditure on original works and repairs to be 7:8, but 10 cent, is 
exceeded in 10 dibestots, the first place beng taken i Puri, pve adr 
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margin shows the outlay on village 
roads in each Division during. the 
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op ee pers two years. In the Burdwan 
» " “1898-94. isoag6 Division the Local Board of Suri 
hen Rs. Rs. undertook the repair of 36 roads, but 
Rerieen Division .., ‘ei 37.80 81,847 oto leted ne ae Ram- 

ts oh A ET ove Ae 073 Pur Local Board did wor costing 
"Sic heh eae S) qe7ee. Sagas Rs. 1,545 bat only Rs, 2 was 
Chittagong % mt «. 88,718 ~—-49,196 actually brought into the accounts, 
Reagepay hoe Maiti Ieee go'sis because the District Engineer failed 
Orissa ui 17,243 22,339 to have the works checked and the 


55,297 86489 ills sent in at the proper time. In 
TO oom) ABATE aga Howrah, Mngt Malda, and 
Chittagong the repairs were lar, ely 
undertaken by planters and other resident gentlemen, and in Rajshahi 
the Chairman of the District Board reports tbat in his tours of inspection he has 
noticed excellent work done on villa roads by both European and native 
ae in their private capacity. Out of 1,911 miles of village roads in the 
‘acca Division, 1,585 miles are in Mymensingh, while Faridpur bas only 33. 
Large balances remained unadjusted in Midnapore, and the matter is now under 
inquiry. ‘I'he increase of Rs. 6,051 in Cuttack is due to the construction of 19 
new village roads by the Local Board, five of which were taken up as relief 
works, The largest expenditure on village roads in any one district wag 
Rs. 23,439 in Mymensingh, and the lowest (Rs. 303) in Salpsigied As was 
remarked last year, the mileage cost of village roads varies greatly. In 
Champaran it cost Rs. 7-8 to maintain a mile of village road, while in the 
Ghatal subdivision of Midnapore the corres onding figure was Rs. 118. Dis- 
trict Boards should, under the guidance of the Commissioner, frame a rule that 
roads which cost more than a certain sum to keepup should be classed ag 
district roads. 
» 56. Water communications.—The outlay under this head during 1894-95 
was trifling, but money was usefully spent by some District Boards in doaa 
‘ing, cleaving, and improving channels, The Lieutenant-Governor is glad to 
notice that the members of the Dacca District Board have taken up the question 
of the silting up of the Buriganga river, on which the town of Dacca stands, 
the maintenance of which is important for sanitation no less than for naviga- 
tion. Nawab Ashanullah Khan Bahadur has, with his usual liberality, volunteered 
to contribute towards this work. In Noakhali the improvement of the Nadona 
khal, an important water-artery, has been pronounced practicable by the Chief 
Engineer, and will, it is reported, be begun as soon as the country dries, 
57. Steam communications,—The District Board of Dacca still maintains 
a steam ferry between Narainganj and Munshiganj. The receipts, it is said, 
cover the annual cost of maintenance, and the service is much appreciated by 
the people. In Backergunge the subsidy to the steam service between 
Barisal and Khulna was reduced from Rs, 6,000 to Rs. 5,400. During the 
ear no payment was made to the I. G. S. N. Com any for their steamer service 
etween Barisal and Chandpur, with a branch to adaripur, as they supplied no 
statement of the arrivals and departures of their steamers. The Malda District 
Board contributed to the cost ofthe steam service between English Bazar and 
Rampur Boalia, the total amount paid being Rs. 1,200. A farther subsid 
Rs. 1,084 was given by the Board during the year to the farmer of 
Rajmahal ferry, for running a steamer between Rajmahal and English B 
The two steamer services in Tippera, one from Maniknagar to Gokarna, and the 
other from Chandpur to Hajiganj, were discontinued d the year, as they 
Barisal « 








proved unprofitable to the ompany. ‘That between Noakhali and Barisal was - 


maintained at a monthly cost of Rs. 200 a month, bat the service between 
Sandwip and the mainland could not be im roved, as the river is dangerous in 
the south-west monsoon. The Lioutémant-Ch 
question continues to engage the attention of the Noakhali Board. Steamer 
communication was maintained between Pabna and Kushtia for a part of the 
earon payment of a monthly subsidy of Rs. 300. ‘Tho total outlay incurred 
" by the District Board of Pabna was Ra, 1,950 during the year. 
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68. Miscellaneous Public j ats.£Diiring the year under report the 
river Kusi in Parnea, which has for sometime past been threatening the district 
with floods through several of its new off-shoots, was surveyed at an — 
estimated cost of Ks. 7,800, of which Government contributed Rs. 2,800, in® 
addition to the pay of the Engineer. The Belwa embankment, which protects 
Purnea from the overflow the river Panar, was maintained at a cost of 
Rs. 3,669, which was levied from the owners of the iands benefitted by the work. 
In Faridpur the District Board had to pay Ks. 1,055 in fulfilment of the 
guarantee given to the Telegraph Department on account of the Madaripur 
telegraph service, and in Backergunge the jetties at Bhola and Patuakhali were 
repaired at a cost of Rs, 205. Considerable attention is reported to have been 
paid in almost all districts to arboriculture, and money was spent in planting 
and maintaining trees along the sides of roads. In Monghyr no less than 22,000 
trees on road-sides are now maintained, and the sale of the fruit annually 
yields about Rs. 250. In Burdwan the expenditure on arboriculture amounted 
to Rs. 2,063, and in Pabna to Rs. 2,011. , 

59. Railway Feeder Roads.—lLaists of projected feeder roads to the Eastern 
Bengal State Railway and the Bengal Central Railway have need ee ert by 
the Public Works Department, and an officer of that Department will be deputed 
to survey these and prepare estimates of their cost. The work of construciton 
will be entrusted to the District Boards, and grant will be made to them 
from Provincial Révenues for this purpose, which it is hoped they will be able 
to supplement from their own funds. Something has already been done, 
Anaghin a desultory and unsystematic fashion, towards carrying out this policy 
in certain districts, and as soon as the scheme described above has been com- 
pleted, further progress may be looked for. In Nadia, for example, the District 
Board allotted ks. 2,371 for the construction and improvement of five unmetalled 
feeder roads, on four of which some expenditure was incurred during 
the year. In Burdwan proceedings for the acquisition of land for a feeder 
road from the village of Devipur to the Kailway station, have been 
stopped in consequence of the death of its chief promoter, Babu Kalidas 
Sinha. An effort is being made to obtain the necessary funds from other _ 
loeal magnates. In Birbhum eight miles of the road connecting the 
Sainthia Railway station with Suri were metalled during the year. In Dacca 
several roads were: improved, and iron pipe drains and wooden bridges for the 
discharge of rain’ and flood water provided which will make these roads 
fit for traffic throughout the year. ‘The important railway feeder road from 
Sripur station to Mathajuri, taken in hand during the previous year, was com- 
pleted. In Mymensingh the feeder road from Kalibazar to Boilor was completed, 
and that from the same station to Iswarganj was commenced, The bridging 
of the Mymensiugh-Porabari road was also undertaken during the year. A 
detailed survey was made for a raised and bridged road costing Rs. 80,682 
from Mathajuri to Tangail, but the Board found the project beyond their present 
means, The Rage Board has sanctioned two fair-weather roads, to the 
Railway station at Sabour on the East Indian Railway and to Balna road 
station on the ‘Tirhoot State Railway. In Purnea a feeder road from the 
Sonaili Railway Station to Pranpur is under construction. The total outlay on 
this road up to 31st March 1895 was Rs. 20,311, of which Rs. 11,463 was paid 
during the year. Another: feeder road was constructed in this district by the 
Kishanganj Local Board at a cost of Rs. 203. In Tippera estimates for four new 
roads were sanctioned, and the works will be taken up on receipt of Govern- 
tient sanction to the projects. 

60. Railways and Tramways—In May last the District Board of Burdwan 
poopnest to take up ascheme fora steam ‘tramway or narrow gauge railway 

ween Burdwan and Katwa and were prepared to offer certain guarantees. 
It is understood, however, that the Government of India intend that this line 
shall be constructed as part of the East Indian Railway. During 1898-94 
the District Board of Bhagalpur proposed to grant a concession to use the road 
from Bhagalpur to the Sonthal Parganas for the Bhagalpur-Ahmadpur Railway 
ons by Sir William Hudson. The project has since passed into the 
of the East Indian Railway and tie abl geninatt te been surveyd. The 
District Board of Birvhum has been asked to state what assistance they can ~ 
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So pa Hotes Tce se 1. to stguct a steam tramway .on’ the ‘district. 
road. from Barasat to Basirhat with a branch line ‘from _Bremangar to 

iduria, aggregating 32 miles in length, under a’ guarantee from th - Dis- 
trict Board of the en ome approved by the Board, but the negotia- 
etions ,with the contractors fell through, and fresh tenders have since been 
mnvited. A similar tramway from Ranaghat to Krishnaghar vid Santipur, in 


the district of Nadia, will, it is reported, be commenced before the close’of ’ the 
| Gurrent year, the preliminaries haying ‘been settled by the Board with the 

promoters of the scheme, Messrs. Martin and Company. The projected tram- 

“ways from Howrah to Sheakhala and Amta have been EE Seg and are under 
_fonstruction : they receive guarantees from the District Board. } 

63. . Drainage.—In the 24-Parganas. Rs. 938 were spent in the improvement 

of the Sunti Nadi in the Barasat subdivision by removing obstructions from the 
channel to a uniform width of 20 feet for a distance of 10 miles, This’ is 
stated to have rendered the locality more healthy, and it shows how mych can 
be done at a moderate cost to set stagnant water flowing and to remove the 
conditions which generate malarial fever'throughout a large area. In Murshid- 
abad Rs, 627 were spent in maintaining two drainage cuts. In Serampar 
the scheme for the canalization of the dea _Tiver Kausiki, about 14 miles long, is 
still pending for want of information on certain points, although Govern- 
ment, has expressed its willingness to carryout the work, and Saints it in. the 
Kden Canal system, on condition of the District Board contributing half the 
cost. _InRajshahi a project was carried out for re-excayating the Putia drainage 
channel. In the Chittagong Division Rs. 1,894 was spent on drainage, and the 
Commissioner observes that in constructing the line through the Kolidaha 
swamp in Noakhali, the Railway have’ completely drained and reclaimed the 
swamp at a cost Rs, 2,000. 

64. General remarks.—Tho Lieutenant-Governor will conclude this Resolu- 
tion by reproducing the comments of Commissioners on the working of the 
District.and Local Boards in their divisions during the year. 

‘The Officiating Commissioner of the Burdwan Division writes :— 


The following remarks have been left by Mr. Dutt, as Commissioner of the Division, 
for the year :— 


ba 


“The District Boards have done their work fairly well throughout the Division. and no 
instance of friction or specially bad work came to my notice within the year. ‘Local Sélf-. 
Government has been a success in these provinces, and it is a distinot gain in the cause of good 
go ernment to secure the co-operation of representative non-official gentlemen in our adminis- 

_ trative wor 

Tam. not disposed to go quite so far as my predecessor in these views, for I qu 
tion, whether an —_ conspicuous advantage to. the administration has been gained b the 

_ Antroduction of Local Self-Government as he believes. Doubtless much good work has pe 

done by District Boards, but it would probably have been done equally well under the old 
pil ‘The real advantage of the system lies, not in. better. administration. but in the 
Brant edneation in the management of local affairs which it affords to, those, who bare in 

@ work, and in the opportunities of obtaining adyice which it ples to the District Officer. 

‘ihe I desire to add a te or twojn acknowledgment of the good work done by the Sub- | 
Committees of a District Board—work which is often tedious and disagreeable, but which ‘has 
, to be done by someone. Tho labours of the Finance Sub-Committee in auditing, the accounts 
of Local Boards and in examining the details of the budget often make large demands on 

the time of men, most of whom have little leisure... So, again, much time is given in some 
gases by the Education Committee to the consideration of questions prising from the numer- 
cous schools in the district. Mr.,Windsor has correctly pointed .out. that the duties of the 

ve are consultative and not executive: those functions are exercised Ww the working trium- 
virate of Chairman, Vice-Chairman and District Engineer, with whom might also. associate 
the Deputy Inspector of Schools and the Civil Surgeon. im 
~The work of the: Local: Boards was not so. successful, chiefly because they have not 
enough work to interest them. Asa reference to the discussions connected with the intro- 

(duction of Local Self-Government will show, Local Boards are not really anintegral part of the 
Machinery of the scheme, and it has from the first been found difficult to assign to. them their 

t 


Place. If they are to have enough work to interest. and employ them, the Dis‘riet 
Pau divest itself of some important functions, which it had ho apa better r tain. 


ent powers are not granted them, they obviously 1 superfluons on the stage, and 
Mididionenese of the fact does not tend to rous: their interest in such dutics as ao fall to 


i 
4 @x) 

st + 
Be Lak) 
af 
ae “ ae ea 


f 
if 
4 
df 








S % ~— . 4. if ah) 4h * ate bee an 
~~ Mr. Westmacott, Commissioner of the Presidency Division, observes cei 
_. As remarked in my General Administration Report for the pest yeas may be said 
generally that the District Boards are of some use as consultative bodies, but the work is — 
really done by the Magistrate of the district as Chairman, and the quality of the executive 
work depends upon the character of the Jistrict Engineer and his loyalty to the Magi: 
and Chairman. Had it not been for these officers, everything would have colla ‘The 
office work is supposed to be supervised by the Viee-Chairmen, some of whom look after, it, 
and some do not. The executive work is done very much more expensively than it used to. 
be when the ferry fund was administered by the Magistrate, and not more efficiently. The 
contractors and subordinate officials must be making large fortunes. I cannot but think thaty 
native members of the Board, who know what work ought to cost, could effeot large reduc- 
tions of expenditure if they tried. I have received a most unfavourable impression of the 
work of the Local Boards in the Division generally. Their management of pounds and of 
petty roads has been feeble and incompetent in the extreme, and I consider myself justified 
in pronouncing that these bodies are of no use whatever, and had much better be abolished. 
It is true that they have not been asked to do much, but what little has been entrusted to 

them, has been so very badly done, that it would be absurd to extend their functions. 


The following are the comments of Mr. Nolan, Commissioner of the. 
Rajshahi Division :— 


In my opinion the Boards worked well during the year. The chief drawback was due 
to the many changes made in the office of Chairman, by the transfer of District Officers. 
The main business was done by these officers, and the degree of their efficiency always indicates 
that of the Boards. 


The Commissioner of the Dacca Division (Mr. Luttman-Johnson) _ re- 
marks :— 


There ean be no doubt that the District Boards as District Councils are a success in this 
Division. I do not know how they would manage without the official Chairmen. Under 
the guidance of the official Chairmen, and subject to the limitations prescribed by law and 
rule, they have generally proved useful consultative bodies. The neglect of towpaths and 
dispensaries by the Dacca Board is an yo to the rule. I regard the devolution of 

rimary education to the more local Subdivisional Boards as a distinct step in advance. 
Rnd I would like to see the Subdivisional Councils ually take the place of the District 
Councils, as they do in the adjoining district of Sylhet, where a District Council never 
formed part of the scheme. 


The Commissioner o/} the’ Patna Division (Mr. Forbes) records his 
opinion as follows:— 


“On the general subject of the working of Local Self-Government institutions, I beg to 
reproduce below in extenso the remarks I made in my last General Administration Report :— 

“<It is not easy to give one’s opinion in a condensed form, and without writing an essay 
on. the pro, and success, or otherwise, of the system of Local Self-Government in this 
country. Putting the matter as shortly as I can, my own opinion is that the experiment has 
to a certain extent been a success, though not in the way hoped for by its originators. Expe- 
rience of the working of the system brings into relief the fact that although the different local 
bodies are, as a rule, extremely useful as consultative bodies and in strengthening the hands 
of the executive, yet, with a few notable exceptions, they are not fit, and probably never will be 
fit, to be left to manage their affairs themselves. 

“*Phough I thus feel foreed to admit that whatever hopes the founders of the scheme had 
of their alumni ever being able to work alone have not been realized, yet I think that the 
scheme has certainly succeeded in being of use, although not im the way. anticipated. The 
District Boards have certainly been an undoubted success, in the ré/e of advisers and upholders 
of the executive; and the system itself is a guarantee that aes Ae isdone coram publico. It 
ensures good counsels (or at least discussion) and publicity. t the members do-not indivi- 
dually take part in the active work, or only to a very small degree, does not matter. The 
object is to get the work done, and it is done, and the Board see that it is done; and their 
usefulness is thus complete. 


as soon as the ‘work of village 


The Commissioner of Chittagong (Mr. Oldham) makes the following 
observations :— | 


“Of the Local Boards, of which there are only the three in Tippera, it is enough to 

a, that they have done all that was required of them, and as well as could be eeprted: 

They have neither status vor scope enough to be councils analogous to the District Board, 

while their jurisdictions are far too large for them to be local self-governing bodies like the 

e unions, now for the first time created, the working of which will be watched with 
great interest, 












well, and as this has been 









ed bodi nity, full of interest in what they have to do, capable 
of m independence, able to stand criticism, and important powers in the tract of country 
Which they administer. Thero aro several local reasons for these Boards having been so 
uniformly suecessful, They have on the whole been very wellled. Their Vico-Chairmen 
have been gentlemen of exceptional oapesity public spirit, and energy, Except for the very 
modified system ek a portion of the Tippera District Beard, they are not elective, and 
are free trom the jealousies attending that system, while they embrace, the District Officers 
ieve, the most capable members of the community who are found willing to serve, 
They are free from other jealousies because of the absence of aristocratic exclusiveness, the 


7 diffusion of wealth, and the comparative social equality which prevail, The prevalence 
Islam accounts no doubt for this latter feature, 


“The anomalous feature in the constitution of these Boards is the wide aiea entrusted 
to them, and the consequent want of knowledge among their members of the needs and 
circumstances of the people and tracts which they have to administer. 


The Commissioner of the Bhagalpur Division (Mr. Toynbee) makes the 
following remarks ;— 
“Tt is well known, as the Chairman of the Purnea District Board observes, that the 


work of the Local Boards is done entirely ag the Chairman and Vice-Chairman: all depends 
upon their selection. It is to be regretted 


working of the Board. It is perhaps a mistake to appoint pleaders of large practice as 
executive heads of such Boards: they do very well as adviser and consulting exverts, but for 
practical executive work they have not the time. It is hoped that these gentlemen, when 
they find that pis cannot earry on the duties of such honorary appointments, would resign 
in favour of members who have the time, inclimation, and ability to do the work 

During the last five years Sir Charles Elliott has watched with interest the. 
working of District and Local Boards, and has formed a distinct opinion as to. 
their respective merits as departments of the public service. In District Boards 
the Government possesses a valuable agency, for assisting the executive of the 
districts with information as to local wants and conditions, and advice in the 
manifold detuils of internal executive administration. The strength of these 
Boards resides in the fact that the represent more or less adequately the 
chief interests of the district, and that the questions which come before them 
are important enough to arouse their interest, while at the same time they 
are relieved by the executive of the duty of controlling and supervising 
details The chief defect of the District Boards consists in the’ large area of 
their jurisdiction and in the difficalty of appointing a body of men who will 
effectually represent all parts of the district and all interests in it, The 
division of functions between the Boards and their Chairmen is one well adapted 


them by each of ine ake différent Chairmen who have vase 


ws anid more, it may be taken that they are established = 


t many of these honorary elected appointments * 
are made imply on personal consideration, and not for the good of the public or efficient” 





PS 


to the work that has te be done. The representative body opel the ™ | 
8 


information and experience on whigh to base the decision as to what should be 
done; the officer who wields the executive power in the district gives effect 
to those decisions, With Local Boards it is different. It has hitherto been 


found impossible to extend their functions so as to give them work of sufficient 


{ 


importance to enlist their interest keenly. Nor, at any rate in most cases) | 


have they at their head an officer of experience in business with a suffi-. « 


Vs 


cient staff at his disposal. hus their energies flag, and the work thats — 7h 


is given them to do is too often indifferently looked after. The policy, 
by which these defects can be cured s: ems to be one involving 


decentralisation, the devolution of some of the work now retained by the *)* 


District Boards, the appointment of an official Chairman, and the -abolition of 
tie Sadar Local Board, which is an evident superfluity. It is possible also. that. 


the extension of Union Committees and the promotion of village sanitation sie 


stimulate the energies of Local Boards and provide for them congenial wor 

in supervising and guiding the action ef the Committees; or again the latter, 
being more closely in touch with local interests, may in time absorb the 
functions of Local Boards and render these bodies superfluous. Either result, 
however, must be the work of time, and it would be premature to venture on 
any forecast of what will happen within the next few years, 


By order of the Lieutenaut-Governor of Bengal, 


H. H. RISLEY, 
Secretary te the Government of Bengal’. 
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NOMINATION OF A REPRESENTATIVE TO A SEAT IN THE COUNCIL © 
OF THE LIEUTENANT-GOVERNOR FOR MAKING LAWS AND : 
REGULATIONS ON THE RECOMMENDATION OF THE 
MUNIOIPALITIES IN THE ORISSA AND CHOTA 
NAGPUR DIVISIONS. 


No. 5826A, 
APPOINTMENT. 
RESOLUTION. 


Dated. Calcutta, the 3rd December 1895. 


Tue appointment of the Hon’ble Maharaja Jagadindranath Roy of Nator 
as a member of the Bengal Legislative Council will expire on the 23rd January 
1896. The Maharaja was appointed on the recommendation of the municipalities 
inthe Rajshahi Division, end 2 accordance with the decision arrived at in para- 

® graph 5 of the Resolution of this Goverament, dated 25th March 1893, the muni- 
cipalities of the Orissa and Chota Nagpur Divisions will be entitled to exercise the 
eo of recommending a person for nomination to the Council to fill the 
aharaja’s vacant seat. The necessary notification will therefore now be 
published in the Calcutta Gazette specifying the groups of municipalities in the 
Orissa and Chota Nagpur Divisions from which a recommendation will be made 
to the Lieuteaant-Governor for the nomination of one seat in Council. 

2. The Lieutenant-Governor is pleased to prescribe that the same proce- 
dure shall be followed as was adopted in 1893 and in the summer of the present 
year, and that for the purpose of making its recommendation, each municipality 
concerned shall proceed to elect from amongst its own members an electoral repre- 
sentative, who shall beentrusted with full powers to vote fora member to represent 

» thegroup in Council. It has been determined that only those municipal corpora- 
tions which enjoy a clear income from municipal resources proper of Rs. 5,000 
and over shall exercise the right of electing an electoral representative. The 
voting power of each of these representatives will be calculated by the income 
of the municipalities concerned according to the following scale :— 


ate 


Votes. 

Municipalities with an income of Rs. 5,000 and less than Rs. 10,000 

will be entitled to ay YP es Ken 

Municipalities with an income of Rs. 10,000 and less than Rs. 20,000 
to 


ano with an income of Rs. 20,000 and less than Rs. 50,000 
0 


panos with an income of Rs. 50,000 and less than Rs. 1,00,009 A 

yr ae with an income of Rs. 1,00,000 and less than Rs. 1,50,000 ‘i 

cman! with an income of Rs. 1,50,000 and less than Rs. 2,00,000 
0 


fs sn a with an income of Rs. 2,00,000 and less than Rs. 2,50,000 
i * ~ ‘a . eae we wee eee eee 
Ps Municipalities with an income of Rs. 2,50,000 and over to sei 


8. Each municipality will elect one electoral representative only, and this 


pest shall be entitled ‘o record, in behalf of the candidate he supports, 
all the votes of the municipality which he represents. 


ecording to the scale above laid down, the following munieipalisioenitl 





“ie tadelegate:—- 

’ Municipalities in the Orissa Division. ‘ 
OT Pa sett + ‘ | 
ies ‘ Crdinary [Number of votes 

Diatriot. Mamo of Municipality, “eam. mniiaens 
presentativo. 
Rs. 
Cuttack ‘ae .. 41,798 , 8 
ae Cuttack ** ( Kendrapara we +. 7,280 1 
Balasore «. Balasore We 15,668 2 
Puri 0) Bari vA 29,673 8 
9 
Municipatitics in the Chota Nugpur Division. 
Rs. 
Haswribogh {Citta Ba 
Lohardaga wo. —— anchi sii we 16,002 
Manbhum -» Purulia py: .. 16,016 


ia! BS OD ee 


5. Under Rule IV. of the Regulations which havo been framed by the 
Governor-General in Council with the sanction of the Secretary of State under!” 
section 1 (4) of the Indian Councils Act, 1892, for Bengal, the Lieutenant- 
Governor desires that intimation may be at once communicated by the Commis- 
sioners of the Divisions concerned to the Chairmen of the Municipalities enumer- 
ated in the above list, requesting them to arrange without delay for the conven- 
tion for a special mecting of each municipality concerned, at which one of their 
members may be elected to represent them for the purpose of recommending the 
nomination of a member in the Lisutenant-Governor’s Council. The name of 
the delegate selected must be reported by the Chairman of the Municipality 
concerned for the information of the Commissioner of the Division. 

6. The period of two months which is contemplated under Rule VII of 
the Regulations quoted as the period within which a recommendation shall 
be made to the Lieutenant-Governor, is hereby declared to run from the date on} 

' which the Commissioners concerned (whichever is latest) issue their invitations 
to the Chairman of any Municipality to elect a delegate. { 

7. As soon as the electoral representatives are elected by the municipalities, 
they will be called upon by the Commissioners of the Divisions concerned (who 
will act in concert for this purpose) to meet together on an early and con- 
venient date with special reference to the limit of time imposed under Rule VII 
of the Regulations. The place of mecting will be in the Bengal Secretariat, 
Writers’ Buildings, Calcutta, and delegates will be allowed their travelling ex- 
penses according to the scale laid down for the attendance at meetings of 
members of District Boards. 

The names of all candidates put forward at such meeting shall be duly 

roposed by one of the electoral representatives present. ‘The election shall. be 
] ballot, and the person elected must obtain a majority of the votes of the 
representatives present. If on occasion of the first ballot an absolute majority 
is not obtained, the candidate who obtains the least number of votes shall be — 
withdrawn from the election, and another ballot shall then be held for the 
remaining candidates, and so on until an absolute majority is obtained. 

The electoral representatives present at this meeting shall elect amon 
themselves a Chairman, who shall preside and be responsible for the fair an 
proper exercise of the ballot vote. 

As soon as the election is made, the Chairman of the meeting shall without * 
delay report to the Chief pbsrina: # to Government the name of the person so 
elected with the number of votes obtained, and any other information which 
it may ap desirable to communicate, and on behalf of the meeting shall 
recommend to the Lieutenant-Governor to nominate for Council the person so 
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‘> §) Attention is drawn nich 
Governor-General in Council an Secretary of 


ve been framed by the 
tate :— 
et shall be a a in = ey Lang Dept ech oa - ended by a Muni- 
cipal Corporation or group © unici rations t e a person ordi 
vesident within the ian ity or tee district in which it is situated, or A pee one of the 
municipalities constituting the group or of the districts in which they are situated. A similar 
condition shall also apply to pers»ns to be recommended by District Boards. 

Under this rule it is not necessary that persons recommended shal Ib 
members of any municipality or District Board concerned, but they must be 
ordinarily resident within the division from which the recommendation is made. 
Subject to this condition, the rules declare no limit of qualification, and it is 
left to the electoral representatives to recommend a person under Rule V‘e) 
according to the majority of their votes. 

9. It is expected of Divisional Commissioners and District Magistrates that 
they will afford any assistance which may be required of them and do their utmost 
to facililate the smooth working of the election. At the same tire it must be 
distinctly understood by all officers of Government of every departmentand grade 
that they are prohibited from interfering directly or indirectly with the free 
choice of a candidate by the elective bodies, or from attempting to influence or 
direct the action of these bodies in any way. No indication should be given 
by any official of the manner in which he himself personally intends to yote. 
Alt cers are warned that’any violation of these orders will be severely dealt 


‘Ordered that & copy of this Resolution be firnished to the'Cotnmaissionérs of 
tke Orissa and Chota Nagpur Divisions for inforthation and guidance, atid for 
conimunication to the municipalities in their Divisions. 

Ordered also that a copy be published in the Caleatta Gazette. 

By order of the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, 


Hi. J. 8S. COTTON, 
Ohief Secretary to the Govt. of Béngal. 
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Hes For the week ending the 2nd December, 1895. 

-Burdwan.—No rain. Weathor cloudy. Prospect of aman rop very bad. Reapi 
of aman has commenced. Sugarcane very good. tabi being en Condition of cattle 
good. Water and fodder sufficient. Common rice sells at an average price of 15} seers 

, per rapes. 

Midnapore.—Rainfall nil. ‘Weather getting cooler. Aman paddy is being harvested 
with poor results in the Ghatal subdivision. The high lands in the Contai subdivision have 
given an unfavourable outturn. abi, indigo, and sugarcane are doing well. Fodder and 
water sufficieut. Prices of common rice:— 


Srs, 
Contai aii re ie oe 21 
Tamluk se ee eee ae Te 
Ghatal ber jad 200 we «14 to 15 
24. .—Bainfall nil. Weather seasonable. Harvesting of aman continues; 


prospects ourable except in the low lands and in the south of the district. abi sowings 
almost over. Sugarcane doing well. No cattle-disease. Fodder and water sufficient. Rico 


at— 
Srs..c. 
Sadar Ae Se .. Wtol4 0 
Barasat ne see ae 15 0 
Basirhat 70. se eR 45 .83.(-P9* 7Ppee. 
Diamond Harbour ... | a ay 16 0 | 


ing of aman commenced’; estimated outturn eight annas. Indigo, mul , and 
sugarcane are doing well. Hodder and water sufficient. Price of common rice 14 seers 
per rupee. 
Khulna.— Rainfall nil. Weather seasonable. Larvesting of ehhotan paddy going on. 
Oultivation of rabi crops nearly over. Standing crops doing well. Fodder and water suffi- 
cient. Prices of common rice :— 


Murshidabad.—No rain. Weather seasonable. Sowing of rali ccopanenely finished, 
1 


. 8rs. c. 
Sadar See naa we =—s« 17)t0: 22 0 
Bagerhat sae ven san 17 8 | pr rap, 
Satkhi ani aoe cae 14 3 


aoa gy ara nil. Weather warm during the day. Condition of standing 
crops good. Paddy is being cut. Sowing of radi |crops over. Rain much needed for these 
crops. Common rice sells from 15 to 16 seers per rupee. No report of cattle-disease. 
Folder and water sufficient. 

Rangpur.—Rainfall nil. Harvesting of aman commenced. Sowing of winter crops 
going on. Kain wanted. Prospects Era good. Common rice selling from 12 to 14 
seers per rupee. Fodder sufficient. No cattle-disease. 

na.—No rain. Aman rice promises to yield an average outturn. Other crops good 
on the whole. Fodder sufficient, : 

Dacca.—Rainfall nil. Weather seasonable. Harvesting of aman rice commenced ; 

s fair. Rabi crops being sown. No cattle-disease. Fodder available. Common 
rice sells at 16 seers per rupee. 

Chittagong—No rain. Weather hot and occasionally cloudy. Prospects of late 
winter rice not good. Rabi sowings continue. Water and fodder sufficient. Rico sells at 
16 seers per rupee. 

Patna.—No rain. Harvesting of paddy in progress. Rabi and poppy sowings com- 
pleted; the latter reported to be on the whole Caine and fairly forward for the time of the 
year. Common rice selling from 18 to 23 seers per rupee. Condition of cattle good. Fodder 
and water sufficient. 

Gaya.—No rain. Rabi crops suffering for want of moisture. Rice being harvested. 
Price rice at Sadar 14 seers per rupee against an average of 17 seers. 






wpm aT TD ROS 23. — 






ohms eB FT eee ng tnt dal 
*rico selling from 18 to 22 seers per rupee. - Fodder and water for cattle sufficient. 


o Darbhanga — Ne rain, Paddy harvest in progress. Rain wanted for rabi Poppy 
© sowings complet 
rupee. 





Fodder for cattle sufficient. Common rice selling at 164 seers per 


oe? Bhagelpat Be nil, Weather seasonable. Harvesting of aghani nee still 


continues. ing of rabi is almost over. ects of indigo fair. No cattl 
Fodder and water sufficient. Common rice sells at 17 seers 10 chitaks per rupee at Sadar. 


h Purnea.—No rain. Aghani harvest proceeds. Rabi sowings continue ; ir. 
Cattle-disease in Sadar thana. Fodder and water sufficient. Common rice from 15 to 
24 seers per rupee. 
Cuttack.—Rainfall nil. Weather seasonable. Harvesting of Jaghu sarad continues. 
Guru sarad maturing. Condition of cattle good. Fodder sufficient. Oommon rice sells 
— 


Srs. c. 
Gaiask ove one ove ve ij 
ajpur vee pa ase 9 
Kendrapara a om SRS fealtctng 
Banki we! 7 OLS 


Hazaribagh.—Rainfall nil. Harvesting of paddy continues; tien outtarn 8 to 12 
annas. Rain wanted for rabi crops. Poppy promises well. Fodder and water sufficient. 
Price of common rice 12 to 16-seers per rupee. 

General Summary.—No rain fell during the week. Harvesting of rice is in progress, 
and the outturn, as previously reported, is expected to be below the average, except in parts 
of Northern and Eastern Bengal and in Orissa. The sowing of the rabi and poppy crops 
is nearly #2 zi ate al — well, but for former > —— is repo eae 
in Bihar and Nort . Sugarcane is gene a crop, and the peets of indi 
ate fair. Cattle-disease still exists in the’ Bedar a of icrnea seiees the cattle are 
in good condition. The price of common rice continues steady. 


By order of the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, 


Revenve DEPARTMENT, Cc. E. BUCKLAND, 
The 3rd December, 1895. Secretary to the Government of Bengal, 


PF 







. | Bath | 136 














95 | 30-012 








592 | 73 | NNW andcalm...| 29 





a. | 

1265 90 051 | 703 | 816 | 21-4 | 60-2 60:0 | 73 |Nandcalm ...| 88 ” 
Chiefly clear, 

x - | 

| 

696 | 72|NNEaadcalm...| 42! ,, | Clear, eu 
| a. »| 

pr | 

586 | 73 |NNWandcalm...| 32!  ,, | Chiefly clear, 
hs | 

] 








» | Chiefly clear, ‘ 


Pepa | 
60-4 | 68 | ESE, Nby Band} 49| ,, Partially low, 4 
11340] 97] 065} 714} 813] 202) 614 630 | 60-6 | 69 | ey ) 
| 69 oy by E and 45 ” Bree =, ] 
: 4th | 
actin -, 4 
‘he mean pressure of the seven days... va 30018 | 
The average pressure of the pom cae. period for 24 years, Surveyor- | 
General’s Office adh ‘oa <a Mel 80°004 
The total number of hours of bright suushine wk vas bis CLT 4 
The maximum possible number of hours of sunshiue a ate 761 
° 
The mean temperature of the seven days 69:7 
The average temperature of the corresponding period for 24 years, Surveyor- 
General’s Office res eee see 71°4 
The extreme vuriation of temperature Sai = ay ae 22:7 
The maximum temperature ... hed ee obs sat 816 | 
The highest velocity of the wind in one hour ose a aes ad 4 
° party 
The mean relative humidity . eos 71 “i 
- The average relative humidity of the ‘corresponding — * for 24 years, 
Surveyor-General’s Office ts 71 
The total fall of rain from 24th to 80th November 1895 ts. Nil 
Tue aie 3 fali of the corresponding period for 24 years, Surveyur-General’s 
0 oo cee i 
‘Lhe total fall from Ist January to 30th November 1895 ns eae 
The average fall of the corresponding period for 24 years, Berrayor-Cloueral’s 


Otbee see 


6516 ea 
n pressure, temperature, &,, are deduced from the traces of the Baro ch " se cee 
lad denon made at Gh., 10h., 16h. and 22h. graph and Thermography,” 
Phe maximum end minimum ‘temperatures are obtained from self-registeri " 
ieidaetre are verified and the readings have been corrected to a standard construct 


‘shove the ground. 





barometer readings are corrected approximately to those of the standard Newman’s 
at the Surveyor-General’s Office. 


ogigal Office, and bssed on Regnault’s modifications of August’s formula. 
oe of the rain-gauge is one foot above the ground. 


Orrice, Govt. or Ixpia, pre m C. Lirrix, 





ed and Necthai's the | 
. They are exposed under a thatched shed open at the sides and are suspended ay a 


ates and the movement of the wind are taken from the trace of a Beckley’s anemograph, 


a for atop Reporter to the Govt. of India. 





No, 86, — 
ric elements are obtained from Tables III, IV, and V of the official tables computed. Pa 





AKEN IN BENGAL FOR THE WEEK ENDING, 8am, SA1 IRDAY, — 
‘THE 80rn OF NOVEMBER 1895. “ ia S| 
Se ; ' ; A Sas 
Me Ar the close of the previous week ordinary north-east monsoon weather prevailed ove? 


in distinct excess, while a fall of temperature of about half to one degree took place. 











_ the whole province, and conditions were nearly normal. Oa the 24th of November, or the first — 
day of the week under reviow, a moderate inorewse of pressure occurred, and pressure becam® — 
aud the — 
night temperatures became distinctly below the bormal, though the day or maximum tempera ‘ 
_ tures were still in small excess, Almost similar changes occurred on the 25th, but on th®-— 
tha moderate fall of pressure commenced, though the temperature continued. to fall- — 
‘The changes on the 27th were small, but similar in character to those on the 26th; and 
though the day temperatures were still above the normal by about 1° to 2°, the night 
Or minimum temperatures were in defect by about 1° to 8°, Onthe 28th the changes of — 
pressure and temperature were very small and rather variable, and weather continued fine 
except in and near the hills, where it became a little disturbed, and a few showers fell 
which were reported on the 29th instent, On that day also though the changes of pressure 
were very small, the mean temperature at most stations had increased by about 1° to bt 
and both day and night temperatures were usvally in small @xcess: Weather, however, — 
was still very slightly disturbed in the bills, and one or two showers fell, while a little — 
increase of cloud proportion was noticed at the stations in the plains. On the 30th a brisk — 
increase of pressure had occurred, the rise at many of the Bihar stations exceeding a — 
tenth of an inch, and again a considerable excess pressure wasestablished over the pro- 
vince. Temperature on this day was also in distinct excess, the variation from the normal 
mean equalling about 2° aint 
Throughout the woek except in and near the hills in North Bengal on the 28th and ~ 
29th instants, fine settled weather has again prevailed, and a fairly steady northerly wind — 
current has been reported at practically all stations. Except also for a few local showers in 
and near the hills no rain has been reported throughout the week. 
Pressure.—'L'be moan pressure for the week has been in slight excess in all districts, the 
usual variation equalling from 0:02” to 0:03", . 4 
Tomperature.—The average mean temperature for the week over the whole province has 
been 0'7° in excess of the normal, the seat of the largest excess having been in Bihar and — 
Chota Nagpur, where it has ranged from one to two degrees, 
The actual temperatures registered over the province and their variation from the normal 
values are, however, best seen in the table below, where the average temperature data for 
- nine selected stations in different districts of the province are given. : 


Table showing the excess or defect of the actual mean temperature from the normal Jor the week — 
¢ ending Saturday, the 80th November 1895. 
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Rainfall.— Except a few local showers of no practical importance, which have oe 
and sani hilis of North Bengal, there bas been no rain again in the plains of Bengal — 


{wit | 0°03 | 0-08 | 0:00. 


082 | ae Nil | 0°06 | —0°08| 0°00) 
720 01} Nil | 0°16 | —9716] 0°00 
* gro Nil | O11 on 0°00 





* © Daltonganj not included, 
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Ny “3 Number of | Weight of Mollage. 

a ai 
Bea | No. Mads. Mads, Rs, . . 

' Rice and paddy ove PP 363 58,665 

Ri Jute a a 635 | 2,138,000 12.978 it 
Firewood | re ibe 132 | | 84,160 neues “oo - 
Other articles at _ 745 | 2,02,486 2,28,087 8,362 

Bae Total | 1,865 | 6,58,800 6,872; 









Ni BENGAL CENTRAL RAILWAY. 


Abstract of principal commodities carried over the Bengal Central Railway du : ' 
September 1895, as compared with the same month of the snarl dg the month of. 
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Harry Srvart, 
Joint- Auditor and Examiner of Accounts, 
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@ Audited up to Sth October 1895, 
b Excluding steamer earnings, 


BENGAL CENTRAL RAILWAY. 
Approximate Return of Traffic and Mileage for the week ended 23rd November 1896, on 125 miles open, 


”" CoacHiING Trarric, MaDORATRNE Ap MERAY | TRAPPIC TRAIN-MILES R 





Other earnings,| Total earnings, 


















Number of Coaching Weight 
é passengers. receipts, carried, | Receipts. 
Rs, A. P, Mps, Rs. a. p.| Rs, a, PB Rs, a. P. 
traffic for the week soe 30,760 11,600 0 0 95,310 0 9910 0 0 170 0 0 21,770 0 0 
Gr per mile of railway tl 246 40 0 762 0 9 0 0 100 1m 0 0 
ssh va Ke 648,430 2,15,989 0 0 16,78,802 0 | 1,67,463 0 0 4,406 0 0} 8,87,858 0 0 
Total for 21 weeks... 674,100 | 2,27,670 0 0 ths a 0| 1,77,373 0 0 4,576 0 0) 4,090,628 0 0 


Comparison, 


Total for corresponding week 
of previous $1,005 12,359 0 0 74,446 0 5,687 0 0 208 0 0 18,264 
we eon of ralway correspond. i ; 


responding ale 255 9 00 506 0 “6 00 200 160 0] ue 
to corre: A 
not fo om tae 2,083,808 0 0| 19,44,617 0| 1,14,057 0 0] 4,523 0 0| 8,27,448 0 
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* Audited up to 5th October 1895, 


DACCA STATE RAILWAY. 
Approximate Return of Traffic and Mileage for the week ended 23rd November 18¥6, on 86 miles open, 


OCoacnine TRAFFIC, MERCHANDISE AND MINBRAL 
TRAPFIC, 
Other earnings Total 


(estimated), earnings, ; 
Number of Coachi Weight J ‘ ch 
passengers, veosipts. carried, Receipts, Ooachir ‘aca 















Re. a, P. Mops. 8, Rs. a, P. Rs. a.r, Rs. A. P. v. 
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7,500 0 0 75,000 0 7,120 0 0 20 0 0 4,890 0 0 

880 «0 873 0 83 0 (0 200 ms 0 8 


1,87,141 0 0 7,62,076 0 63,064 0 0 4,072 0 0 |*2,04,877 0 0 
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1,414,701 0 0 8,387,166 0 70, 1% 0 0 4,882 00 0 | 2,19,767 0 0 
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RESOLUTION REVIEWING THE REPORTS ON THE WORKING OF 
MUNICIPALITIES IN BENGAL DURING 1894.95, 


MUNICIPAL DEPARTMENT—MUNICIPAL. 
Calcutta, the 9th December 1895. 
RESOLUTION—No. 4387M. 
Rrap— Ai i 
The Reports from the several Commissioners of Divisions on the working of Munici- 
ott the Lower Provinces of Bengal (except Calcutta) during the year 
1894-95. 
Read again— 
The Resolution reviewing the Divisional Commissioners’ reports on the working of 
Municipalities during the year 1893-94. i 
Tue following Resolution reviews the reports submitted by Commissioners 
of Divisions on the working of Municipalities in Bengal uring the year 
ending on the 3lst March 1895. Five of the reports were sent in punctually ; 
those from Dacca and Rajshahi were a few days late; the Presidency rep¢ 
was three weeks and the Burdwan report about five weeks behind time. 
The Commissioner of the last-named Division explains that this was due 
mainly to the failure of the important Municipalities of Howrah and Hooghly — 
to adbintt their reports in proper time. The Government of India Fak 
much importance to the punctual submission of the Provincial Resolution, and 
the Lieutenant-Governor desires that District Officers will endeavour in future to 
induce the Municipalities in their districts to send in their reports in good time. . 
2. Number of Municipalities, Population.and Rate-payers—The number of 
_ Municipalities—146—remained unchanged. The table in Appendix A shows 
the date of establishment of each Municipality, the population within municipal 
its, and the number of ag he Syd ineach, The population under municipal 
inistration according e Be: ensus of Scoble peer being made bi 
quent. increaso—was ,434, against 2,727,620 in the previous year, the 
ease being due ¥ the readjustment of the boudaiee of coal 















hagalpur Divisions, and app rs to have been mainly due to the s stem 
which was prescribed last year, of counting actual rate-payers and not holdings. _ 
In Guttack the number increased by 1,404, owing 't ¥ 
years of treating as rate-payers only res who paid house-tax. ‘The intrue- 
tions given last year seem ¢n the whole to have been complied with, and the 
statistics of rate-payers, having now been corrected and compiled on a uniform —— 
principle, will in future ‘vears be some test of the activity of Municipal Com- 
missioners in revising their lists of assessees, (> Bees ot. 0 
/ 4. Results of elections held during the year.—General elections were held in: 
the Municipality of Hazaribagh and in Kharar, in the district of Midnapore. 
Elections were also held in two wards of the Darbhanga Municipality owing 
to certain irregularities in the general elections held towards the close of the 
_ previous year, with the result that the same gentlemen who were returned at 
the previous election were re-elected without a contest. Both at Hazaribagh 
and Kharar only one ward election was contested, the percentage of voters 
who attended being 43°2 and 12°3 per cent., respectively, of the number 
entitled to vote. ‘There were in all 50 bye-elections, of which only 12 were: 
- contested; the percentage of attendance of voters in the contested cases 
varied from 52°7 at North Dum-Dum to 4°6 at Baduria, both in the 24-Parganas 
district. Only in five instances did the electors fail to choose a Commis- 
sioner, and in two cases the full number of Commissioners was not elected. 
This was due to the omission to nominate candidates within the prescri 
time. The vacancies were filled by appointment under section 16 of the Act. 
Great interest appears to have been displayed in-the bye-elections held in the 
Municipalities of North Dum-Dum, Raniganj, Santipur, and Darbbanga. ; 
5. Constitution of Committecs.—The following table shows for each 
Division how the Manicipal Committees were constituted, and compares the 
percentages of the total figures for each class with those of the previous 
year :— 
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For the Province as a whole the composition of the Committees is unaltered. 
_ Looking to Divisional figures, however, in Burdwan the proportion of medical 
; actitioners rose from 3:2 to 7-9 per cent., and that of school-masters (other 

an Government servants) fell from 11°7 to 7°9 per cent. In the Presidenc 
yere was an increase in the representation of Government servants (1'6), 

id merchants, traders and money-lenders (28), most of the other hea 
showing a decrease. In Chittagong the proportion of members of the trading 
lass fell from 15+1 to 109, while the number of seats held by Government 
rvants and the unspecified rose to a corresponding extent. In the Patna 
Division the representation of the landed interests increased by 2°5 per 
cent., and that of the legal profession fell off from 27-0 to 25°2 per cont, | oh 
.¢ Orissa Division the nomber of zamindars and landlords serving as Municipé? 
smissioners roso from 9 fo 14, whilst that of Gayerament, servants fell of 
nae A, sats ix | x ce 
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bee aie Adten meetings, —The results of the year show an improye-— 


ment both as to the number of meetings and the attendance of the Commis-. 
_ sioners at them. There were in all 2,663 meetings held during the year against 
2,359 in 1893-94. Of these, 225. meetings, or 8-4 per cent., were unsuc- 
cessful or adjourned, as against 206, or 8:7 per cent., in the previous year. The 
Sherpur Municipality in the Mymensingh district held the largest number of meet- 
ings, viz. 42, of which 8 had to be adjourned ; Cossipur-Chitpur comes next with 
39, which were all successful. In 1893-94 twenty-five Municipalities held 
more than 20 meetings, and 24 had less than 12 meetings; but during the 
year under review 48 Municipal Boards met more than 20 times, and only 
12 failed to hold at least one meeting a month, Conspicuous among the 
latter are the important townships of Gaya (population yet Darbhanga 
Cae ge 73,561), and Jamalpur in Monghyr (population 18,089), Although 
thereis an element of truth in the remark of the Commissioner of the Rajshahi 
Division that the disposition on the part of Municipal Commissioners to hold 
frequent and crowded meetings by no means indicates a corresponding energy” 
in actual work, still, on the whole experience tends to show that the holdin 
of meetings with reasonable frequency is the best, if not the only means o 
keeping up an active interest in municipal business; and in any case the 
statutory provision requiring the Commissioners to meet at least every month 
ought not to be disregarded. In future the reasons for not meeting monthly 
should be fully explained. The Commissioners of Muzaffarpur, Purnea, 
Rangpur and Hazaribagh also held a comparatively small number of meetings. 
The smallest number of meetings were held in Jagdispur (7), Jhalda ‘5), and. 
Chanduria (4). Of these, the Municipality of Jhalda has been abolished with 
effect from 1st April 1895, and a proposal to abolish the last-named Munici- 
pality is also under the consideration of Government. 
7. In 96 towns, as against 93 in 1893-94, more than one-half the number of 
Commissioners on the average attended each meeting. The highest percentage 
of attendance was 80°0 at Rajpur, where the Commissioners held 20 successful 
meetings, while Cossipore-Chitpur stands second with a percentago of 77°6 at 
89 meetings, all of which were successful. In three towns less than one-third 
of the Commissioners attended the meetings; but among these were the impor- 
tant Municipalities of Patna and Darbhanga and the small town of Baduria 
in the 24-Parganas. Patna shows the worst results in the Province in this 
respect the attendance falling as low as 13°6 at 16 meetings, while Darbhanga 
shows a percentage of 27°2 at 10 meetings. 
8. Ward Committees—There were Ward Committees in 20 towns, against 
24 of the previous year, and the weight of opinion seems on the whole to be 
adverse to them. The difficulty is to arrive at a suitable division of duties 
between them and the main body of Commissioners. If large powers are 
given to the Ward Committees they are apt to absorb the functions of 
the Municipal Executive and to act independently where uniformity should be 
aimed at, while on the other hand if the duties entrusted to them are trivial 
they lose interest in their work, and do nothing. The Lieutenant-Governor is 
disposed to think that the best results are likely to be attained by a combination 
of the two possible alternatives referred to in last year’s Resolution, The 
Ward Commissioners might be placed in general executive charge of the wards 
for which they are elected, and at the same time Sub-Committees might be 
formed for the purpose of dealing with specific subjects, such as finance, dispen- 
saries, schools, markets, sanitation, and the like. Where the Commissioners take 
a real interest in their work this ac would ensure that all questions would 
be fully discussed from several points of view, would promote uniformity 
of administration in the various wards, and assist the general body’ of 
Commissioners in arriving at a decision on questions. referred to them “in 
meeting. The system of placing Commissioners in charge of the wards which 
they represent was in force in 89 towns, and is reported to have worked 
satisfactorily in many places. The policy adopted at Ranchi was to divide the 
_ town. into as many blocks as there are Commissioners, both elected and 
a appaitted, each block being placed in charge of a Commissioner for the purpose 
_ of inspection, At Nator the Municipal Commissioners were Me in executive 
8 of the works done in their respective wards, and all bills for works had 

Restiied by thesapencaing Cdiniptssioner before ay. baymsni Ym made. 
n Division sub-comt ittees ware formed dur ngthe year in pow 
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LEER AA EE great! con to the despatch of business. In the 
i rapauty the 2 which are reported — 

















Puralia sotpaditey there wero Hix etiandinig (il ested ti 
to ct cect much calitubed to the Chairman and Vice-Chairman, and 
three Scidlog ‘sub-committees were formed in Chaibassa. ‘ 9 


"9, Assessments .and Tazvation—The rate on holdings was in force in 

thirty-five towns, ae tax on persons, according to their circumstances and 

property, was levied in the remainder, Government poensy being assessed 

to the rate on holdings. In 21 towns the tax on holdings was assessed at the 

iaximum rate allowed by the hws the mamesof the remaining 14 towns and — 
; the rate at which the tax was 


Sane ot Maw of | Name ot Rato of Jevied in thom are shown in the 
“cgay neers tenn: Rs. margin, The maximum. for 
Hooghly and Chinsura 0}, | Rareyenenj =~ (1, Howrah and Patna was raised 
Teidhnager aries pe chyr 1, 6 © from 74 to 10 per cent., under 
Ranaghat oo. + ot Jama a Bengal Act 1V of 1894, which 
Santipur 6 Bhagalpur ... 


; so ee dh came into force in August 1894, 
ao gg Sat es Buhibganj soot ish cual se ears as been 
w Tapia dieah hats’ tp ‘Muead “phable So) 40'sor Gabe on le aalieial n to ance the rate, 
Se Se SESS AE Tee: plano -Kushnaghar gut 

"pe nae Monghyr—have raised the rate 
to 7} per cent. since the close of the year, in order tovcarry out drainage 
schemes, and the Lieutenant-Gevernor trusts that all the towns shown in the 
table will follow this good example if they need an increase of income to 
enable them to carry out similar useful projects. Dacca and Bhagualpur ‘are 
in urgent need. of money for the extension of their water-works, and the 
Commissioners of the former town have recently been informed that their appli- 
cation to consolidate their existing loans and to incur a fresh loan will not be 
favourably considered until the rate of taxation is raised to the maximum of 
10 per cent,, as it is unreasonable that a Municipality, which escapes a water- 
rate, whilst it enjoys the benefits of a supply of filtered water, should not levy 
house-tax at the maximum rate, so as to meet the charges for maintenance 
and interest on loans. The tax on persons, which is in force in 111 muni- 
cipalities, was levied at rates varying from } per cent. on the estimated 
income of the assessee, as in the Ghatal Municipality, to 2 per cent. at Sona- 
mukhi, In some places there is no fixed rate, the assessment being fixed 
arbitrarily in each case. 

10. The incidence of taxation per head of municipal population varied 
between Rs. 4-6-7 in the Darjeeling Municipality and 2 annas 11 pies in ‘the 
small Municipality of Ramjibanpur in the Midnapore district. The average 
for the whole Province (¢xcluding Calcutta) rose from 12 annas 9 pies in 
the previous year to 13‘annas.and 7 pies. In 31 towns, as against 28 in the 

revious year, the incidence of taxation exceeded one rupee. All of these are 
in Bengal Proper, whilst in the Divisions of Patna, Bhagalpur, Orissa and Chota 
Nagpur not a single town attains to this standard of taxation. On the other 
hand, in the Rajshahi Division, which has the highest average incidence in 
Bengal, taxation is nowhere less than-one!rupee a head, except in Rangpur, 
where the rate is ten annas and ten pies. In 62 towns, as against 68 in the 
previous year, the incidence of taxation was less than 8 annas per head, The 
following important towns, which form the head-quarters of districts, continue 
to be lightly taxed:— , 





" a : Incidence of taxation. fe om ne Incidence of taxation. 
ame of Municipality, ————~* — | Name of Municipality, ————"-__-,, 
otic: 1893-94, 1894-95, nici 1893-94, 1894-95. 
bee ae SR, As. ce CAS Ye. 
{+ Bankura 6 10 7 8 Balasore a 8 6 9 915 
, Gaya se at Ba BO Hazaribagh ,.. 6 5 6 1 
. Arrah Soar 0 8 te, Ranchi s 9 2 8 7 
| Darbhanga Bt ae Daltongan) .. 6 1 6 41 
A . Chapra : aoe 7 5 7 3 . » Purulia eee 9 4 12 3 
~~ Motihari PPh: | 0 8 0 Chaibassa ... SY brge ez 
Puri ee 13 8 12 8 : 


There was a satisfactory increase in taxation in the Municipalities of 
Muzaffarpur, Monghyr and Purulia. 1 eee ae a erat 
11. The incidence of taxation, low as it is generally, would befurtherreduced 
the lange amountof taxes paid by Gov State buildings were exclude 
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al ; mere 
j we 38,843 49 
Nao in 26,722 149° 
etrokona ve 8,345 BI Gees 
i Se 5,500 97 
eee 9,853 38 5 eeirw 
il . a da 7,562 MF ai y 
Barisal eee 21,899 1 8 
Pirojpur “ 5,278 67 
~ Patuakhali 2,337 79 
2,62,646 75 


‘otal for all Municipalities 
i‘ 


The Lieutenant-Governor fully es with the following remarks of the 
Commissioner , of, Dacca on the "tate. .of things disclosed by the phere 
- statistics :- _ 


_ “That on the whole Government pays 7°5 ‘per cent. of these taxes rising in Bade to: 
488 per cent,, is the most said the feature, of Firaeica sy administration in this Division. 

Nixicabad, Faridpur, and Barisal gener yer contributes rather more than he — 

pe towards Municipal te it is remembered that, if he be a 
inte of the district, he also contributes scan lly when the District Board.”, © 


~The Commissioner of Patna raises the further point that the. incidence at 
taxation, as now calculated on sub-columns 5 to 12 of Statement II, ne 
” the burden’ borne in so far as it includes the income deriyed fro 
Bas ies, water-rate and conservancy, and suggests that a column should be. 
‘show separately tho incidence of the:house and personal taxes which a 
represent more truly what the residents in towns. contribute to the cost. 
mae administration generally, as distinguished from payments for = 
services such as water-supply and the cleansing of latrines. | crappy chee 
-- - ~-12.- General or aE revisions of assessment came into force in 69 


os . jemen ee wos, | and resulted ap, an jsnorweae of alte wales 
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Mat _ the town oF Bihar, in the Patna a distrist, “ ‘ision — 









ms atet'h st A vi Aded Ra, 8.201 to the toon pe het 
mengingh) 1,614 1 to the tax o 3 
mei G MR. : ,000 to the Jatrine tax. ‘The x 
ase: Seng, 3. sos Midnapore (Rs. 1,041) Sone 
49 The reason assigned for. 2 Me’ 


pore is that about 572 dilapid 
h had been ass before, were | 
he list of - hold at the penn 


eal flr ee av th 


pant Avg oye #. 


ne t VECU UVane ¥ W 
aunicipalities in those Divisions collected over 80 (per cent. 
: igs eee eh here the collections were only 64°7 per cent. of 
mand, Patna and Rajshahi haye the bulk of their municipalities in the first 
group. In the important. Divisions of Burdwan and the Presidency the results 
‘ave again bad, Bhadreswar in the former and Maniktala in the latter Division — 
are placed in the lowest group of all. The latter town collected only 45:5 per 
gent, of its total demand of Rs. 1,00,895 or 64:3 per cent, of its current demand 
_ of Rs. 50,897, and the Commissioner rightly remarks that the Deputy Magis- 
trate of Sealdah, Babu Shamadhub Roy, who has been Chairman since the end 
of 1892, ought to have set a better example of methodical and business-like 
administration. On the goneral question of securing punctual collection of 
municipal dues, the following remarks of the Commissioner of Chota Nagpur 
go to the root of the matter and indicate the course of action which all munici- 
_palities should endeavour to adopt :— _ ‘esa 
a Ff 7 ae to me that in the majority of the municipalities in which the collections 
are unsatisfactory, no attempt is made to strictly enforce the provisions of sections 118 and 
121 of the Municipal Act. the Commissioners have the bills and notices. of demand 
written out in advance and served as soon a8 each quarter begins instead of allowing the 
collecting establishment to wait until the quarter is well advanced and impose penalties on 
all defaulters who choose not to pay the tax due by them within the time allowed, there can _ 
possibly be no accumulation of arrears. Once introduce the system of issuing bills and 
notices in the beginning of every quarter and proceed against all defaulters according to — 
law, the collections cannot fail ro Kept up tothe mark, and will tend in time to become 





automatic,” 
15. In 30 towns more than 95 per cent. of the demands was collected 
Percentage Percentage uring the year, and among them 
‘ of ie of the results of the 11 municipalities 
bays coe io | Kendrapara gor named in the margin show what 
Jagadispur . 997 | Cox's Bazar «.. 992 can be done by careful adminis- 
qereingen) o» 00° | Nalchiti -. 990° tration. In all these places the 

eoghur o» 993 | Tikari oe | 987 ° 

Sonamukhi 99:2 | Tamluk "" og7 collections exceed 98 per cent., 
Roserah .. 985 whilst in eight of them there was 


no arrear at the close of the year, the remissions in every case being less 
‘than 1 per cent., except at Roserah, where these amounted to I'4 per — 
cent. The Lieutenant-Governor congratulates these municipalities on their — 
successful management and specially commends the Commissioners of the — 
large town of Gaya, where, with a small remission of Rs, 41, no arrear was 
left out of a total demand of Rs. 49,106. . 
16. The average percentage of remissions for the whole Province has 
” yisen from 4°3 in 1893-94 to 5:4, the increase being shared by five Divisions, the 
entage being highest in the Presidency Division, where it rose from — 
Sy 9-9, There was a reduction in-the remaining four Divisions, viz., 
Rajshahi, Patna, Orissa, and Chota Nagpur. Remissions exceeding 10 per cent. 
on demand were granted in the following 11 municipalities :— Ns SOAS 


_ Percentage of sian, hy 


Name of Municipality. Boars <9 outstan 





balance on bet aor acu, « 
demands. total demands. its 
Midna is rete 18:3 oe 
at; Mani soe soe 298 24 5 
‘ Way r ty Baran eee eee 10.1 12 0 : 
ate i South Saburben <@ se 11:09 25:3 
ie South Dum-Dum ... ccs AS 19:9 
, ° ie 4 North ditto eee one 174 j 17:2 % a M « } “i iH 
st > Naihati eee eee 10:2 19°6 . : r 
f J, 8 Santipur ave . wee 145 22'6 ae 
; ¥ ; a - ingh) wae ie 96 ie H ay on . 
oe ai - Jamalpur (Mymensing: ac Re Oe. oes (ion 
Waglish Bazar Sb \ pe ee ttt) 


‘The above figures point to the danger of a tendency to reduce large 
_ outstanding balances by wholesale remissions. Much of what was written 
“0 rd ing the year wou ad robably have been realised had prompt measures — 
been taken in proper time. Municipal incomes’ everywhere sre mage up 
ree number of petty sums collected from a population which comprises _ 















eff sure for realisin Lh > 
‘1 and administration ; and where the collectior 
‘ith ne Cuitnaa and Vice-Chairman, who have either 
into effect, an effective system Of parang tills aoe 
ie pel their subordinates’ to out orders with 
nd above all to account for their collections at the shortest 
not every day. ri Vee i ai 
“97,” ‘Fresh ‘imposts ‘levied during the year—In the ‘Municipalities of Bara-_ 
niger and Maniktala, in'the 24-P as, fees were levied for the first time, — 
under section ‘263 of the Bengal Municipal’ Act, from -milkmen, cartmen, 
ry stable-keepers and keepers of hackney carriages, &c, The house-service _ 
tax ‘under Part IX of the Bengal Municipal’ Act’ was imposed in parts of 
Maniktala, Kushtia and Kumarkhali. A -water-rate’ was ‘introduced at"Nasira- 
“bad and Arrah, and the tax on vehicles and animals was levied'in Hajipur, 
~~ ‘18, Income and expenditure.—The following table shows separatel + for — 
wills ae vit 


suet 
ert: 
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vision the opening and closing balances, the income and the 
_ of its municipalities, during 1893-94 and 1894-95 :— 
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. Rs. 

he I 740,319 |. 12,61,306 12,489 772 | 7,71,766 

"1° 4073587 | 1,78, 624,935 | 6,82, 361 rs" 820 | B67,785 ons 

i es ; 316.076 | 4.05,889 | 8,65,416 | 445,028 | 8, 26,275 ma 

f) genge | 25,916 ass. aanare saya eas 8,74, 108 i heaves si 

4 s 1,15,833 Taras p.o4.aa6 | '8,45;426 |" 10,20,279 | 7,29,000 43,719 

=| Aba | “Sa | ase | Rabe | teas | bas | te 
my 06,487 : { 873 | "70,740 “Shoo 








sex:/hp1 8,019 |5,00,035 | -83,15,155 |/ 40,485,945 | 87,92,074 |  45,64,980 40,067,711 | 5,11,710 


| There was a satisfactory increase both in income and expenditure, The 
_ differences which appear in all Divisions, except Bhagalpur and Orissa, between 
“the closing balance of 1893-94 and the opening balance of 1894-95, are due to 
‘the readjustment of the accounts of certain municipalities after their balances 
“had been verified by the Accountant-General. dn Ghatal. the Municipal Com- 
_ missioners invested a sum of Rs, 1,000 in‘Government securities, but continued 
to oe it in the balance at credit of the municipality. This has now been 
| ‘rectifie 2 i 
49, ‘The closing balances were again often unduly large, and sometimes 
exceeded 50 Per cent. of.the year’sincome. In some cases reasons are assigt 
such as that fun 








assigned, 

ds were being set apart for the execution of projects of Batige 

_ or water-supply : that loans had been received from Government ‘and not yet 

spent; or that works had been undertaken and not completed within the year. 

reports show tuat the Commissioners of Divisions are attending to the 

subject, and orders should be passed in each case when the annual estimates 

are submitted for consideration. In some cases the municipalities erred on 

the other side: and so far exhausted their balances that were unable to 

5 y their establishment and meet other current expenses during the month of 
ie, April 1895. Prominent among these are the following cases :— guar 
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The following table shows the revenue derived from taxation oper 


‘Division in 1894-95 and in each of the four preceding years :— 


Namzs or Divisions, 








22. The total income from taxation during 1894-95 shows an increase of 
Rs. 1,83,584, or 6°12 per cent., over that of the previous year, as against an 
increase of *2 per cent, in 1893- 94 over that of 1892-93. The increase occurred. 
in all Divisions, and was largest iv the Presidency and Patna, where it came to 
Rs. 30,853 and Rs. 36,491 respectively 
sh 23. The statement in Ap endix 1 E compares the details of income under, 
each head separately for each Din 
and the following 8 give the difference between the receipts of the two. 
rears for the whole Sas od 






















1. Municipal rates and taxes— Rs. 
~~» (a) on houses and lands... an 
: - 4, On animals and vehicles } 
bs » on professions and trades 86,317 . 6,654 
y 4) Tolls on roads and at ferries | 1,38,887 17,540 
~ (e) Water-rate ars nes 44,920 9,860 se 
) Lighting rate ... 34,998 a 772}. 
) Conservancy (including sca- 4,50,747 82,726 eee 
venging and latrine vag te 
—H) aye on persons crear 5,89,879 31,156 
_@, Miscellaneous (pena 138, 060 wee 584 
9: eaipeiioes under special Acts 1,0 1,470 re 6,945 
ns Revenue derived from rer _ 2,98,145 24,587 ee 
sr and powers apart from) == 
ids Grants and contributions e gene- 1,22,928 +a 64,745 
ral and special purposes C4 fia 
* ie 'b.. ae: eee tee 61,547 4,762 wee 
- 6. Extraordinary and debt— , 
geet ~@) Balo proceeds of Government se _ 7,790 “93 
ci securities and withdrawals | — ‘ ; 
seit _ from Savings Bank. 
e Loans ny 8.000 5,57,000 
“4 ay oe of somes fon | Se - 1,186 Re 
43 ren of loans. = 
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ivision during the years 1893-94 and. 1894-95, — a 
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- Division, Maniktala had tbe large in 


Rs. 9,9 the 
Secretary and abe ie drone The former has retired agginertugnnd the 
municipality, an , latter has been compelled to rest ign. Inthe Presidency  . 

mi crease of Rs, 5,399 owing to the pat y 


ioe, 


Hae: 


duction of the contract system of. collecting. For the short collections in. 


Santipur, the inadequate excuse is given that collection work was stopped 
when the accounts were under audit towards the close of the year. In the 
Rajshahi Division there was an increase in the Darjeeling unicipality, 
caused by a general revision of the assessment. Dacca and Narainganj are said 
to have made better collections and to haye assessed new holdings. 4n Patna, 


there was an increase of Rs. 14,064, owing pechy to the collection of arrears 


and partly to revision. of assessment, Bhagalpur Division the increase 


was duo to the revision of assessment in “Monghyr, to the increase in the — 


number of holdings in Jamalpur, and to better collection of arrears at Bhagal- 
ur, Purnea, at Sahibganj. The latter cause also explains the increase’ of 
: Rs. 1,329 in Outtack. a” 

35. Tax on Animals and Vehicles,—The receipts from this source rose in 
the Chittagong, Bhagalpur, Orissa, and Chota Nagpur Divisions, In_ the 
remaining Divisions there was & slight falling off. In the Presidency Division. 
the heaviest decrease was in Lalbagh (Rs. 1, 67), of which no explanation has 
been given. The decrease in Baranagar and Naibati is reported to be due to the 
new section 147A. of the amended Monici ul Act restricting the levy of fees to 
one municipality, and in Santipur, to the non-payment of the fees during, the, 

ear by a person to whom they had been irregularly farmed out. ‘The farming, 

of fees for cart registration is open to serious objections, and has been rightly 
stopped by the Commissioner. The decrease in the Satkhira Municipality 1s 
ribed to the fact that cart-owners are avoiding registration by taking advant- 
= yt the obscurity of the words “habitually used” in section 142 of the Act. 
‘s question has recently been before the High Court in connection with a 
case which-arose in the small Municipality of handuria. A cart owner was 
prosecuted under section 146 of the Municipal Act for not registering his cart 
under section 142. It was admitted that, he lived and kept his. cart outside the 
Municipality, and used it inside the Municipality twice a week throughout the 
eine he Deputy Magistrate who tried the case held that the cart had not 
n habitually used in Chanduria within the meaning of section 142, and 
therefore acquitted the accused. Against, this decision an appeal. was ordered 
Government with the object of obtaining an authoritative interpretation 

of the word “habitually,” pogarding Br there has, been much difference of 
en The Hon’ble Judges decided that sy tho word was not capable 
of being exactly defined asa matter of law, still it denoted some dogree of 


frequency, and, in order that a cart may be said to be'used habituully” ithin the - 
limits of a Municipality, it must be used ‘within those limits oftener than, not.. 
They therefore upheld the judgment of the Lower Court. The pas peet i: i 


has. been circulated for t © information of all ‘Munttipelities, will. probably 
lead to a substantial decrease in the income from fees for cart registration... - 


26. Tax on professions and trades,— Divisions, except Orissa, show an 


increase under this head, the largest amount being in the Dacca Division, ° 
it rose from Rs. 1,913 daring 1803-94 to Rs, 4,059 during the ear under 
review. In the Dacca Division this tax was levied for the first fined 
"the year at Faridpur, Madaripur, Barisal and Jhalokati.. 

eee Tolls on ferries.—There are no tolls on road in the Provinee, nor do 
_ ferries exist in any of the municipalities: of the Chota Nagpur Division, 
page din other Divisions the income from ferry tolls shows an ‘imerease, the 
Se largest being in the Patna Municipality (Rs. 8,757), which was due to more 
fy favourable settlements, ‘The ‘#e-opening. of the ferry over the Ganda , CoD- 
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6,424, and in the 
_ before tho close of the year. The only other municipalities where the 
_ tax isin force are Burdwan, Darjeeling and Bhagalpur, and in these places 
_ there was an increase of income, due to revision of assessment and etter 


: It is reported that an arrangement with the Ra 

¥ 7 er consi eration, = ae: han y : 
Water-rate.—This rate was. levied 

h Munici 





latter only to Rs. 71, as the tax was ititroduced shortly 


- gollections. 





29. Lighting-rate.—This rate was levied only in the Howrah gee = ya 


The collections of 1893-94 were lower than those of 1892-93 by Rs. 67 ; and 
in the year under se. hy there was a further decrease of Rs. 772. The falling 
off is attributed partly to large remissions for vacant holdings and: to an in- 


_ convenient arrangement for collecting the rate, which is now being altered. 


30, Conservancy, including scavenging and latrine rates,—The arge advance 
of Rs, 32,726 in the receipts under this head was distributed among all the 
Divisions except Orissa and Chota Nagpur, where there was a decrease of 
Rs. 815 and Rs. 1,003 respectively. The Burdwan and Presidency Divisions 
show advances of Rs, 10,715 and Rs, 8,766 respectively. 

81. Taz on persons according to their circumstanees’ and property.—Under 

_. Amount of thi8 head there was an increase of a little over 5 
Name of Division. “increase, per cent., distributed, as shown in the margin, 


ks. among all Divisions except Bhagalpur, where the 
ee 8Ses__~Feceipts declined by Rs, 182. _ 
Rajshabi we 1,940 Of the 111 municipalities in the Province in 
rm pate. which this tax is in force, 69 show an increase 
fear Ei 464 and 42 a falling off of income. The increase was 
Orissa in BYE most marked in the following municipalities, where _ 
Chota Nagpur aa 1,668 oe 


it is ascribed for the most part to revision of assess- 
ment and improved collections :— 


Rs. 
Barana we aia «ov 25876 
North Barrackpore tos oid pee. 
fae ta Rae wel cs ae 
er re < 

x 8,191 
irabad v> 55,028 
Gorilla ae . 1,278 
a 1,098 

Sitamarhi 1,250 
Cuttack 1,193 
Balasore 1,019 


The Bechampore Municipality has added largely to its income b ing 
16 Bechamp pality Pe, y paying 


its collecting staff by, commission instead o fixed salaries, and 
Lieutenant-Governor thinks this system might be more generally ¢ 
For the decline in the receipts, which has occurred in many municip 
various reasons are assigned, such as agricultural depression, death and 





of rate-payers, and.in the Municipality of Chatra in Hazaribagh, the embezzle- _ 
ment of collections by the tax daroga. But the real reason for the low‘collec- 
tions, whether of this tax or of the rate on houses, is the neglect of the 
executive of the municipalities to organise and enforce an efficient system of 
making collections, and to exercise constant supervision over the subordinate 
agency ag Both conditions are essential, No system will work | 


automatically; no amount of supervision will make up for want of system. 
82. Other sources of revenue.—There was a decrease of Rs, 6,318 in the 
rate levied in the municipalities of Common Chitpar and Maniktala for the 
ntenance of the fire-brigade. Repay gad Vv 


is from P vincial nd Local Fwide.—Vb map ppendix L 
B38: Grants from Provincial and Local Funds.—The table in Appendix 
tet M . Ly 4 . f Pp ial 
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Medicl sss ] *8,481 23,168 35,285 | 61,884 — 

Education BPP Sauk RE oot | 099 

Publio Works aay ew. oath Lied ro RReT se ORR 

Other purposes ws tes Pome i: ey 6,500 Eggle Aeon 
Total ...| 28,160 25,686 61,316 1,15,162 

va Timern,impetntoth Seme thee th af'atol catabuon of 


Rs, 50,000 for the improvement of the town of Khulna, and a contribu- 
tion of Rs. 5,275 to the Muzaffarpur Municipality towards the execution of a 


ect. 
34. eaitts by private individuals—The Lieutenant-Governor desires to 
acknowledge here certain further instances of were on the parts of private 
i i ndix L. In the town of Bally 
thing ghats were commenced by Babus Kristo Dhone Coomar and Hari 
Das Pal at a cost of ts, 6,000 and Rs. 8,000, respectively. A tank belonging 
to the Dighapatia Raj, in the Jessore unicipality, was re-excavated at the 
cost of the estate, In Darjeeling, Raja Ban Bihari Kapur, Manager of the 
Burdwan Raj, gave land to widen the roadway at the Chaurasta, and His 
Highness the Maharaja of Kuch Bihar granted a site for a water reservoir 
at Rockville. Kumar Bhu endra Narain, the Civil Medical Officer of Pabna, 
added at his own cost to t charitable dispensary a building for moribund 
and destitute cases. Messrs. Ralli Brothers laid ‘out Rs. 4,704 on a ghat 
and road at Narainganj. The zamindars of Gauripur improved the drainage 
of the Netrakona market. Babu Durgapal Lal, of Hassua, gave Rs. 1,500 
to the Gaya Municipality for tho construction of a moribund ward in the 
im Hospital, and Babu Chote Lal Sijwar, ¢.1r., had the Surajkund 
nk in the town cleansed for the second time in three years at a cost of 
Rs. 1,300, In the Tikari Municipality Babu Shiva. Gulam Misir, one of the 
unicipal Commissioners, com leted'a public tank, vommenced in 1893-94, at 
a total cost of Rs. 1,000. The aharani of Dumraon constructed a well at Buxar, 
and Babu Hazari Mull, a Municipal Commissioner, built a dharmsala in Bettiah. 
* Rai Gunga Pershad Singh Bahadur, of Darbhanga, made a donation of 
Rs. 18,350 for the construction of a se sa" at Laheria Serai, and Babu Gajraj 
. Sahai contributed Rs, 2,000, and Babu Baldeo Sabu and Mohant Deodar 
iis. 1,000 each towards the uzaffarpur drainage scheme. : 


' EXPENDITURE. a CR | 
35. The total municipal expenditure of the province (excluding Calcutta) 







was Rs, 40,67,711 agen Rs. 32,20,364 of the preceding ear, being an in- 
| crease of Rs. 8,47,34 , most of which is account chy fe pend on. 
__-water-works which came to lakh in Arrab, more than 5 | ikhs in Howrah, and 


KS nearly half a lakh in Soper eT The year closed with a balance of 
| Re, 4,86,660 against Rs. 5,11,710 in 1893-04. The statement in Appendix F. 
bik. shows the tage that the expenditure under each of the pr cipal heads 
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36. The following statement shows the expenditure of 1894-95 under 


~ its main heads, and also shows how these totals have varied from those of the 


4, Public Instruction a's ays 
~ 5. Contributions for general purposes ... 


previous year :— 
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‘Pokal ex- Comparison with 1893-94. 


Heaps oF EXPENDITURE. penditure | eit 
in 1894-95.| Increase. | Decrease. Percentage 
of variation. 
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1. General Administration— Rs. . Rs. | Re 
(a) Office Establishment, &o. —... 1,86,265 843 | “4 
(6) Collection of taxes, &e. ..- | 1,46,142 8,607 | 28 
(c) 99 9 tolls ch 1,787 ZA it 510 22-6 
(d) Survey of land vas 38,378 838 one 32-9 
(e) Refunds ee 2145) 1,348 99 
f) Pensions and gratuities a 1,114 ‘70 as 66 


2, Pollo Safety— 
(a) Fire (establishment, &c.) 1% 29,552 


(6) Lighting 1,60,596 
(c) Police bit sa 12,530 
(d) Rewards for destruction of wild 3,001 
animals. 
3. Public Health and Oonvenience— 
(a) Water-supply  «.. ... | 7,97,808 
(b) Drainage 2,783,741 


(ec) Conservancy (includingroadclean-| 8,84,861 
ing and watering) and latrines, 
(a) Hospitals and dispensaries... 3,381,052 
(e) Vaccination zy ea 18,644 
(f) Markets and slaughter-houses 22,908 
(g) Pounds oad . ‘ 
(h) Dék bungalows and serais 
(é) Arboriculture, &o. 
(7) Public Works— 
(i) Establishment 
(ii) Buildings... é 
(itt) Roads wee oor 
(iv) Stores PET} 


6. Miscellaneous le 
7. Extraordinary and Debt— 
(a) Investments (Government secu- 
rities and Savings Banks). 
{b) Payment to sinking funds... |. 
(c) Provident Fund withdrawals ... 


(d Baparment f 1 Yo 
% cos nag 5 at vee 


(f) Deposits ue 


—— 
8,47,347 
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87. Office and Collection Estublishment.—Tho total ‘expenditure on o 
establishment shows a small increase of Rs, 843, and that on collection ~ 
establishment of Rs, 3,607. The number of municipalities where this item — 
exceeded one-fourth of their whole expenditure fell from fourteen to three. — 
The system of paying collection establishments by commission was introduced — 
during the year in the municipalities of Maniktala, North Dum-Dum, Krishna-. 
har, Santipur, Kushtia, Berhampore, Jangipur, and Khulna in the Presidency 
Desision, and the fact that in all of these places, except Santipur, the percentage 
of establishment charges has fallen promises well for its success. 
38. The prevention of fire.—The expenditure under this. head rose from 
Rs. 27,406 to Rs. 29,552, the increase bein mainly in Oossipore-Chitpur, 
where the contribution towards the Metropolitan Fire Brigade amounted to 
Rs, 24,103 against Rs. 14,714. 
89, Lighting —The expenditure fell from Rs. 1,66,167 in 1893-94 to 
Rs. 1,60,596. The number of municipalities which spend nothing on lighting 
fell from 33 to 23; but among the latter were North and South Barrackpore with 
a population of over 20,000 each ; Barh with 12,000, and Chatra with neurly 
11,000 inhabitants. ‘The Commissioners of these places should be pressed to 
take the matter in hand, 
40, Water-supply.—The total ex enditure under this head rose from 
Rs. 1,55,684 to Rs. 7,97,303, of which Rs. 7,36,231 was spent on original works 
and Rs, 61,072 on maintenance. The large advance in capital expenditure 
was ducto the construction or extension of water-works in Howrah (Rs. 0, 13,482), 
Arrah (Rs. 1,00,000), Cossipore-Chitpur (Rs. 46,156), Biiagalpur (Rs. 10,901), 
Maniktola (Rs. 8,330), and Burdwan (Rs. 6,459). The scheme for supplying 
the town of Howrah with filtered water and a loan of Rs. 15,00,000 for 
the purpose were sanctioned by Government during the year; the works were 
started in November 1894, and will probably be completed by April 1896. 
The sum of Rs. 1,00,000 spent at Arrah represents the contribution paid by 
the municipality towards the cost of the water-works constructed by a joint- 
committee of the Municipality and the District Board, and opened during the 
ear. The negotiations for the supply of filtered water from the mains .of 
the Calcutta Corporation to the Cossipore-Chitpur Municipality were con- 
cluded during the year, and a scheme for the supply of a minimum of 31,000 
eaen daily, at the rate of 4 annas per thousand gallons, was completed 
uring the year at a cost of Rs. 80,202. The charge was met from savings, 
and no money was borrowed for the purpose. The successful completion of the 
scheme was mainly due to the efforts of the Chairman, Rai Gopal Chandra 
Mukherjee, Dadador, formerly an Executive Engineer, who supervised the 
» execution of the project free of charge. A project for extending the water- 
works at Bhagalpur, so as to benefit the poorer quarters of the town, at a cost 
of 3 lakhs has recently been sanctioned by Government. ‘This scheme owes its 
origin to the energy of a former Magistrate, Mr. F. H. Skrine, and the persever- 
ing efforts and mae liberality of the present Chairman of the Municipality, 
Rai Shib Chunder Banerjea Bahadur. 
41, The Commissioners of the Raniganj Municipality are negotiating with 
the East Indian Railway to supply the town with water from the Damodar river 
» for'a fixed monthly charge, the works necessary for filtration and. distribution 
® of the water being executed by the municipality in consultation with the 
Sanitary Board. A scheme for the supply of filtered water to the town of 
Midnapore is under discussion between the Commissioners and the Sanitar 
Board. No progress was madein the comprehensive scheme for the supply 
of filtered water from the mains of the Calcutta Municipality to the riparian 
municipalities of North and South Barrackpore, Baranagore, and North Dum- 
Dum owing to the absence of Mr. Kimber, Engineer of the Caleutta Corpora- 
tion, on long leave, It is proposed to connect the South Dum-Dum Munici- 
y with the cantonment water system, and the Commissioner of the Presi- 
dency Division has been asked to have a definite scheme prepared, In Dar- 
jeeling, the Municipal Commissioners have decided to introduce the Pasteur- 
c filter, and their decision has been confirmed by Government 
since the close of the year. The works for suppl ing fresh river water 
to the moats around the residence of the Nator Rey mily and the Laldighi, 
a tank in that town, on which nearly the whole population of the town 
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their maintenance will be superyi the District Engineer. 

! op ua Commissioners of Pab eee are loan of Rs, 20,000 for 
’ ving the water-supply of the town, but the scheme has been returned for 
cag Rupees 1,672 were spent in Gaya in completing certain experiments 
in the bed of the river Phalgu in connection with the projected water-works, 


and Rs. 939 in making a survey of the town for the same purpose. Since the 


close of the year the Swetganga tank at Puri, which has long been in a filthy 
condition, was cleansed by the Rani of Puri to whom it belongs, and the water, 
though still far from pure, is said to have been greatly improved. 

42. In addition to these large schemes, petty improvements in the supply of 
drinking water were effected in many municipalities by sinking wells, excavating 
and reclaiming tanks and guarding them from pollution. These reforms, 
though small in themselves, go a long way to lessen the number of preventible 
diseases which owe their origin to bad drinking water. The remarks of the 
Commissioner of the Burdwan Division on this point, which apply generally to 
all the municipalities in the Province, deserve quotation :— 


“Ono of the most urgent wants of the municipalities in this Division is good drinkin 
water, just as improved drainage is the chief need in rural areas, and it is satisfactory to find 
that this fact is now more widely appreciated than it used to be. The amendments to the 
Municipal Act have given much greater powers to Municipal Commissioners in the way of 
reservivg tanks and closing tanks and wells whose water is unfit for use, and it is hoped that 
as these larger powers are more generally realised they may be more widely employed. If 
Municipal Commissioners and local proprietors will bestir themselves to preserve their tanks 
free from pollution, I feel confident that in a little while public feeling will side with them, 
and although numbers will continue to disregard every sanitary precaution, yet it will be 
possible for those who desire to drink pure water to obtain it. If, further, Municipal 
Oommissioners will utilise the provisions of sections 198 to 200 of the Municipal Aot, and if, 
lastly, the Sanitary Commissioner will issue a few simple instructions for the disinfection and 
purification of wells, much can be done to prevent outbreaks of disease and to preserve lives, 
which are now sacrificed to sheer ignorance and apathy.” 


43, Drainage.—The total sums spent on original works and on establishment 
during the year were Rs. 2,02,413 and Rs, 71,828 respectively, Out of the 
capital outlay Rs. 1,08,768 were devoted to the completion of the drainage scheme 
in the Patna Municipality, and Rs. 53,925 to the works constructed at Muzaffar- 
pur. After excluding these two items, the total capital expenditure on drainage 
works in the rest of the municipalities stands at Rs. 39,720 against Rs. 30,051 
calculated in the same manner in 1893-94. The maintenance charges show an 
increase of Rs, 5,665 over the expenditure of the previous year. Besides Patna 

py, 20d Muzaffarpur the municipalities named in the 


Howrsh .. 6312 margin incurred considerable expenditure on drain- 
Maniktola .. 6172 age, but in most of them the charge falls under the 
Berhampore» /47,_~«Chead of maintenance and repairs. 

Rampur Boalia |... . 3,206 A drainage scheme estimated to cost Rs. 1,75,000 
Darjeeling -» $817 has been drawn up by the Municipal Commissioners 
eR 48 yy of Burdwan, but the embarrassed state of their 
Bhagelpar eet anes. finances will preclude them from taking it up for 


2 aa | pon to come. This is much to be regretted, 
for the Sanitary Commissioner believes the  $pbbegai of malarial fever in the 
town to be due mainly to the obstruction of both surface and subsoil drainage, 
and to the existence of unwholesome tanks and depressions which serve as cess- 
pools. These no doubt can be dealt with in detail, but nothing short of a com- — 
prehensive project will diminish the saturation of the soil which generates 
malarial fever, It would be well for the Municipality to consider whether, by 


acting in concert with the District Board, it might not be possible to frame a 


project for dealing with the town and its immediate surroundings under the 
Sanitary Drainage Act. ae 

The Beatie Ohintume Municipality has under consideration a scheme 
for gradually draining the town on a regular system. Projects were also pro- 
pared for Uttarpara and Baidyabati, but in the former case the Sanitary Board 
‘rejected the map drawn up, and in the latter the proposal was found too expen- 


_ sive. In Serampore money was spent on a drainage channel, but. the expendi- 
ture incurred under this head in past years is said to have been wasteful, and 
_ the matter is now under enquiry. In Howrah no important drainage works were 
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undertaken, but @ survey party was employed during the year at a c 
Rs. 6,312 for the preparation of a drainage scheme under the supervision of t 
Sanitary Engineer and the Resident Engineer of the Howrah water-works. A 
drainage project for Bally was drawn up in 1893-94, but Rs. 20,000 is wanted to 
it out, and the Municipal Commissioners have not yet decided what to do. 
In the Presidency Division surveys were made and maps prepared in Ran 

Kumarkhali, Nadia and Kushtea, but nothing further was done, and the two 
latter municipalities stated that their incomes were too limited to admit of their 
undertaking any comprehensive projects. The scheme for draining the town 
of Krishnagar by opening up the Anjona khal has been under discussion ever 

since the Lieutenant-Governor’s visit in 1891, The Government has promi 
to assist the municipality by @ considerable grant from Provincial funds. In 
Meherpur and Jessore a good deal was done to ‘get rid of stagnant water 
by simply digging ditches, and if due regard is paid to the levels and the 
ditches are looked after, so that a continuous flow is kept up, this plan may 
meet the needs of most rural municipalities. A loan of Rs. 18,000 was 
anted to the Jalpaiguri Municipality for the improvement of the drainage of 
the town, and Rs. 8,068 was spent. In Dinajpur a loan of Rs, 10,000 was 
given by Government for the improvement and extension of the drainage 
system, but no work appears to have been done. In the Dacca Division a 
inage scheme ‘estimated to cost more than two lakhs was drawn up for the 
town of Nasirabad, and steps were taken or are contemplated towards pre- 
aring similar schemes in Muktagacha, Jamalpur, Kishoreganj and ‘Tangail. 
o satisfactory progress has been made in the scheme for the improvement of 
the drainage of the Comilla Municipality, and the Ma istrate has suggested the 
‘formation of a joint-committee of the Municipality and of the District Board for 
the execution of a scheme estimated to cost Rs. 50,000. The local authorities 
concerned should consider whether the provisions of the Sanitary Drainage 
‘Act cannot be applied to the case. The natural drains of the tuwn of Chitta- 
gong, eleven iniles in length, were cleared during the year for the first time by 
a special gang of Sonthal laboorers. In Puri the Baradanda drainage scheme, 
for which a loan was obtained from Government, was completed during the year. 
44, Conservancy (including yoad watering) and latrines. —There was an 


increase of expenditure on this 


Rs. ; Res. . mn gh 

*Burdwan jeez S018 Chittagong «. _ 1,209 item in all the Divisions* 
Presidency = + 16,163 Bhagal ur a 10,361 except Patna and Orissa. The 
pores < sos ans reer 483 total expenditure rose from 


Rs, 8,40,849 to Rs. 8,84,861, 
or by 5°2 per cent. In view of this fact it is clear that the following towns, 
none of which spend as much as 10 per cent., do not devote enough to this 


important purpose :— 

-  Ohandrakona 97 Meherpur 83 Bazitpur 97 

Khirpai 9:09 | Chakdaba .. 89 | Nalcbiti 95 
Jahanabad 8:62 | Moheshpur 7-7 | Patuakhali 63 
Baruipur 4°2 Satkhira we 85 Arrah 4 62. 
Jainagar 3:4 | Debhatte a. 42 | Lalganj 84 
Baduria wea ee Chanduria ., 09 | Sitamarhi 6:48 
Taki ... 805 | Sherpur (Mymensingh) 78 


In Midnapore the trenching ground was used after it had been exhausted, 
and new grounds approved by the Sanitary Commissioner are now being 
acquired. Serious complaints have been received of the neglect of conser- 
vancy in Ranaghat, where three outbreaks of cholera have been attributed 
to this cause. The Sanitary Commissioner has been instructed to make & 
searching inspection of the town, and after considering his report the Govern- 
ment will determine what action should be taken. Good work has been 
done by the Chairman of Cossipore-Chitpur ; an insanitary tank has been filled 
up, and the condition of the trenching ground has been ap roved of by the 
_ Sanitary Commissioner. The Maniktala ground on the other hand is too sma 1 
and has been badly managed. The contract system of conservancy in force 
jn the South Subarban Municipality is reported to have failed; no,super” 

vision was exercised by the late body of Commissioners; the contract was not 
__ properly executed, and the contractor’s bills were left unpaid. In South ok- 
pore no arrangements have been made for disposing of night-soil, although 
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out the Rajshahi Division conservancy shows a great improvement, and 
Sanitary Commissioner’s instructions for trenching night-soil are said to be 
area carried out. In the Daeca Division great difficulty has been felt in 
nding land above flood level, and resort to the expensive process of raising 
will probably be necessary. The Lieutenant-Governor is glad to find that in 
Patna City a large number of well-privies have been got rid of ; but the difficulty 
of finding suitable trenching ground has not yet been solved. Tlie question how 
to disvose of sewage and night-soil is one that requires the closest attention on 
the part of all municipalities. No branch of their duties has a more direct and 
immediate bearing upon the public health, and none requires more constant and 
watchful supervision, The trenching system offers a complete and satisfactory 
solution of the problem, and, if le Be managed, may even become a source 
of profit by increasing the fertility of the soil trenched; but this depends on-the 
minute observance of certain well-known rules, which have been drawn up 
by the Sanitary Commissioner for the guidance of local authorities, and the 
Lieutenant-Governor trusts that Municipal Commissioners and inspecting 

officers will insist upon the conservancy staff doing their work mig. 0 
45, Hospitals and Dispensaries.—The total expenditure under this head rose 
from Rs. 2,82,189 in 1893-94 to Rs, 3,31,052 in 1894-95, the increase being 
contributed by all the Divisions, except Burdwan, Dacca, and Chota Nagpur, 
which show a fulling off. The increase was most marked in the Chittagong 
Division. Excluding the sum of Rs. 80,711, which the Chittagong Munici- 
ality contributed towards the construction of a building for the general 
ospital on the Rangmehal Hill, there was an increase of Rs. 1,359, which was 
shared by all the municipali- 


"Rill the Act has long been in force in the most important wards: 


Rapreers: | oe eae ties in the Division, except 
Cossipore-Chitpur .. 720 | Midnapore ...._ 12 Comilla. The towns noted 
Krishnagar . 981 Uttarpara we 2,369 in the margin show the most 
rete so ve $159 | Rasirebad = Bey «considerable fluctuations as 
Jalpaiguri BAB Sasaram “* T'9922 +~compared with the expendi- 
Pabna ia | ture of the previous year. 
ate word 7k New dispensaries were opened 
English Bazar —..,._-1,486 . by the Municipalittes of Sona- 





mukhi and Moheshpur, and 
the charitable dispensary founded at Ranaghat by Mr. James Monro, ©.B., 
is reported to be extremely popular, In the seven 


di. ° eae . ° : 
rea | cena municipalities named in the margin no expenditure 
Jainagar. _ Tangail. was incurred on medical relief, while vas # trifling 

Halskia. sums were expended at Kharar (Rs. 6), Bansbaria 


(Rs. 10), Goverdanga (Rs. 11), Nadia (Rs, 21), and Tikari (Rs. 3). With regard 


to Dainhat and Debhatta, the plea of shortness of funds may be urged, but this » 


cannot be accepted in the case of the Jainagar Municipality. It is reported that 
the Bansbaria Municipality, instead of having a separate dispensary of their 
own, resolved to contribute to a charitable dispensary maintained by the Free 
Church Mission, and the Nalchiti Municipality decided to pay a private practi- 
tioner Rs. 5 per mensem for giving gratuitous relief at certain hours. The 
municipalities of Kalna, Kandi, Tangail, and Tikari are relieved of charges 
on this account owing to the existence of dispensaries maintained by private 
individuals. | 

46, A lady doctor was employed at the Burdwan dispensary, for which 
the District Board contributed Rs. 25 per mensem. The Commissioners of the 
Serampore Municipality continued their monthly contribution of Rs. 4 to a lady 
doetor and paid Rs. 24 to a lady student of the Campbell Medical School, The 
female peas the Krishnaghar dispensary, for which Babu Nafar Chandra Pal 


Chowdhry subscribed a sum of Rs. 2,500, about two years ago, was in course of 


construction during the year. At Jessore a lady doctor was engaged for the 
newly-constructed female ward of the local dispensary. The lady doctor who 
was trained in the Campbell Medical School at the cost of the Rampur 
Boalia Municipality has been, practising in that town. Rupees 236 were 

it by the Darjeelin Municipality on the medical education of two 
hill girls at the Sealdah chool. A Dir Zanana Hospital on the font 
system has been built at Dacea, and a lady doctor was engaged for the 
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institution and also for the supervision of the female ward attached to t 
Mitford Hospital through the liberality of Nawab Ahsanulla Khan Bahadur. At 
atna a new building for the treatment of in-door and out-door female patients 
oes nearly been completed at a cost of Rs. 64,000. It has been named — 
“ The Duchess of Teck Hospital.” A zanana hospital was under constraction 
at Monghyr, the whole cost of which is to be borne by Babu Kamaleshwari 
Prosad Sinha. 
47. Vaccination.—The statement in Appendix H gives full statistics in 
regard to vaccination. Two hundred and five vaccinators, employed at a 
cost of Rs. 18,642, performed 105,022 operations, as against 90,502 performed 
in the previous year. Of these operations, 87°6 were returned as successful. 
Of the total municipal population, 3:2 per cent. received primary vaccination as 
against 3°05 of the previous year. This progress is satisfactory; but seeing that 
the average rate of births is estimated at more than 5 per cent. of the population, 
the percentage of primary operations cannot be deemed quite satisfactory until 
it reaches or closely approaches that standard. The Lieutenant-Governor 
is glad to see that the average percentage for the Orissa and Rajshahi 


Darjeeling «.. 10°2 Daudnagar we 56 Divisions is 5°1 and 4*4 ‘res- 


Kurseong 202 | Arrah 67  pectively, and that it exceeded 
Madaripur -- ‘OL | Baabiccs ~ 76 5 per cent, in the fourteen 
Nalchiti el TB Monghyr » 54 43 tn 

Shalakati . 66 | Jamalpur 69 towns named in the margin, 
Piroj 55 | Uuttac 92 The provisions of the Com- 


ur wee r 
Comilin et at acta 08 pulsory Vaccination Act are in 
force in all municipalities. Prosecutions for non-compliance with the provi- 
sions of the Act are reported to have been undertaken in the four munici- 
palities of Gaya, Tikar, Kendrapara, and Lohardaga. 

48, Public Works.—The total expenditure on account of public works 
rose from Rs. 5,47,823 in 1893-94 to Rs. 5,86,247. The following table com- 
pares the expenditure under the several sub-heads during the two years:— 
————————————— OO —e—“—>—*—“S—$SsSsSseeeeeeeeS SSS SwOWhE SS 



























Year. | Establishment. | Buildings. Roads. Stores. Total. 

1 | 2 | sah SA | 5 | 6 
1893-94 45,940 4,31,451 5,942 | 5,47,823 
1894-95 60,458 | 4,52,097 7,996 | 5,86,247 

——————E —_ —- 
2,014 | 38,424 


In the town of Howrah the expenditure on roads fell from Rs. 41,730 
to Rs. 28,203; in Midnapore an additional municipal building was constructed 
and a new road was opened in Suri. In the Presidency Division the expendi- 
ture on roads incre from Rs. 99,327 to Rs. 1,25,443, the increase being 
largest in Maniktala (Rs, 5,732), Khulna (Rs, 4,374), Baranagar (Rs. 3,843), and 
Cossipore-Chitpur (Rs. 3,343), and the Commissioner states that this branch 
of municipal work has been fairly looked after. In the Rajshahi Division 
a decline of over Rs, 2,000 is explained by the fact that the Municipalities 
of Rampur Boalia, Nator, Darjeeling, and Pabna had spent large sums on roads 
in 1893-94 and reduced their outlay during the past year. ‘Tho expenditure 
on public works in the Patna Division rose from Rs. 1,06,431 to Rs. 1,27,936, 
of which Rs. 89,435 was spent on roads and Rs. 24,046 on buildings, Tho 

'_ ‘outlay on roads in Chapra fell off by Rs, 2,448, bills being left unpaid in conse- 

ed ‘eee of the involved state of the municipal funds. In the Bhagalpur 

Division the expenditure on public works generally rose from Rs. 84,115 to 

: bbe a. 6 a pe ign oy Bs. 27,668 to. ei It hag Ere 
onghyr, Bhagalpur, azar, Deoghur, — Sahibganj The expen- 

d a roads in the'Orista Division Teidlealael from Rs. 14,830 to Rs. 11,763, 

a free alities except Jajpur being affected. z tLe 

Re. ead blo Iustruction,—The total. ure on education as shown in 

_ patagraph 36 above was Rs, 1,36,524. This, however, includes changes met from 
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_ the fees paid by scholars, and the net cost to the municipal funds was 

Rs. 98,946 shown in Appendix I, Some discrepancy in the accounts has arisen 
_ from the usual cause, viz. that en at the end of March in one year 
sand cashed onor after 1st April of the next are charged to the former year in 


_, one statement and to the latter year in another which is compiled on a different 





principle. Tho figures embodied in Appendix 1, and those shown in Subsi- 
diary Table IV appended to the General Report#on Public Instruction, 
which are obtained from the same source, ought to agree, and repeated 
attempts have been made to bring about this end. There is, however, a 
difference of Rs. 8,003 between the total expenditure as shown in the two 
returns, which, although small, is distributed over all the heads of expenditure, 
except “ High schools” and ‘“ Technical schools.” 

50. The total net expenditure on education, which amounted to Rs, 98,946 
(Appendix I), shows an increase of Rs, 5,745 over that of the previous year. 
This increase, together with the savings effected in tho grants to high and 
middle schools, was entirely devoted to the support of primary education; and 
the expenditure on that account rose from Rs. 48,379 in 1893-94 to Rs. 57,387,, 
showing an increase of Rs, 8,958, or 185 per cent., on the previous year’s 
expenditare. The Lieutenant-Governor curdially approves this substantial 
increase of expenditure, which was shared by all the Divisions, as will appear 
from the table below:— 
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Burdwan PP 8,940 9,171 — 2,844 3 4 2:05 
Presidency > 10,813 14,128 + 44 : 3-8 
Rajshabi én 8,627 4,143 + 633 ’ 19 
Dacca... ass 2,354 4,864 | —1,888 : 22 
Chittagong 4 1,215 1,962 | + 199 D B04 
Patna... me 12,416 | 12,666 | -6,120 240 9 |. 29 
Vhagalpur od 4,402 4717 | — 676 816 , 29) 


Orissa... a 3,226 3,694 | + 696 469 F “6 
Chota Nagpur a 1,887 2,002 | — 172 116 . 85 r 


Total t 48,379 | 67,337 | —10,228 | 8,968 ae 
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The increase was highest in the Dacca Division, where the expenditure 
was more than doubled, and in the Presidency and Chittagong Divisions, where 
it rose by 87-0 and 61*4 per cent. respectively, As was stated in the last year’s 
Resolution, it has been laid down as un approximate standard for the guidance of : 
municipalities that provision should be made for the primary education of not © 
less than half the male population of school-going age within municipal limits at 
the rate of 10 annas a head, which the returns show to be the average yearly net 
cost of the education of pupils of this class in Bengal ; and the expenditure on this 
account was approximately fixed at 3:2 per cent. of the ordinary income of muni- 
alities. The figures in column 2 of the foregoing table show the total approxi- 
mate cost of working up to this standard in each division, and a comparison of 
_ these with the figures in column 4 shows that in four Divisions, viz., Presidency, 


hahi, Chittagong, and Orissa, the actual expenditure exceeded the standard, 
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whilst in the rest it fell short of the requirements, the deficiency being most 
marked in Burdwan, Dacca and Patna. ; : i 
51. Loans.—The table in the margin shows the new loans received during 
the year and the purposes for» 
Name of Municipality. Amount of Purpose. which these were obtained. 


Se The five lakhs shown against 

Howrah wwf OGD Wawreuret 70 Howrah was the first istal- 

107) lay Deparment, matt of its large loan of 

Dinajpur one room Beninete s works, Rs. 15,00,000 for the con- 

pied Ms 20,000 Pikprowexpetit of water struction of water-works. Be- 

Darjecling er works. sides those, the Patna and 
20,000 igecorenets of market. Muzaffarpur Municip “18 

ea. ca 1,00,000 Waterworks. received Rs. 1,60,000 and 

——— Rs. 15,000 as the second instal- 

Pot i), SEER ment of their loans for drain- 


works, respectively. The total loan liability. of municipalities at the 
chee of the year was Rs. 15,84,890. 

52. Accounts, audit and embezelements.— Embezzlements of Municipal funds 
occurred in Burdwan, Tamluk, Hooghly-Chinsura Howrah, South Suburbs, 
Maniktula, Maheshpur, Debhatta, Satkhira, Dacca, Noakhali, Patna, Bhagalpur, 
English Bazar (Malda) and Chatra. In Burdwan the confusion was so great 
that it was found necessary to appoint a special officer under section 82 of the 
amended Act to examine and report on the accounts of the Municipality. The 
sums embezzled in Patna amounted to Rs. 12,778, and it was clear that the 
frauds had been going on for & considerable time, and that the offenders believed 
themselves to be proctically safe from detection. Registers were irregular 
kept, and the inetructions of the local Auditor were disregarded, with the result 
that heavy arrears accumulated and large remissions were granted on ve 
inadequate evidence. In this and all similar eases the defalcations which too 
place were rendered possible by gross neglect of the account rules on the part of 
the Vice-Chairmen concerned. The amendment of these is now under consider- 
ation, and the opportunity will be taken to define the Vice-Chairman’s duties 
more fully and precisely than is done in the present rules. 

53. Working of the Bengal Porters and Dandiwallas’ Act, V of 1883.—This 
Act is in force in the Darjeeling Municipality only. ‘The Deputy Commissioner 
of the district reports as follows :—“ ‘The law is carefully observed, and an effort 
ig ‘made to supervise the work of dandiwallas and porters. A special officer is 
employed to look after and prosecute offenders, an complaints are not so fre- 
quent.” The number of porters and dandiwallas regres. was 1,203, against 
980 in the previous year; the prosecutions under the Act numbered 45, and 
the fines amounted to Rs. 91-8 against Rs, 52-12 imposed in the previous 

ear. 

: 54. Inspections.—Much useful work was done during the year by the 
Commissioners of Divisions and District Officers in inspecting munici alities, 
and inspection reports on thirty-three municipalities were submitted to Poni: 
ment by Commissioners of Divisions. The smaller municipalsties should be 
inspected and reported on by Subdivisional Officers. Sa oer attention should 
be paid by all inspecting officers to the arrangements made for collecting muni- 
cipal taxes, the system of granting remissions and the state of the accounts. 

55. General working of the Act during the year.—Mr. Romesh Chunder 
Dutt, Officiating Commissioner of the Burdwan Division, left the following 

ral remarks before his transfer from Burdwan:— 

“Excepting Howrah, all the municipalities 1 have inspected have a non-official Chair- 
men. 1 have found them, as well as the unicipal Commissioners, willing to devote their 
time and attention to the work they have undertaken, accept and act, on all reasonable 


and 
’ ions that we make for improv ts. Work is carried tolerably well and with 
och provemen ork is on y and wil 


ence and care. It is necessary for us to indicate the way in which sanitary improve- 
ments can be effected, and to urge on such im rovements being effected, so far as is possible 
within the resources of the municipalities. It is also necessary for us to carefully examine 
the municipal budgets, as there is a tendency to over-estimate income, and also to allow 
ernest omer aca ou — . servants. In wen ne a District Magis- 
ve generally done their du giving sympathetic advice and making: preotieal 
ons.” And with such help Local. Self-Government within icipal aveus has attained 

a fair measure of success.” 
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66, Mr. J.A. Bourdillon, who subsequently held charge of the Division 
and submitted the report, writes:— sere ni iam : 
_. “Inthe above note of qualified approbation I am quite prepared to join. I find the 
Mpibipal ‘Commissioners everywhere glad to receive suggestions and ready to accept 

ism in a friendly spirit ; but it is in execution that they usually fail. No schemes of 
government in Bengal work automatically, and it is absolutely essential that persons in 
authority should not only pass orders but see that they are craal out. Here and there one 
finds an active spirit among the officers or members of a Municipal Corporation, but as a rule 
they content themselves with passing orders and trusting that somehow or other they will 
be carried out. Thus, arrangements admirable on paper are found to be abominable in 
practice: taxes are not collected, roads are not repaired, and olaborate rules for conservancy and 
sanitation are grossly violated. Until it is universally understood that taxes are to be 
collected promptly and paid in punctually without fear or favour, and that a close supervision 
in all departments is just as essential to good government as wise advice and admirable 
‘systems, municipal administration will never reach the high standard which Government sets 
before it. On the other hand it is impossible to forget that the work done by Municipal 
Commissioners is gratuitous and that it is often discharged at considerable personal sacrifice. 
Of the value of their services I am deeply conscious as well as of the real interest which 
many Commissioners take in their duties; and in making the above remarks I desire to pose 
not as a hostile detractor magnifying failure, but as a friendly critic showing what still 
divides present achievements from complete success.” 





57. Mr. E. V. Westmacott, Commissioner of the Presidency Division, 
writes :— 


“In reviewing the municipal administration of another year, it must be considered what 
progress has been made, and whether such efficiency has been attained as would, to any | 
extent, justify the relaxation of official control. I cannot say that I find indications of this 
at present. In the allotment of their funds, Municipal Commissioners are not sufficiently 
considerate of the welfare of the general body of the people,.,and look exclusively to the 
wants of a certain class, Of the people generally they are in no sense representative, and 
with them they have less sympathy than a European official would lave Municipal 
administration by the educated Babu class is in no sense Local Self-Government by the . 
people, whose interests it is necessary to safeguard by external control. Very few Commis- 
sioners are sufficiently enlightened to appreciate the advantages of sanitation, and in some 
casos, they are actively opposed to it. While ready to spend public money on higher 
education for the benefit of children of their own class, they will not, without pressure, 
provide for primary education. It is necessary that a controlling authority should make 
sure that proper provision is made for conservancy, roads, drainage, water-supply, and 
primary education, ‘and that any tendency to increase of establishments, providing employment 
of raising salaries for the Babu class, or to pay for the higher education of their children, 
is kept in check. In exercising a firm and just enterk over subordinates and making 
them do their work efficiently, I find an almost general failure and an inaptitude for command, 
which is quite distinct from the constitutional dislike to personal exertion which prevents 
effectual supervision of work out of doors. It extends also to work done in the office, and 
it is very rarely that the collection of rates and taxes is efficiently supervised as it might 
be even without going outside the office walls. Bills are left for indefinite periods in 
the hands of collecting officers, no one troubling themselves to find out whether amounts 
not paid in have been collected or not, and instead of regular periodical inquiry respecting 

uncollected amounts, balances are allowed to remain on the books for several years, when 
inquiry is useless. Enormous amounts are eventually written off as irrecoverable, much of 
which might have been found to have been realised by dishonest officers had inquiry been 
made in due time. Regular pein inquiry into balances would control the collecting staff 
as it certainly is not controlled at present, and for such inquiries Ward Committees ought 
to be utilised. I do not believe that all Municipal Commissioners are so apathetic or 
‘inefficient, that a good working Committee gould not be established in every ward, and from | 
what I have seen, think the jealousy of the Chairman and Vice-Vhairman is generally the 
obstacle in the way of the existence of efficient Ward Committees. It is easier to awaken 
@ man’s interest in the affairs of his own immediate neighbourhood than in those of a large 
municipality generally, avd if each Commissioner were allowed a share in the executive 
management of the affairs of his own ward, the general body of Commissioners would manage 
the affairs of the “eee pe much more efficiently and intelligently than they do at present. 
‘There are still Municipal Commissioners and even Chairmen and Vice-Chairmen who are 
absentees, and do not visit the phar vb except to attend at meetings, but I think that 
the number of such Commissioners is smaller than it used to be, and that in this respect there 
has been improvement. ‘here is a general complaint of the difficulty of obtaining answers 
to letters sldranal toa a office. This is, I think, gonerally due only to dilatory and 
unbusiness-like habits; but I have also found instances in which it is due to the jealousy of. 
unicipal Commissioners, who insist on the absurd practice of sending round letters, how- 
ever unimportant, to every individual Commissioner before answering them. Tho faults 
_ which I mention have been noticed before, and I mention them as no now discovery, 
__ but ag considering to what extent they have been corrected during the year; and 1 









m that I find little improvement. Upon considering the wo 
se aly come to the saan that far from satisfactory as municipal 


has been, it would rapidly deteriorate and become less efficient if official control and_ Sa 
supervision were removed, The visits of the Magistrate of the district and of the 


Commissioner of the Division are important and we, ret factors in keeping up the 
standard of municipal work; and the examination by the official auditor with the resulting 
orders of controlling officers is highly necessary to secure the proper keeping of account 

Tn the few instances in which municipal administration is carried out in a business-like ani 

intelligent manner, and where interference is not necessary, control may gradually become 
nominal, but generally I see no possibility at present of relaxing the supervision of the 
Magistrate and of the Commissioner of the Division.” 


58. Mr. P. Nolan, Commissioner of the Rajshahi Division, sums up the 
year’s work with these remarks :— a 


“In my opinion the only serious objection to the development of municipal institutions . 


is the great increase in taxation by which it has been accompanied. This is a good deal felt 
by the people, who formerly had to pay very little in this form. On the other hand, the 
advantages derived from the sanitary and other measures of improvement on which the 
money raised has been spent are undoubted, and the form of administration by Comwittees 
elected or nominated is popular.” ‘ 


59. Mr. Luttman-Johnson, Commissioner of the Dacca Division, says:— 


“T have so often said that whatever may be the shortcomings of our Municipal Boards, 
they are better than nothing, that I hardly care to repeat the platitude. Some grievous 


shortcomings, some grievous instances of administrative inaptitude, of hopeless want of - 


-ordinary business capacity, have come to my notice. But this, I fear, is a national charac- 
teristic, which must be borne with and, as far as possible, corrected in municipal as in other 
affairs.” 
60. The following are the comments of Mr. W. B, Oldham, c.1.£., Com- 
missioner of the Chittagong Division :— 


*The Chittagong and Comilla ee are doing good work. The Cox’s Bazar 

_ Municipality is virtually managed by its Chairman, the Local Subdivisional Officer. ‘The 
Brahmanbaria and Noakhali Municipalities do little more than enough to save themselves 
from being superseded by the authorities. There are absolutely no indications that the Cox’s 
Bazar people would prefer a real municipal system to the nominal system which they have. 
Detuched parts of the Brahmanbaria municipal area frequently pray for release from the 
Municipality. There are no signs of any wish by the people of Chandpur, or Hajiganj, or 
Feni, all rapidly rising centres of business and population, to have municipal government 
introduced, and those concerned prefer to provide privately or by subscription for their needs. 
The Chittagong Municipal Commissioners have shown a senso of their requirements by in- 
variably electing a European as Chairman, and sppccting him against opposition or co1n- 
plaints which would make an ordinary office untenable. Altogether it is not even certain if 
the present municipal system is in this Division preferred by the great majority of those 
concerned, or except by the English-speaking class, to the old régime under the Magistrates.” 


61. Mr. A. Forbes, c.s.1., Commissioner of Patna, concludes his report 
with the following remarks:— 


“Tt must be admitted that the past year has in many respects been disappointing. In 
many Municipalities, such as Arrah, Gaya, Motihari, Bibar, Siwan, Madhsbani, ina: 
Jagdispur, and elsewhere, the non-official Chairmen or Vice-Chairmen have performed their 
duties in a thoroughly satisfactory manner, and have, as a rule, been suported in carrying out 
any desirable reforms by the rest of the Municipal Commissioners (though not always, ¢.g., 
Arrah). Butin other places, notably Chapra, Darbhanga, and Patna, there has not only 
been much mismanagement, but also in the two first-named much deliberate obstructiveness 
to progress and reform, however obviously needed, when it was a question of increasing or 
revising taxation. I reproduce the following remarks from my General Administration 
Report :—‘ On the whole, however, I doubt very much whether, under the present system, 
we shall ever, in municipal matters, got beyond a certain limited point, and I am afraid that 
we have about reached it. Signs are not wanting of an unwillingness among municipal 
bodies to bestir themselves actively or to listen to advice, and f foar that-the feeling is 
api If this goes on, it may be found in time that the legislation of the last 12 years 

as weakened the hands of Government to an extent inconsistent with the publio interests ’.” 


_ In paragraph 404 of his General Administration Report Mr, Forbes also 
wrote as follows :— ; 


A _ “The Municipal Commissioners have to make, or at least to supervise the spebing of, 
vassessments and collections, and to carry out the whole of the executive work themselves. 
And in all — active moet whether on inertia, dislike to ae basalt Ae rey stp 

m responsibility, or want o r appreciation of the rules of sanitation, or 
from all these failings man AAP if left to thasnasliee acer licicat daveciably fall short of 
the standard of eutidin one would wish to see them attain. It is a regrettable fact, but no 
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municipality after another,, 





Tue, that L ‘any impordiiet izefobns, leaves paten : its 
bh is asa rule, onl, introduced in consequence of direct. official pressure. And not kag 
“BO, ordinary administration of each municipality, if not constantly looked into and 


brought into line by the officers of Government, is almost certain in a short time to fall into a 
state of daisser-aller and disorder.” 


62. Mr. Toynbee, the Commissioner of the Bhagalpur Division, has re- 
corded the following remarks :— 
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“The number of Municipalities in the Division remained the same as it was last year, and 
little or vo change occurred in their condition, The gpplication of modern western ideas of 
sanitation to eastern towns is not only a difficult but a very costly operation. The municipal. 
authorities cannot carry the people with them, not only because sanitary reform means extra 
taxation, but also because conservative as they are, they cannot divest themselves in a day of 
the habits of generations. In most of the municipalities in this Division the Municipal Com- 
missioners are engaged in a constant struggle to make both ends meot, and to steer clear of any 
very unfavourable remarks by the Sanitary Commissioners or Local Auditor. Unless they 
are rich enough to afford a paid Secretary, the supervision of out-door work has practically to 
take care of itself. No funds are available unless a loan be obtained from Government for 
any new works or improvements, however necessary or advisable they may be. It is not, 
therefore, I think, to be wondered at that true Local Self-Government seldom stirs out of the 
meeting-rooms of the Municipal Oommissioners. The municipal cart sticks in the mud, but as 
a rule no Municipal Commissioner puts his shoulder to the wheel.” 


63. Mr. W. H. Grimley, Commissioner of the Chota Nagpur Division, 
has recorded the following remarks :— 


“The municipal bodies in tho five districts of Chota Nagpur are not sufficiently advanced 
to be trusted to walk alone, and are therefore placed under the guidance of an official Chair- 
man, who at head-quarters is the Deputy Commissioner of the district and in other places 
the Munsif, Magistrate, or Sub-Registrar; it consequently depends very much on the capacity 
of this officer whether any real progress is made in municipal administration. IEf he is active 
and efficient he can under the large powers conferred upon him by section 44 of the Act take ~ 
ready action, and so prevent temporary encroachments on roads, obstructions to drainage, or 
other nuisances from becoming permanent and irremovable; while if on the contrary he is 
weak, wanting in self-reliance, or intractable, instead of making prompt endeavours to carry 
out improvements suggested, it may be, by the Sanitary Commissioner, the Commissioner of 
the Division, or by Government, he will take shelter behind the resolutions of the Municipal 
Board, which is proverbially slow to move in such matters. It is only by timely notice and 
by prompt prosecution of those who contravene the law that many municipal improvements 
become possible. Whenever the state of the roads is bad, the drainage obstructed, encroach- 
ments permitted, the collections unpunctual, it isa sure sign that the executive is not con- 
trolled with a firm hand, and a strong executive is the main essential in the municipalities of 
this Division, where the Commissioners, who are mostly pleaders, mukhtars, petty traders, and 
money-lenders, are busy men whose time is chiefly taken up with their own concerns. Their 
interest in municipal business is mostly confined to mere routine matters and to a more or 
less regular attendance at the meetings, and the tendency generally is towards a mild or slack 
administration, which may be said to be in harmony with the public feeling on the subject.” 


64. Looking back on the work done by the municipalities of the province 
during the last five years the Lieutenazit-Governor has much pleasure in recognis- 
ing not only that many permanent improvements have been made, but that on the 
whole the standard of administration has been raised and a more active interest 
has been created in the business that comes before the Commissioners. Meetin 
are held oftener and are better attended than was the case five years ago; the 
municipal income has risen from Rs. 28,24,204 to Rs. 40,45,340, and the inci- 
dence of taxation now stands at 13 annas and 7 pies per head against 11 annas and 
11 pies at the beginning of the period. Under all the main heads which contri- 
bute to the health and comfort of the urban population a marked increase 
has taken placo in the expenditure of municipal funds, The amount spent on 
conservancy has risen from Rs. 6,90,123 to Rs. 8,84,861; on lighting from 
Rs. 1,483,843 to Rs. 1,60,596; on public works from Rs. 4,73,551 to 
Rs. 5,86,247 ; on hospitals and dispensaries from Rs, 2,32,651 to Rs, 3,31,052 ; 
and on public instruction from Rs, 1,15,288 to Rs. 1,386,524. On water-supply 
the capital expenditure has increased from Rs. 1,10,284 to Rs. 7,386,231, and 
the charges for maintenance from Rs. 28,217 to Rs, 61,702; while drainage 

_ works show a rise in capital outlay from Rs. 25,860 to Rs. 2,02,413, and 

in maintenance charges from Rs, 62,185 to Rs. 71,328. Within these five 
years water-works supplying filtered water on a large scale have been 
opened in Arrah, Maniktala, and Cossipore-Chitpur by municipal enterprise, 
and in Nasirabad by the liberality of Raja Surjya Kanta Acharjia. A large 
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started, after much discussion, in the town of Howrah 
‘now a i 5 ee at In Dacca the original works have been extended _ 
so as to double the supply of water; the works at Burdwan have been enlar, od ; 
the Darjeeling Municipality have improved their system and introduced the’ 
Pasteur-Chamberland method of filtration ; and«within the last few days the 
Licutenant-Governor has had the satisfaction of according sanction to an exten- 
sion of the Bhagalpur water-works which will distribute pure water to the poorest 
and most unhealthy quarters of the tuwn. Good progress has been made in the 
experiments undertaken in connexion with projected water-works in Gaya, 
and water-works are being designed for Midnapore ; but the schemes for 
supplying water to the small reer e on either bank of the Hooghly 
are still incomplete. Minor projects which aim merely at improving the exist- 
ing winsoaikesys 2 & without resorting to filtration, have also been carried out 
in Kurseong, Khulna, Comilla, Nator, and Purulia, and schemes of the same 
character are under considertion in Pabna and Raniganj. Under the head of 
Drainage large schemes have been carried out in the towns of Patna, Muzaffar- 

ur, and yew abe the municipal drainage system has been remodelled in 

arjecling and Rampur Boalia an improved in Dacca, Puri, and Naihati, and 
drainage projects are under consideration in the numerous towns mentioned 
in paragraph 43 of this Resolution. 

65. For results such as these, though doubtless to some extent due to 
initiative influence on the part of the officers of Government, the municipalities 
concerned may fairly claim a substantial measure of credit. In most cases the 
Municipal Commissioners have shown themselves amenable to the suggestions that 
have been made to them; but both Mr. Nolan and Mr. Forbes write warningly 
of the growing impatience of increased taxation, however good the object may 
be, ask Mr. Westmacott and Mr. Forbes are seriously alarmed at the tendency 
to resist or to ignore the advice and corrections of District and Divisional 
Officers. It is of course out of the question that municipalities should be 
independent of official control, nor does the Lieutenant-Governor believe that 
sucha claim would be put forward by those Commissioners who have the 
success of municipal administration really at heart. On the other hand it 
is not desirable to extend the sphere of official supervision, and the general 
tendency of the amended Municipal Act has been to increase the reasonable 
liberty of action enjoyed by the ommissioners in the management of local 
affairs, while it has strengthened the power of the State to intervene in the 
exceptional cases where that discretion is seriously abused and the abuse per- 
sisted in. 

66. At the close of his term of office Sir Charles Elliott has much pleasure 
in recording that municipal administration in Benga] is on the whole coheamani 






scheme has been 


carried on, and that there is a tendency to improvement in the efficiency wit 
which municipal funds are expended for the public good. The defects which 
exist are due mainly to the constitution of the Committees themselves. 
Few Municipal Commissioners have had any training in public business, and 
most of them are fully occupied with their own affairs. For deliberation 
and discussion they have considerable aptitude: their difficulties begin when 
decisions expressed in general terms have to be carried out in detail. Here 
they are at a great disadvantage as compared with the District Boards. Munici- 
palities have to create their own executive and to uire for themselves 
experience in the transaction of business, while District Boards have both of 
these essential requisites found for them in the person of the Chairman and 
his permanent staff. The executive work done by the former agency cannot, 
therefore, be judged by the same standard as is applied to the latter, but for all 
that municipalities fill a useful place in the system of administration and 
discharge a number of functions which could not conveniently be undertaken by 
Government officials. 


By order of the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, 


H, H. RISLEY, 
; ; Secretary to the Government of Bengal. 
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mental caltivetion. gardens, and experi- 


D4k bungalows and serais, 


Establishment (5). 


Buildings (c). 
Roads (d). 
Total, 















718 





10,061 


















om 40s | 1,674 167 | 15,843 666 
29 1 200 tes 426 3,112 
2 | 45 | 1,874 Yor | 15,7009 | 143 | 76,778 











— 





in 1,008 oo} 302 |. 11,777 
ove 252 240 993 a 4,702 
ce 1,260 w| 45)... 16,479 


en | me os 











due on account of pre- 
vious years. ed 


i 













os 
on 
Ket 


== 


“pa eee “y 10! , ss) 1 + Perrone: Rohe <4 E! ; RT OF , * 
ADMINISTRATION IN ° HE LOWER PROVINCE 
| “BENGAL FOR THE YEAR 1894.95. 








REVENUE DEPARTMENT—FORESTS. 
Caleutta, the 9th December 1895. | 
RESOLUTION=No. 6278. yoeiteie 


’ PLS shah 

The Progress Report of tho Forest Administration in the Lower Provinoss f Bengal 

for the year 1894-95. ne 

Read again— » 


4 The Progress Report of the Forest Administration in the Lower Provinces of Bengal i 
for the year 1893-94, and the Government Resolution thereon. fel 
The Report is submitted by Mr. A. E, Wild, who held the post of Conservator 
of Forests in the provinee throughout the year. It was received on 7th Novem- — 
ber, some weeks after the due date (1st October); it is ex ained that the delay 


was owing to the fact that the time between the receipt o divisional reports by 


the Conservator and the date fixed for the submission of his report to Govern- 


- ment is ins 


235 


See Se 


= 15% ee 










-ascerta 
following table shows 


ufficient. The Conservator proposes to alter these arrangements to 
ensure the punctuality of his report in future, . 
‘The report is not altogether satisfactory. Mr. Wild, endeay ing no 
doubt to confine his remarks within the limit prescribed by the Yocont! Celee 
has reduced the printed mg gd six es, as compared with the report of 
1893-94. But the decrease is y earned at the expense of clearness, with 
the result that it is impossible to learn, without reference to the statistical tables, 
many facts which should have been shown in the body of the report. 
~~ "9 ‘The remarks made by this Government and the Government of India 


iin reviewing the report and the tables compiled for illustrating the statisti 


should be noticed by the Conservator, and similar remarks and tables should be 


embodied in the next report. ‘There was only a small increase of 40 square miles 


in the area of the various classes of forests, So far as they have been ascer- 


% tained. ‘I'he limitation, however, is impor? for the areas of the forests 
in the Sonthal Parganas and in Chota 


agpur (excopt Hazaribagh) are still 


unknown and have not been shown in the statement. The revenue settlement 

! ations now in progress in Palamau and Singhbhum will fix seiiely the 

forest areas in the resettled portions of those districts, and tho Lieutenant- 

Governor trusts that the officer now posted to the Sonthal Parganas will 

in approximately the area of his charge during the current year. The 
the areas under management :—~ oe 









8. Protected Forests,—An importan 
mer w n the 
on In ; y 189. 
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x ) y-created division, and, the 0 2en 
- officer in charge eal Th be spgeat ed from the other divi die saat: 
ie ae Settlements.—As directed in the Resolution on last year’s report, the 
forest tracts in respect of which, though they have not been icrnily settled, 


no further enquiry into the rights of Government and private persons is 
judged necessary, have been added to the areas actually settled under the 
‘Act, and the amalgamated total of areas for which no further settlement 
operations are required has been given as 5,641 square miles. At the com-. 
-mencement of the year, 931 square miles were un ergoing settlement; with 
the exception of small plots of land acquired under the Land Acquisition Act for 
special purposes, no new work was undertaken during the year, while operations 
were brought to a conclusion only in 7 square miles which were added to the. 
Buxa Reserve. The tracts in which settlement operations are in progress consist 
of 191 square miles in the Darjeeling civil district and 733 square miles in the 
Chittagong Division. The delay in the case of the former is not understood, 
and the Revenue authorities will be desired to explain. The work is not of a 
difficult nature, and in the pest year’s report it was stated that the settlement 
had been practically finished in July 1893; it is therefore strange that it has 
not yet been brought toa close. In Chittagong the Forest Department is not 
responsible for the delay. The work has to go hand in hand with that of the 
Revenue Settlement, and in addition is complicated by innumerable claims 
which have to bo decided. 

Orders have been issued for the delimitation of the forest area and the pre- 

tion of a record-of-rights in the Kolhan estate in Singhbhum and the 

overnment estate in Palamau concurrently with the revenue settlement opera-. 
tions now in progress. During the land settlement of the Western Duars in 
Jalpaiguri, 843 blocks of land, ageregating 50,137 acres in area, were set apart 
for fuel and fodder reserves. These areas are at present in the charge of the 
Civil Department, but since the close of the year orders have issued for the 
Forest Officers of Buxa and Jalpaiguri to examine the various blocks with a 
view to the larger and more important among them being taken over by the 
Forest Department. 

5. Working Plans.—No progress has been made in the preparation of 
working plans. The work in hand last year in the Darjecling and Tista 
Divisions is still unfinished, and the Jalpaiguri area has been undertaken 
during the year. Having regard to the paucity of officers available, the lack of 

rogress is not perhaps surprising. But the fact remains that Bengal is very 
Spe ward in respect of working plans, and the Conservator should spare no 
efforts to push on this important branch of the administration. 

The only areas for which working plans are now in operation are tho 
Sundarbans covering 4,340 square miles and 38 miles in the Darjeeling Division. 
In the former case the provisions of the plan were in every instance worked up 
to, in the latter some deviations have occurred. 

6. Communications and Buildings.—'Yhe following statement compares the 
expenditure on communications and buildings during the last two years and the 
Budget allotment for .894-95:— 
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©) No new expensive buildings were constructed during the year, and thus the 
expenditure sida head dstreased by Rs. 15,845. The expenditure on 
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made at a cost of Rs. 10,227 and 622 mile pinndanl) d at a cost of Rs. 7 

* the expenditure in 1893-94 Beyina ‘een 5,998 for 51 miles of new roa 

‘and Rs. 6,885 for the repairs of 487 miles. i ssdnegh ber cee eve-e toe cae 
7. Breaches of Forest Law.—One hundred and thirty-five cases were p 








cuted in the Courts compared with 126 in 1893-94; convictions were obtained in 


92 per cent. of the cases, against 88 per cent. in the previous year. The number 
of prosecutions for injury to the forests by fire increased from 8 to 18. a 
No details have been given regarding these cases. In future the report 
should show the number of cases in which convictions and acquittals were 
obtained, the number of persons concerned in each case, she. meth 8 
cases pending at the beginning and end of the year, and the penalties inflicted. 
It has been ascertained that during the year under report convictions were 
ébtained in 15 ont of the 18 cases, the accused were all discharged in two cases 
and one was pending at the close of the year. In all 45 persons were conyicis 
and 15 acquitted. The proportion of convictions was satisfactory, but, the 
punishments inflicted were generally light. The Conseryator explaims this by 
the fact that cases detected were of a trivial nature, and that the real incendiary 
fires were undetected. In one case in Jalpaiguri, 11 persons were convicted of 
“deliberately setting fire to the forest in ae to drive out, the game, and were 
fined only Re. 1 each. The case was referred to the High Court, who jn 
their judgment wrote— It-is not now desirable to enhance the sentence in this 
case, but when the offence charged was found to be established, and there were no 
mitigating circumstances, we think that more than a nominal punishment was 
called for2 Some mention should have been made in the sepert of a case of 
such importance, and information should have been given of the effect of the 
Lieutenant-Governor’s orders that all cases of inadequate punishment should be 
reported to Government. This should be’ done in future reports. There were, 
besides the 18 cases brought to trial, 13 cases which after svar’ remained 
undetected. Of the 18 cases brought to trial, 13 occurred in Singhbhum, 2 in 
Puri, 2 in Kurseong, and 1 in Jalpaiguri. ‘ : 
‘The number of cases compounded by the Forest Officer, under section 67 
of the Act, was 958, involving 1,562 persons, as against 982 and 1,516 persons , 
in 1893-94, The amount received as compensation for these offences was 
Rs. 5,653, or Rs. 5-14-5 for each case and Rs. 3-9 for each person. In compliance 
with the orders given last year, no offences by fire were compouncet ; 
The number of offences was greatest in the Darjeeling (395 cases) and in 
asad ra (281 cases) Divisions, and the same divisions headed the list in 
94, 
8. Grazing.—Leaving out of consideration the Sundarbans area in which 
grazing is impossible owing to the absence of pasture, the whole area of the 
protected and unclassed forests, except 12 square miles, is open to grazing. In 
the reserved forests, on the other hand, out of a total area o 8,747 square miles 
omitting the Sundarbans reserves), 3,339 square miles are closed to all animals, 
20 square miles are closed to browsing animals, and only 388 square miles are 
open for pasturage. The actual receipts from grazing fees in the reserved 
forests amounted to Rs. 10,022, as compared with Rs. 7,722 in the previous 
syear; the increase occurred chiefly in the Jalpaiguri and Tista Divisions. 
eo. petted sate tote a reed in the Pun year only. apg ot 

. 10 in um, and the actual receipts amounted to Rs, 5,138, again 

Bs. 3,141 in 1893-94. ie | 
_ As regards cattle trespass, the number of cattle impounded is said to have 
been 1,432, against 1,762 in the previous year, but the ba pr for the current 
er are admittedly incomplete, as some of the Divisional Officers have failed 

~ to furnish statistics. Complete figures should be given in future reports. 

--- 9, Forest fires.—The area over which protective measures against fire 
were adopted extended to 1,874 square miles, or 32 per cent. of the total area 
sal the eat Ong. 9 sp a or 0°49 of this area, were burned 

compared wi » or cent., in 1893-94. protected, 
thus ‘coxhapas to over 99 a cent. a 

In all areas, specially protected or otherwise, on 56 ‘square miles, or 0°63 
ay pee oe were burned, and of this some Priest riles were purpo 
_ bummed by the Department, so that only 0:28 of the total arca of forests suffered 
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'It is too venturesome to attempt to explain this immunity. No doubt thé \reproami 3 
ations a. ae your and Pe a, re have, in some degree, perhaps, borne 
fruit it is too ear 8 con: eir real effect; an th credit) i 
hs tadeabtedly due to both Civil and Forest Officers for the success siainns, : mynd i questi si 
_ that their exertions in this respect have been materially aided, not only by the favoural 
‘season, but more so, perhaps, by the very severity of the fires of the previous year, for it is 
: that two seasons, more than usually disastrous, succeed each other.” 





No doubt the measures taken against fires were attended with much 
better results during the year under report than in the previous year, but His 
Honour would point out that the comparison is vitiated by the absence of any 
figures from the protected areas in om, of which in 1893-94 it was 
reported that 320,000 acres were burnt. The Conservator explains that accurate 
figures for the area in Singhbhum cannot be given, but adds that as a rule fire 
overruns the whole. Granting that this is so, it completely destroys the use of 
statistical tables to show in one year the whole protected area as having been 
burned as was done in last year’s report, and to shew none as burned in the 
following year. Either the figures should be excluded every ‘year or shown 
every year. Areas intentionally burned by the Department should not be shown 
in the statement. 

Rules framed under section 75 (d) of the Forest Act were introduced into 
the Puri district in January 1595 to regulate the lighting of fires and the 
collection of inflammable material in the vicinity of reserved forests during the 

months of the year from January to July. When directing the enforce- 
ment of these rules, the Lieutenant-Governor expressed his opinion that a small 
fine was neither a severe nor even a sufficient penalty for the carelessness which | 
might destroy a vast mass of valuable State property, and that any person, 
who by his culpable neglect sets fire to a reserved forest, should receive a 
sufficiently severe punishment to deter him from similar carelessness in future. 

10. Gross yield and outturn of Forest Produce.—Yhe following statement 
gives details of the outturn during the year from all the forests in the 

- Province, including the removals by privileged villagers :— ” 
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AGENCY BY WHICH PRO- 
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Phe removals of timber from the reserved forests <s purchasers were 


cubic feet less than in the previous year. The falling off was most 
le in the Sundarbans Division,. where, it is explained, the abundant rice — 
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| Exploitation by purchasers is now the method almost sip ag ster 
in Bengal; Departmental operations, which consisted mainly in the delivery 
firewood to the troops at the Jelapahar Cantonment, comprised only 20,927 
cubic feet of timber, 119,510 cubic feet of fuel, and 35,975 bambvos. ate 
11. Financial results.—The receipts for the Forest year amounted *to 
Rs. 8,25,669 and the charges to Rs. 4,09,552, so the net revenue was Rs. 4,16,117, 
which is the highest on record. The pret for the last five years, according 
to the financial year, are given in the following table: — 


FInaNclaL YEAR, 


—~* 








- apeeeamien 
Year. Receipts... Charges. Net revenue. 
Rs. Ks. Rs. 
1889-90 mh ... 7,68,718 8,90,265 8,78,453 
1890-91 ve vee 7527,892 4,14,005 3,.18,387 
1891-92 a ..  7,89,558 4,22,930 8,66,623 
1892-93 > ". 744882 881,608 8,638,274 
1893-94 "" glol6ll —4,04,043 —-8,97,568 


1894-95 uh 7'95.673 3,98,601 —_3,97,072 


12. The following table shows the results in each division for the last 
two financial years: - = * 





Eighty-nine per cent. of the net income of the circle represents the profits: 
of the Sundarbans Division; the Chittagong Division makes the next greatest ~ 
profit, but shows a regrettable decline as compared with the previous year. 

18. Misceilancous.—Mr. Wild was in charge of the circle throughout the 
year. He was on tour for 172 days and inspected seven out of the thirteen 
divisional offices, Details of his tours with dates should be furnished in the 
next report. His Honour again notices with regret that a large number of 
changes have been necessary in the divisional charges owing to the deaths, 
illnesses and absences of officers on leave. The ‘Tista Division was held by no 

“Jess than seven officers during the year, the Direction Division by five, Darjeeling 
by four, and Angul by three; only Kurseong and Jalpaiguri were under the 
same officer throughout the year. Both these two Divisions, especially Kurseong, 

_ have done better financially than last year, owing, no doubt, partly to this 
cause. rN is with regret that the Lieutenant-Governor records the death of 
__- Mr. G.A. Richardson, Deputy Conservator, who, when on privilege leave 10 
_ . March last, succumbed somewhat suddenly to an attack of pneumonia, is constitu- 
_ * tion having been weakened by long service in the Buxa Duars ; and in April « 
Tat the death of Mr. H. H. Davis, the senior officer of the circle, whose great 
local knowledge and wide experience were of great service to Government. 
___- OrpEr.—Ordered that the Resolution be published in the Calcutta Gazette. 





iN ee By order of the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, 





A b 1 ik ph ” 
fang ne, 4 See ae oy ae Ay te Mes rAd haaty, 
meats CoRR eds, 9 Nae sl iE re ies 












i 
En 
oi 


woe 
i 











hy 7 
H Lewy 





ia Laka TA te | ae Sat sae 
| BARLY COTTON OROP IN BENGAL, 1895. 
Tue following is published for genoral information, 


\ x 





Rev. Dert., e C. E. Buckuanp, 
The 10th December 1895. — Secy. to the Govt. of Bengal. 


DEPARTMENT OF LAND RECORDS AND 
AGRICULTURE, BENGAL. 





Nore on THe Earty Corron Oror 1x Benaar, 1895. 


Explanatory.—There are, generally speaking, two cotton 
crops in these Provinces, viz., the early crop, which is 
sown during the monsoon rains and harvested during the 
cold weather by the end of December, and the late crop, 
which is usually sown at the close of the rainy season and 
harvested during the hot weather in May and June. 

Of the districts for which returns are given in the 
st statement, the early he is reported to be grown 

y one 


only in Jalpaiguri, Chittagong Hill Tracts, Sonthal Parganas, 
© Midnapore. Purl Hazaribagh, Lohardaga, and 
Monghyr. Angul and the *Palamau, while in the remain- 
Cuttaok, Manbhum. ing districts, noted in_ the 
Balasore, Singhbhum, 


margin, both the early and late 
rape are cultivated. This report furnishes estimates of area 
and outturn for the early crop only. 

Character of the season—The rainfall of the monsoon 
season of 1895 has generally been less than the normal in 
the early cotton-growing districts of these Provinces. In 
July, the rainfall was hag the normal in all these districts 
except in Jalpaiguri, Monghyr, Bhagalpur, and (generally) in 
Chota Nagpur; it was deficient also in August in all 
districts except in Jalpaiguri, Peeps, and Orissa; in 
September Puri only received more than the normal fall ; and 
in October, Cuttack, Manbhum, and Singbhum were the ss 
districts in which the rainfall was above the normal, In 
November the rainfall was light. 

Area sown.—The total area this year sown with the early 
cotton crop in these Provinces appears from the statement 
annexed to this note to be 91,000 acres. The corresponding 
area for the previous year is shown in the same statement as 
95,600 acres. ‘I'he present estimated acreage is nearly 5 

cent. less than that of last year. The decrease 18. 
noticeable chiefly in Puri and Singbhum, and is reported to 


be due in Puri to excessive rain, and in Singbhum to insuffi- a 


cient rain. Sonthal Parganas, Angul and the Kondmals, | 
and Palamau show a ht increase’ in area, which the 


f, es Commissioners of those districts attribute to a favour- 
ah eon for cotton cultivation, 


‘ é 















- Angul 





Jal i Hazaribagh. on report an 
aus Manbhum. —_ erop of 16 annas; seven* repo 
nahh: £ from 12 to l 


crops 
_annas, and the remaining six districts report crops vary- 
ing from 8 to 11 annas. On comparing the meteorological 
reports of this year with those of last year, it ap that 
the climatic conditions of this year have been, on the whole, — 
more favourable for the early cotton crop than those of last : 
year. From the district estimates of outturn, ia he seen 
that six districts, viz., Midnapore, Chittagong ill Tracts, — BA 
Sonthal Parganas, Balasore, Hazaribagh, and Manbhum, 

better crops than those of last year; five distri tie 


viz., Julpaiguri, Cuttack, Puri, and Khondmals, 

and Lohardaga, report equal pt po four districts, viz., ag 

af srt a Bhagalpur, Palamen, Singhbhum, report ‘worse ta 
ia’ ‘hye axithmeticel mean of the anna estimates of outturn “4 
returned by District Officers, reckoned with reference to areas, ‘ 
ives a 116 anna, or about three-fourths of an average: Z 


es or these Provinces as a whole, against 10°2 annas 
for the crop of last year, 
a, N. N. BANERJEI, 
: Assistant Director of Land Records 
* ‘ and A ic ture, B 1 f 
CouNTERSIGNED. 
W. OC. MACPHERSON, 
Director of Land Reoordds and 
| Agriculture, Bengal. 





Be) CaLcurta, 
Fees The 2nd December 1895. 
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Tor the week ending the 91h Decemler, 1895. 


rdwan.—Rainfall nil. Weather fair. Prospect of ere: 
. Rabi crops are being sown. Gondition of so ee a tae ca eae 
Common rice sells at an average price of 16 seers a rupee. Bae ot v4! 


« _,, Midnazore—Tanofall nil Wouter old. Puy i bing barvstd with good outturn 





- except Rain wanted to improve the growth of rabi, Sugarcan indigo doing 
well, Common rice selling at— r pre: emer eee 
hae: Lad ih : coe 
: Midnapore ae 
A eee cer one J eee 18 
Contai eee oe oe eee 21 to 23 
Tamluk oe ove eee ee 16 © seed rupey 
Ghatal ded eee eee 14 to 15 * 


beers a 
_-—- 94-Parganas.—Rainfall nil. Weather brig ht and cool. Harvesting of i 
- outturn estimated tobe 8 annas in the north and 12 annas in the south o the donot, eae 


_ erops doing well. No oattle-disease. Fodder and water sufficient. Rico sells at— 


: { gia, Sr8. Sa 
i es. A ee 

: arasat ove wee she 15 ie 
Basirbat eee eee “0 16 per rupee. i : | 

Diamond Harbour eee aee oee 16 r i’ 


 ‘Murshidabad.— Rainfall 22. Weather seasonable, State of Aalai good. Harvesti 
of aman continues; estimated outturn 8 annas. Sowing of rabi crops finished. Cutting a td 
i ne going on. Indigo and mulberry doimg well. Fodder and water suffici 
for Met rice sells at 14 seers-per rupee. ° 
Khulna.— Rainfall nil, Weather cold. Harvesting of aman commenced. Oultivation 
-ofrabi over. Fodder and water sufficient. Gommon rice sells at— 


" Srs. so. 
ani F Ne 394 Pee es s| 
‘a’ ies ws AB. 8 r rupes. 
iS] i a as coe 14 3 whips 


. Dinajpur—Rainfoll nil. Weather ‘cold. Standing crops sf, Sowing of rabi crops 
over. Oommon rice selling at 14 to 16 seers per rupee. ‘o report of cattle-disease. 
Fodder and water sufficient. A : 

Rangpur.—Average rainfall ‘12. Sowing of winter crops completed. Harvesting 
of aman going on. Prospects generally good, Common rice selling at 14 seers per rupee. 

Fodder sufficient. 


Pabna.—No rain. Prospect of aman not good at Sirajganj, where rain wanted. Har- 
vesting of aman at Sadar commenced, Common rice sells at Sadar 18 seers and Sirajganj 


14 seors per rupee. Fodder sufficient. ‘ 
Dacca.—Kainfall nil. Weather seasonable. Harvesting of aman rice commenced; 
fair. Rabi crops being sown. No cattle-disease. Fodder available. Price of com- — e 

mon rice 17 seers per rupee. : ie 
Chi’ ng.—No rain. Weather seasonable. ‘Late aman ripening. Prospects not 
good. i sowings continue. Water and fodder sufficient. Rice sells at 16 seers per 


a peepee 






6 * 
_- Patna.—Rainfall at Sadar 28. Harvesting of paddy and sugarcane in yvetia..:.?, 
"Rabi and poppy generally doing well, but a showor of rain would do much pool, The 
* owing of poppy, wheat, &., in some places had to be repeated for want of moisture. 1 
re ‘Condition of cattle good. Fodder and water sufficient. Common rice sells from 18 to 23 
ae Gaya.—No rain. Rabi crops suffering for want of it. Poppy has germinated well after — 
| gesowings. Price of common rice at Sadar 15} seers per rupoo against an average of 1675 — 
-geers. q é oe? 











— Ghamparan.—Rainfall at Sadar ‘37. Aghani being harvested with an estimated outturn 
£12 annas. Rain has improved prospects of poppy and done much good to radi. Common — 
- rice sells from 16 to 22 sears per rupee. Fodder and water for cattle sufficient. ee 4 


. 


wales 









| Guttack,—Roinfall nil. 3 eee ee guru bra 
ae Condition ne cca got ns 

| Bs 4 * : pis 
aeriy : Jajpur het 
bits es L OF Ken ra cH, one eee t 
. . =i ; 29 11 


Banki ? oe - eee ; . 


acres py Weather » sa Harvesting of paddy | 3 ave 
a ain nae oH : 






By order of the ——— of Beokel, Oe 
oe Revenve Deranruent, (. E. BUCKLAND, % 
re jae Recent, 1895. __ Secretary to the Gaowrensiat eh Page 
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ve [10 8 110 vhs o tz 0162 0120 010 8 [10 8/11 0/310 6f310 6/810 6| Birbhum, al 

we fll 82 28 ae ee iis tho 3001 013 8 ols 9 01810 o| Bankurs, a! 

we ae 8 16 eam Ae te ah” 11 8|1012|3 6 018 6 018 9 O| Midnapore, | 4 

S ma 8 10 3 mie ben dake 10 0/11 0/8 8 0.812 0/819 0| Hooghly, 5 

; a (ahs te pr ca if, *o ha ag o}3 3 68 6 018 6 Ol Howrah, eos 
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G 5 
w (12 071 «gle ooh orto 4/11 611 4\3 8 8 8 0/8 4 O| %M-Pargons, | 7) 
| ; Fa 


8 14 8 {16 13] 80 0 91 6) 85 O11 6 [1113/12 1/3 8 O13 7 0} 8 5 Oj Caloutta, 8 ea 
| A fh 
va 1718-19 4 |17 8 [128 0128 0/128 010 12 1012 |1012|3 8 0) 8 8 0} 810 0) Nadia, | 


| I 
. 18018 0 [16 0 |190 0190 0180 011 011 Of10 8\3 6 018 6 O|8 6 O| Murshidabad, 


r J 
el Fay be at we | owe | we | 9 21H BHO 0] 810 Of 810 0] 4 O O} Jossore, 


K 
ve [ll 0 [12 © [12 0 }160 0160 01160 010 12 \1012)9 4|8 8 0)8 8 O04 O O Khulna. 


sc | we (20-10 120 16 (16 0 J240 0240 o240 09919 9/9 9/810 8 910 8818 4 Rajehabi, 
. | vw | we [120 0120 0120 O10 Of11 Oft0 0}8 8 O 810 O18 10 0} Dinsjpur. 
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{ARY OF THE METEOROLOGICAL AND RAINFALL OBSERVATIONS 
_ ‘TAKEN IN BENGAL FOR THE WEEK ENDING, 8 a.m. SATURDAY, 
| -—s THE 7ra OF DECEMBER 1895. 





Fine settled weather of ordinary north-east monsoon character prevailed over Bengal 
at the commencement of the week under review, but slightly unsettled conditions were 
_ setting in over North-Western India. On the 2nd instant, pressure had fallen moderately in 
Bengal, though it was still above the normal, while temperature was also falling slowly 
and the mean temperature was still usually about 2° to 4° in excess. Fine weather still 
prevailed on the morning of the 2nd in Bengal, but conditions over North-Western India, and 
probably over the Himalayas, were distinctly disturbed. On the 8rd_ this slightly unsettled 
weather had travelled eastward and southward, and light showers were reported in Bihar and 
North Bengal and in parts of Chota Nagpur, and also at some stations in the hills. A furthor 
brisk fall of — had occurred over the whole of Bengal, and pressure was in defect by 
small to moderate amounts, but temperature had risen moderately, and was in decided excess, 
‘Conditions continued slightly unsettled on the 4th, and again a few rain showers were 
_ reported in the same districts as on the 3rd, but pressure was commencing to rise, showing 
the disappearance of the disturbed conditions from Bengal, while a brisk fall of temperature 
had occurred, Though conditions were thus becoming more settled in Bengal, a fresh 
disturbance was affecting North-Western India. On the 5th the changes of temperature 
and pressure in Bengal were small, and conditions remained settled except in the 
hills, where Gnatong reported a snowstorm, while the disturbance over North-Western 
India had passed away or broken up after giving hat! and snow in the Punjab Himalayas. On 
the 6th pressure was rising slowly in Bengal, while the temperature changes were variable, and 
weather was five and settled except in the hills, where again Gnatong reported a snowstorm, 
On the 7th the pressure changes were small, but usually a fall had occurred. Temperature, 
however, was falling briskly to rapidly owing perhaps to the snow which had been previously 
falling in the Himalayas, and at the great majority of stations, except a few in the extreme 
west and south-west of the province, mean temperature below the normal was registered, 
Weather, however, was fine and settled in Bongal on this day, though cloud proportion was 
higher than usual. 

Throughout the greater part of the week, therefore, except in Bihar and North Bengal 
on one or two days, and in the hills on several days, weather has been fine and settled, and 
there has been practically no rain, In the districts mentioned, however, weather has 
been slightly disturbed, and light showers, and in the hills snowstorms, have occurred, 

Pressure.—The variation of the mean pressures from the normal have been small, and 
at the great majority of stations defects of about 0:01" or 0:02” have been registered. 
Very slight excess pressures, ou the other hand, have been registered at a few of the stations 
in Bihar. 

Temperature.—-The mean temperature of the province for the week has been 17° in 
excess of the normal, the excess having been largest in Orissa and Ohota Nagpur, where it 
has equalled no less than two and-a-half cegrees. 

The actual average temperatures registered in the province and their variation from the 
normal values are, however, best seen in the table below, where the average temperature data 
for nine selected stations in different districts of the province are given :— 


Table showing the excess or defect of the actual mean temperature from the normal Jor the week 
ending Saturday, the 7th December 1895. 
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Rainfall.—An average fall of a tenth of an inch has occurred in Bihar, but in all other 
divisions the falls have been unimportant. In Bihar the falls have been received principally 
in Shahabad, Saran, Champaran, Muzaffarpur, and Sonthal Parganas, while rain has also been 


i _Teceived in other divisions in the districts of Bogra, Mymensingh, and Manbhum. 
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* Daltonganj not included. 
MeErxKoROLCG1041. Orrick, BENGAL, ; A. PEpLER, 
The 10th December 1895. Meteorological Reporter to the Govt. of Bengal. 
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he mean pressure of the month PERO TPAIES: 100 we 29°978 
Phe average pressure of November from 24 years’ registers... 29'970. 
ann vighes: pressure in the month ... hen, ve B0°13L 80th 
The lowest pressure in the month —.., ot ae 29821 8rd 
The range of pressure + ef aes: 08 ve =0°3 10 
: Honrs. . 
- ‘The total number of hours of bright sunshine during the month 259°5 
“The maximum possible number of hours of sunshine «» 930°8 
; <) 
“The mean temperature of the month ... eos an 743 
‘The average temperature of November from 24 years’ registers 74:8 
te The highest temperature in the month Bas ode 86:6 1hth & 14th 
- The lowest temperature in the month ... wap jhe 58:4 23rd a 
The range of temperature during the month sue bea 28:2 y | 
wr Tne mean daily range of temperature ... ai pA (oe MB sd 
Sua, The greatest range of temperature in one day nee 1 22:9 28rd és * 
i i Per cont, oa 
The mean humidity of the month —... soe sie 77 Baye 
The average humidity of November from 24 years’ registers ... 72 Ah Sey 
Inches, ; poe 
The mean vapour tension of the month tide ee.  0°647 ae 
The average vapour tension of November from 9 years’ registers 0616 mt 
Phe mean cloud proportion of the month a ee 1:49 7 
The average cloud proportion of November from 18 years’ a 
registers...” ey se tee dnc 2°46 ath 
; Inches, weet 
wi The total rainfall of the month ve LS gears Se Aare 
a The total ruinfal! indicated by a Beckley’s self-registering rain- | 
gauge (mouth of the gauge about 52 feet above the ground) Nil a 
The average fall of November from 48 years’ registers we = 0°65 ei 
The greatest fall in 24 hours a ie eh abu Mees, | 
Da “4 
The number of rainy days in the month Si Me. Nil 
The average number of rainy days in November from 24 years’ 
registers es ai es vee 2 
The mesn maximum equilibrium temperature of solar radiation a | 
during the month ‘acs bea Ges «a || 1885 INO ee 
The mean difference of sun and air temperatures ... ons 65:0 A ea 
The greatest sun temperature eee sea] we «1458 9th x4 
The greatest excess of sun over air temperature... » 616 9th ioe Ji; 
‘The mean temperature of the nocturnal radiation thermometer Pa s2 | 
on woollen cloth ee sus ve A rE = 
The mean depression of the nocturnal radiation thermometer 
below the minimum air temperature at 4 feet above the ard 
ground eae tee oo A ea de oe 6'8 he: 
The greatest depression of the nocturnal radiation thermomete sat 
below the minimum air temperature one rs 93 22nd af 
ij: ; Miles, Ae 
he mean movement of the wind per day oie sae 43°3 : 
The greatest movement of the wind in oneday ... obo 860 Ith 


10-0 11th, 8 to 9 a.m. and 
9tol0am, ‘ 















ad The greatest movement of the wind in one hour «+. 


The number of hours with winds from each of the 8 points— oes 

N. 168, N.8. 50, E. 43, 8.£. 30, 8. 26, 8.W. 62, W. 104, N.W. 72, Calm 165,00 0 
The results of observations at the Alipore Observatory are not rigorously compa 5 wit: 

the registers of past years (at the Park Street Observatory). The barometer is abou 8 feet 
cakes ‘at Alipore, and, other things being equal, reads therefore 003 lower. The diurnal range o! 

Gon . ~ 5 ; | 

+. also greater at Alipore, and the mean temperature apparently about 16 lower; — 

# the eae ometer which furnished the record of temperature at the SureeporGebanie | 

se during 20 years and upwards is found to read 0°6 higher than the Kew standard thermometer, — 
h is the standard of reference at the present Observatory. Be 

a atwtenct: for September 1305 read 2982 for 29°662 aa tho averago pressure of September from 24 yeary’ 
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Sehr eas the greatest range of temperature in one day in September 1895. 
Sch . Say ©. Litre, ae 
yoroay, Orvice, INDIA; For Meteorologioal Reporter to the Gort. of Ina, 





























ans nae Re FRG as eee fs 
fhe mean pressure at 10 a.ar. during the month 
| the mean température at 10 a.st. during the month 
fait ‘The highest temperature during the mouth as ' 
ae “Whe lowest temperature during the month me vee 
Lee The absolute range of temperature during the month ... — «os 809 
The mean daily range of temperature during the month hes ae 8A ia 
ee. The greatest range of teroperature in one day during the month... 24°6 23rd. 
Ee ‘The mean 10 a.m. humidity during the month se ws 63 
Fe The mean 10 A.M. vapour tension during the month =... ws 662 fpapeas 2 ae 
The total rainfall of the month ie vee a Nil Sx 
The greatest fall in 24 hours sab cee ae a) Na : hs. 
The number of rainy days in the month ... ois ae . Nil | We 
Bee , 5 0. Lr TTLE, 3 ¢ fee 
Bece For Meteorological Reporter to the Govt. of Ind 
| Mergoronoaroat, Orvice, Ixnia, : 
| The 9th Deccomber 1895. _ 
a ’ 
bee Results of the Barometrical and Thermometrical Observations taken at the Meteoro- 





ee logical Office, Chowringheo, from ist to 7th December 1896. 











| , ‘TEMPERATURE. HyGROMETRY. iH 
sf S g i % a ; 
MonTH, Date. | a % 3 4 
a) il a |e | ci | By 
alg lal dials lel & \4 
£ Fi l\e s3 ge | og z 
‘ 1895. Inches. ° ° ° ° ° ° Inches. ° % Inches. 
December |e, -~ 1088 | Toe | 829 oz | na) es) 8] 82) B | 
meyer ed od ae | 2 9 | 749 6 43 | 613 | 62 
4 “lan ] 0 1 696 | 798 5 | 693 | 731 | 646 497 | 588 | 60 Nil 
.f [Bib wo | aah] 987 | BO 934 | 670 | 742 | 640 462 | 668 | 65 Nil 
* ng Fae 70°. | 808 741 | 646 use | 082 | Nil 
yh | 030 | 68 | 782 688 | 721 | 607 Bld Nil 
Inches. 
The mean 10 a.m. pressure of the seven days... ss oe 80°057 
The mean temperature of the seven days re eae Bi 700 
‘The extreme variation of temperature see wee von 
The maximum temperature saps one Fr 831 
‘The mean 10 a.m relative humidity of the seven days. sa sn 
the total fall of rain from Ist to 7th December 1895... Nt 
The daily mean temperatures are the crude means of maximum and minimum temperatures. 
© The 9h December 1895. For Meteorological Reporter to the Govt. of India. 
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95 | 80°061 | 69°6 | 80°3 | 206) 59-7 | 68:7 | 0515 | 59°8 | 73 cite be aba 40} Nil | Clear, | 


4 
sak Sanh pandas 


94| 010| 68:8 | 806 | 224 | 582 | 625 | 486) 582/71 | NNW, WSw eee 
NW, and) 40/ ,, [Cleary 
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95 | 20963 | 69-4 | 80:5 | 21:9) 586 | 68-1 | 496) 68-7 | 71 | WNW andcalm...| 47 
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93| 974! 688| 77°6| 17°1| 605) 620| 475| 675|70|NNEandN ...| 79| ,, | Clear, a ae 


9-1 967 | 66:4 | 78°0 | 214 | 566 | 606) 453) 562] 72|NNE,N by Wand| 34 > 
calm. 







* 86 969 | 67:0 | 784 | 194 | 59°O | 623 | 489) 583 | 73 | NNW, NE and N} 45 a 
by W. 


88} 970} 60-2 | 764) 17-7 | 58-7 | 687 | 806| 525) 62\NNWandN ..| 85] ,, 


The meen pressure of the soven days... cies vias He 
The average pressure of the corresponding period for 24 years, Surveyor- 

General’s Office see vv vei ove ae 
The total number of hours of bright suashine vs xpd So 
The maximum possible number of hours of sunshine i “4 


The mean temperature of the seven days coe sa abe 
The average temperature of the corresponding period for 24 years, Surveyor- 









rs Generai’s Office bse Ais sds tee “> 

: The extreme variation of temperature... ee ee ees 

The maximum temperature ... 6 of <a ae 

a ‘The highest velocity of the wind in one hour ‘ee oes sa 
: Tho mean relative humidity ... a ‘es 5% my | 
‘Phe average relative humidity of the corresponding period for 24 years, 4 
mh Surveyor-General’s Office ae ics ite mans 4 
f ‘The total fall of rain from Ist to 7th December 1895 a bas er 
ine average fall of the corresponding period for 24 years, Surveyor-General’s a 
i <6 oO oe : dae eee wee wee see a 
fi - Yhe total fall from Ist January to 7th December 1895 * i 
. The average fall of the corresponding period for 24 years, Surveyor-Geueral’s ey 
i 5 get , ce one vee : coe oa ee 4 
‘The mean pressure temperature, &c., are deduced from the traces of the Barograph and rmc¢ a 
m observations mado at Gh., 10h., 16h. and 22h. MONS | 


ximum end minimum temperatures are obtained from self-registering thermometers. _ Aut 
neters are verified and the readings have been corrected to a standard constructed and verified at th 
Observatory. ‘They are exposed under a thatched shed open at the sides and are suspended four feet 

7o the a. Lae : a rye 
Th pulieonn readings are corrected approximately to those of the standard Newman's No. 86, 
erly at the Surveyor-General’s Office. . z ra eae 
he hygrometric elements are obtained from Tables III, IV, and V of the official tables computed in 
srological Office, and based on Regnault’s modifications of August’s formula. : Pa ei 
directions and the movement of the wind are taken from the trace of a Beckley’s anemograph, = 

‘The mouth of the rain-gauge is one foot above the ground. ee “E8 
‘ : WIAA =, dew. es ‘ 
: # ' C, Lirits, 4 
For Meteorological Reporter to the Govt, of India. af 
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